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PRKFACE. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.,  January  30,  i;>01. 

Under  the  act  establishing  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  it  is 
i  iade  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  "collect  and  publish  statistics  and 
other  information  in  regard  to  the  agricultural  industries  and  iu- 
tei-ests  of  the  State  *  *  *  He  shall  give  special  attention  to 
c;uch  questions  relating  to  the  valuation  and  taxation  of  farm  land, 
etc.  *  *  and  shall  publish  as  frequently  as  practicable  euch 
information  thereon  as  he  shall  deem  useful." 

Tn  compliance  with  this  requirement,  Gen.  Thomas  McCamant,  late 
Auditor  General  of  Pennsylvania,  was  requested  to  prepare  a  Bulle- 
liu  giving  a  synopsis  of  the  tax  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  dis- 
tribution among  the  agricultural  people  of  the  State.  The  lack  of 
reliable  informalion  upon  ihe  subject  of  taxation,  on  the  part  of 
country  people,  has  given  opportunity  for  ignorant  demagogues  to 
arouse  prejudices  that  would  not  have  been  possible  if  proper  in- 
formation were  generally  accessible  and  distributed.  The  fact  that 
f:,e  tax  upon  country  property  is  imposed  by  the  people  of  the  dis- 
irict  in  which  the  property  lies,  is  often  lost  sight  of  by  the  average 
fai-mer,  who  is  frequently  led  to  believe  that  his  oppression  of  tax, 
if  any,  is  due  to  some  maladministration  of  affairs  at  the  capital 
of  the  State,  rather  than  to  his  own  lack  of  attention  to  the  election 
of  proper  oflticers  in  his  own  township  who  fix  his  tax. 

The  study  of  this  bulletin,  which  has  been  prepared  with  great 
care  by  Gen.  McCamant.  whose  knowledge  of  the  tax  laws  of  Penn- 
svlvania  has  been  gained  from  many  years  of  experience  in  the  office 
ot.the  Auditor  General,  will  do  much  to  correct  false  impressions 
and  lead  to  the  right  understanding  of  our  tax  system  and  to  proper 
action  in  undertaking  tax  reform. 

The  bulletin  is,  therefore,  commended  to  attention  and  study  by  all 
of  the  farmers  of  the  State,  who  desire  to  know  the  facts,  as  they  ex- 
ist in  regard  to  the  system  of  taxation  in  Pennsylvania. 

JOHN  HAMLITON, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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LETTE)R  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 


Mou.  John  Hamilton,  Seoietarv  of  Agricuture: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  voiu-  request,  I  have  prepared,  and  now 
forward  you,  Synopsis  of  the  Tax  Laws  of  Tennsylvauia,  together 
with  statistical  information  showing,  as  far  as  can  be  readily  ascer- 
tained, the  taxes  collected  during  the  year  1899. 
Trusting  this  work  will  meet  the  expectations  of  the  public,  I  am, 

Very  truly  yours, 

THOMAS  McCAMANT. 

liarrisburg,  Pa.,  January  30,  1901. 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  TAX  LAWS 


OF 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PEMSyiVANlA 

BY 

THOMAS  McCAMANT, 

Late  Auditor  General  of  Pennsylvania. 


CONSTITUTIONAL  PROVISIONS. 

"Article  IX,  Section  1.  All  taxes  shall  be  uniform  upon  the  same 
class  of  subjects,  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  authority  levy- 
ing the  tax,  and  shall  be  levied  and  collected  under  general  laws; 
but  the  General  Assembly  may.  by  general  laws,  exempt  from  tax- 
ation public  property  used  for  public  purposes,  actual  places  of 
religious  worship,  places  of  burial  not  used  or  held  for  private  or 
corporate  profit,  and  institutions  of  purely  public  charity. 

"Article  IX,  Section  2.  All  laws  exempting  property  from  taxa- 
tion, other  than  the  property  above  enumerated,  shall  be  void. 

"Article  IX,  Section  3.  The  power  to  tax  corporations  and  cor- 
porate property  shall  not  be  surrendered  or  suspended  by  any 
ccmtract  or  grant  to  which  the  State  shall  be  a  party." 


TAXATION  FOE  STATE  IM'KrOSES. 

i.  This  consists  of  a  tax  on  the  capital  stock  of  corporations,  lim- 
ited partnerships  and  joint  stock  associations,  domestic  and  foreign, 
doing  business  in  the  Commonwealth,  or  having  capital  or  property 
employed  therein,  except  Xational  banks  and  incorporated  State 
banks  and  savings'  institutions,  and  foreign  insurance  companies; 
a  tax  on  the  shares  of  stock  of  National  and  incorporated  State 
banks  and  savings'  institutions;  a  tax  on  the  gross  receipts  of  trans- 
portation and  transmission  cosirpanies.  derived  from  businc-^ss  done 
ill        'rciii.ir.onwealth.  and  on  the  gross  receipts  of  notaries  public; 
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a  tax  on  the  gross  premiums  of  domestic  insurance  companies,  de- 
rived from  business  done  in  tlie  Commonwealth;  a  tax  on  the  pre- 
miums of  foreign  insurance  companies,  derived  from  business  done 
in  the  Commonwealth;  a  tax  on  county  and  municipal  loans  and 
the  loans  of  private  corporations;  bonus  on  charters;  a  tax  on  the 
net  earnings  of  private  bankers  and  brokers,  and  unincorporated 
banks  and  savings"  institutions,  and  incorporated  sayings'  institu- 
tions without  capital  stock;  a  tax  on  collateral  inheritances;  a  tax 
on  mortgages,  judgments  and  moneys  at  interest,  and  on  vehicles 
for  hire,  and  annuities,  known  as  a  tax  on  personal  property;  a 
tax  on  writs,  wills,  deeds,  et  cetera;  mercantile  licenses;  whole- 
sale liquor  licenses;  retail  liquor  licenses;  brewers'  licenses;  dis- 
tillers' licenses;  bottlers'  licenses;  billiard  licenses;  eating  house 
licenses;  brokers'  licenses;  auctioneers'  licenses;  peddlers'  licenses; 
theatre,  circus,  etc.,  licenses;  a  tax  or  fee  on  commissions  of  notaries 
])ul)1ic;  a  tax  or  return  of  excess  of  fees  collected  by  countj^  officers, 
and  a  return  of  fees,  or  tax  or  licenses  collected  by  State  officers. 

2.  Settlements  of  accounts  for  all  of  said  taxes,  and  for  all 
moneys  due  the  Commonwealth,  save  in  the  case  of  foreign  insurance 
coinpanies,  bonus  on  charters  in  most  cases,  and  tax  on  commis- 
sions of  notaries  public,  and  fees  or  licenses  returned  by  State  officers 
are  made  by  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,  under  act 
of  March  30,  1811,  relating  to  the  settlement  of  public  accounts, 
(P.  L.,  1810-11,  page  145),  and  the  several  supplements  and  amend- 
ments thereto. 

•"!.  In  the  case  of  foreign  insurance  companies,  the  State  Insurance 
Commissioner  collects  and  returns  the  tax  or  license  said  companies 
are  required  to  pay.  under  act  of  Api'il  4,  1873,  (P.  L.,  page  2G),  and 
in  case  of  bonus  on  charters  granted  under  the  General  Corporation 
Act  of  April  29,  1874,  and  supplements  thereto,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  collects  and  pays  into  the  State  Treasui-y  either 
the  full  amount  or  the  first  instalment,  before  charter  is  granted 
or  authotity  to  increase  capital  stock  is  filed;  and  in  the  case  of 
tax  or  fees  on  notaries  public  commissions  and  fees  of  State  officers, 
the  moneys  collected  as  such  are  returned  directly  to  the  State 
Treasury,  and  no  settlement  is  required  to  be  made  by  the  Auditor 
General  and  State  Treasurer. 

4.  Settlements  for  tax  on  capital  stock,  gross  receipts,  gross  pre- 
miums, bonus  on  charters,  with  the  exceptions  above  stated,  tax 
on  loans  of  private  corporations,  tax  on  bank  stock  and  tax  on 
matured  stock  of  building  and  loan  associations,  are  made  against 
the  companies  owing  the  tax;  settlements  for  tax  on  net  earnings 
are  made  against  the  bank,  banker,  bi'oker  or  corporation  owing  the 
tax,  and  for  tax  on  personal  property  and  county  and  municipal 
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loans,  the  settlements  are  made  against  the  county  or  municipality 
liable  for  the  tax;  in  the  case  of  the  collateral  inheritance  tax,  tax 
on  writs,  wills,  deeds,  etc.,  and  the  different  classes  of  licenses, 
as  stated,  settlements  are  made  against  tUe  county  officer  charged 
with  their  collection.  A  eopy  of  each  settlement  thus  made,  show- 
ing the  tax  or  other  moneys  due  the  Commonwealth,  is  mailed  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  corporation,  county  or  muuiciiiality,  and  to  the 
prothouotary,  register,  recorder  or  other  person  owing  the  tax.^ 

5.  Parties  dissatisfied  with  settleuients  made  against  them  can 
appeal  therefrom  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Dauphin  county, 
within  sixty  days  from  date  of  copy  of  settlement  mailed  them,  by 
tiling  their  appeal  with  the  Auditor  General  and  giving  security, 
as  provided  in  section  11,  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  March  oU,  181 L,  and 
the  act  of  April  T,  1870,  (P.  L..  page  51),  clothes  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  Dauphin  county  with  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine 
-all  suits,  claims  and  demands  whatsoever,  at  law  and  in  equity, 
in  which  the  Commonwealth  may  be  the  party  plaintiff,  for  ac- 
counts, unpaid  balances,  unpaid  liens,  taxes,  penalties,  and  all  other 
causes  of  action,  real,  personal  and  mixed." 

6.  Section  12,  of  the  act  of  March  30,  1811.  as  aforesaid,  makes 
the  amount  of  every  account  due  the  Commonwealth,  settled  under 
rhe  said  act  of  March  30,  1811,  a  lien  from  date  of  settlement  on  all 
the  real  estate  of  the  person  or  persons  indebted,  and  on  their 
sureties,  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  act  of  April  14,18-7, 
(P.  L.,  1826-27,  page  171).  authorizes  and  requires  the  Auditor  General 
to  send  prothonotaries  certified  copies  of  said  liens,  and  have  them 
entered  of  record  in  the  several  counties  of  the  Contmonwealth. 
Section  31,  of  the  General  Eevenue  Act  of  June  1,  188U,  (P.  L..  page 
137),  makes  taxes  a  lien  upon  the  franchises  and  property  of  cor- 
porations, companies,  associations,  joint  stock  associations  and  lim- 
ited partnerships,  from  the  time  said  taxes  are  due  and  payable, 
and  provides  that  in  cases  of  judicial  sales  taxes  due  the  Common- 
wealth shall  be  first  allowed  and  paid  before  any  judgment,  mort- 
gage or  other  claii)!.  and  section  11,  of  the  General  Revenue  Act  of 
June  7,  1879,  (P.  L.,  page  119),  has  in  it  practically  the  same  pro- 
vision. 

*IrL  the  case  of  State  tax  on  personal  property,  the  State  Treasurer  issues 
his  precept  to  the  Board  of  Revision  of  Taxes  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia and  to  the  county  commissioners  of  other  counties,  authorizing  and 
requiring  them  to  collect  the  tax  with  which  the  county  stands  charged,  and 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  close  of  each  year,  an  account  is  settled  by  the 
Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer  against  each  county,  and  a  copy  thereof 
mailed  to  the  Board  of  Revision  of  Taxes  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia- and  to  the  county  commissioners  of  the  other  counties  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 
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7.  Section  of  the  General  Revenue  Act  of  June  1,  1889,  as 
aforesaid,  (P.  L.,  page  436),  makes  all  balances  due  the  Common- 
v/ealth  on  accounts  settled  by  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Treas- 
urer bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  after 
sixty  days  from  date  of  settlement,  and  any  judgment  recovered 
thereon  is  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum 
until  paid.  Section  3,  act  of  April  9,  1867,  (P.  L.,  page  58),  makes  the 
same  provision  as  to  balances  due  from  corporations.* 

8.  Payments  of  moneys  due  the  Commonwealth  must  be  made 
within  sixty  days  from  date  of  notice  of  settlement,  and  section  36,  of 
the  act  of  March  30,  1811,  as  aforesaid,  requires  receipts  for  moneys 
paid  into  the  State  Treasury  to  be  signed  by  the  State  Treasurer 
or  some  one  in  his  employ  and  for  whom  he  is  answerable,  and 
section  8,  of  the  act  of  April  10,  1849,  (P.  L.,  page  644),  requires 
such  receipts  to  be  registered  and  countersigned  by  the  Auditor 
General  to  make  them  good  and  effective  in  law. 

9.  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,  or  either  one,  are  author- 
ized to  examine  the  books  and  papers  of  corporations,  institutions, 
companies,  associations  and  limited  partnerships  to  verify  the  accu- 
racy of  returns  made  by  them. 

Act  April  28,  1899,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  72). 

10.  Unless  extension  of  time  for  payment  of  indebtedness  due 
Commonwealth  is  given,  by  way  of  payment  in  instalments,  as 
authorized  by  section  13,  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  March  30,  1811, 
accounts  unappealed  from  are,  by  section  2,  act  of  April  21,  1857, 
(P.  L.,  page  260),  to  be  certified  to  the  Attorney  General  for  collec- 
tion, after  the  expiration  of  ten  da.ys  from  the  sixty  day  limit  within 
which  appeals  may  be  taken,  and  debtors  are  required  by  section  3, 
act  of  April  7,  1870,  fP.  L.,  page  57),  to  pay  the  Attorney  General  a 
five  per  cent,  commission,  in  addition  to  debt  and  interest. 

11.  The  financial  year  of  the  Commonwealth  (the  year  for  which 
reports  of  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer  are  made)  ends 
on  November  30th.  Resolution  of  April  21,  1840  fP.  L.,  page  742). 
The  year  for  which  appropriations  are  made  by  the  Commonwealth 

begins  on  June  1st. 

See  General  Appropriation  Act  of  May  13,  1899,  (P.  L.,  page  364),  and 
other  General  Appropriation  Acts  passed  at  previous  sessions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

REGISTRATION. 

1 .  All  limited  partnerships,  banks,  joint  stock  associations,  asso- 
ciations, corporations  and  companies,  whether  formed,  erected,  in- 

*Accounts  for  bonus  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent. — Alliance  Coal 
Mining  Company  case,  13  W.  N.  C,  page  324.  In  the  past,  six  per  cent,  only 
has  been  charged  against  delinquent  county  and  county  officers'  accounts. 
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oorporated  or  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  or 
any  other  State,  doing  business  in  the  Commonwealth,  are  required 
to  register  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  General,  under  a  penalty 
of  $500. 

Act  June  1,  1899,  section  19,  (P.  L.,  page  427). 

2.  Recorders  of  deeds  must  certify  to  the  Auditor  (General  the 
articles  of  association  of  limited  partnerships  and  joint  stock  asso- 
ciations filed  in  their  offices,  and  for  their  services,  are  entith  d  to  a 
fee  of  twenty-five  cents  in  each  case. 

Act  June  24,  1895,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  230). 

3.  Stock  brokers,  bill  brokers,  exchange  brokers  and  private  bank- 
ers, must  register  with  the  Auditor  Geueral,  within  sixty  days  after 
they  commence  business,  under  a  penalty  of  |1,000. 

Act  June  27,  1895,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  396). 

■  4.  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  furnish  Auditor  General  an 
abstract  showing  name,  location,  amount  of  capital  stock,  and  name 
and  address  of  treasurer  of  corporations  chartered  by  the  Governor. 
Act  April  29,  1874,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  76). 

5.  Corporations  to  notify  Auditor  «Jeneral  of  changes  in  officers, 
changes  in  location  of  offices,  and  time  and  place  of  meeting  of 
stockholders. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  19,  (P.  L.,  page  427):  act  June  8,  1893,  (P.  L., 
page  355). 


TAX  ON  CAPITAL  STOCK. 

1.  All  corporations  having  capital  stock,  and  every  joint  stock 
association  and  limited  partnership,  whether  incorporated  or  or- 
ganized under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  other  state  or  territory,  or  foreign  government, 
doing  business  and  liable  to  taxation  within  the  Commonwealth,  or 
having  capital  or  property  employed  or  used  in  this  Commonwealth 
by  or  in  the  name  of  any  limited  partnership,  joint  stock  associa- 
tion, companv,  association,  corporation,  copartnership,  person  or 
any  other  manner,  except  in  the  case  of  banks,  savings'  institutions, 
foreign  insurance  companies,  and  building  and  loan  associations,  are 
required  to  make  report  annually  in  the  month  of  November  to  the 
Auditor  General,  giving  information  that  will  enable  the  Auditor 
General  and  State  Treasurer  to  determine  the  value  of  their  capital 
stock  for  purposes  of  taxation;  and  any  two  of  the  following  named 
officers,  to  wit:   President,  chairman,  secretary  or  treasurer,^  are 
required,  under  oath,  to  appraise  the  capital  stock  at  what  it  is 
worth,  between  the  first  and  fifteenth  days  of  November,  not  less 
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than  the  average  price  for  which  it  sold  during  the  year,  and  not 
less  than  the  price  or  value  indicated  or  measured  by  net  earnings, 
or  by  the  amount  of  prolit  made  and  either  declared  in  dividends  or 
carried  into  surplus  or  sinking  fund,  and  to  forward  said  appraise- 
ment, with  their  oath,  and  report  as  aforesaid,  to  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral; if  the  Auditor  General  and  Htate  Treasurer,  or  either  one,  are 
dissatisfied  with  such  report  and  ap[»raisement,  or  if  no  report  and 
appraisement  is  made,  they  are  authorized  to  make  a  valuation  of 
the  capital  stock  iijion  facts  contaiucd  in  <iie  report  or  other  in- 
formation iii  their  possession,  and  settle  an  account  for  tax,  interest 
and  jifnalties. 

Act  June  8,  1891,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  233.) 

2.  A  penalty  of  ten  per  cent,  is  to  be  added  to  tax  in  case  of 
failure  to  make  report  and  appraisement  before  December  31,  and 
in  case  of  failure  for  three  successive  years  to  make  report  and 
appraisement,  the  officers  so  fiyling  are  subject  to  a  fine  of  |500  and 
imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year,  either  or  both,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  22,  (P.  L,,  page  431). 

3.  Corporations,  joint  stock  associations,  linuted  partnerships  and 
companies,  from  which  reports  are  required,  are  made  subject  to 
and  most  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  a  tax  of  five 
niills  on  the  actual  value  of  their  whole  capital  stock,  whether  com- 
mon, spi^cial  or  preferred,  such  payment  to  be  made  within  thirty 
days  from  settlement  of  their  accounts.  Interests  in  limited  part- 
nerships and  joint  stock  associations  are  deemed  capital  stock  and 
are  taxable  as  such.  Corporations,  joint  stock  associations  and 
limited  partnershi]is  liable  for  capital  stock  tax,  are  not  required 
to  report  to  local  assessors  and  pay  further  tax  on  securities  owned 
by  them  in  their  own  right  and  included  within  the  valuation  of 
their  capital  stock,  but  when  such  securities  are  held  by  them  other- 
wise, they  are  required  to  report  to  the  local  assessors  and  pay  tax 
thc^reon  the  same  as  individuals.* 

Act  June  8,  1891,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  236). 

4.  So  much  of  the  capital  stock  of  corporations,  limited  partner- 
ships, or  joint  stock  associations  organized  for  manufacturing  pur- 

*Railroacl  companies  whose  lines  are  partly  within  and  partly  witliout  the 
Commonwealth,  are  taxed  on  the  proportion  of  their  capital  stock  which  the 
miles  of  their  main  track  in  the  Commonwealth  hear  to  the  total  mileage  of 
the  companies;  telegraph  companies  are  taxed  where  the  relative  value  of 
the  tangible  property  representing  capital  within  and  without  the  Common- 
wealth cannot  be  accurately  ascertained,  on  the  proportion  of  their  entire 
capital  stock  which  the  length  of  their  lines  within  the  Commonwealth  bear 
to  the  total  length  of  all  their  lines;  palace  car  companies,  whose  cars  run 
into  this  and  other  states,  are  taxed  upon  the  proportion  of  their  capital 


poses,  as  is  inv<?si^  •.Bi":&M  ai?tuia%; /Id.^  exclusively  employed  in 
carrying  od  manufacturiiig  witliin 'nie  Oominonwealtli.  except  com- 
panies engaged  in  the  brewing  or  di^'dlling  of  spirituous  or  malt 
liquors,  and  such  as  enjoy  and  exercise  the  right  of  eminent  domain, 
is  exempt  from  the  payment  of  tax. 
Act  June  8,  1893,  (P.  L.,  page  293). 

5.  In  the  case  of  fire  and  marine  insurance  companies,  the  tax  is 
at  the  rate  of  three  mills  on  each  dollar  of  the  actual  value  of  the 

capital  stock. 

Act  of  June  8,  1893,  (P.  L.,  page  353). 

6.  In  the  case  of  companies  incorporated  to  maintain  a  bourse  or 
exchange  hall,  or  a  meeting  place  for  merchants  or  other  business 
men,  or  for  the  exhibition  of  manufactured  articles  or  natural 
products,  that  portion  of  their  capital  stock  that  the  bourse  hall  or 
exchange  represents  is  exempt  from  faxatiou;  but  if  in  any  year  a 
dividend  is  declared  upon  the  whole  capital  stock,  companies  are 
taxable  for  such  year  upon  their  whole  capital  stock. 

Act  June  10,  1893,  (P.  L.,  page  417). 

7.  Companies  organized  and  incorporated  to  distil  liquors  and 
selling  the  same  at  wholesale,  are  reipiired  to  make  report  and  pay 
annually  a  tax  of  ten  mills  upon  every  dollar  of  the  actual  value  of 

its  capital  stock  of  all  kinds. 

Act  July  15,  1897,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  294). 

8.  A  four  mill  tax  is  required  to  bt^  paid  upon  full  paid,  prepaid, 
and  fullv  matured  or  partly  matured  stuck  of  building  and  loan  asso- 
ciations! upon  which  annual,  semi-annual,  quarterly  or  monthly  cash 
dividends  or  interest  is  paid,  such  tax  to  be  deducted  from  the  cash 
dividend  or  interest  paid,  and  returned  to  the  State  Treasury.  Do- 
mestic corporations  must  make  report  to  the  Auditor  General  and 
foreign  corporations  to  the  Banking  Department,  and  said  Depart- 
ment" most  certify  to  the- Auditor  General  the  amount  of  stock  out- 
standing subject  to  tax;  upon  failure  to  pay  tax,  the  foreign  corpora- 
tion forfeits  its  right  to  do  business  in  the  Commonwealth ;  no  tax 
is  required  to  be  paid  upon  matured  stock  upon  which  periodical 
payments  are  required  to  be  made,  or  upon  such  stock  after  it  has 
matured  and  is  in  process  of  payment. 

Act  June  22,  1897,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  178). 

stock  wlii^lhe  totall^ber  of  miles  traveli^ThTPennsylvania  by  their  cars 
bears  to  the  total  number  of  miles  traveled  by  all  their  cars  in  all  states; 
bridge  companies  connecting  Pennsylvania  with  other  states  are  taxed  on 
one-half  their  capital  stock.-Erie  R.  R.  Co.  case,  (98  P.  S.  R.,  page  127); 
Western  Union  Tel.  case.  (15  W.  N.  C,  page  331);  Pullman  Palace  Car  case, 
(107  P.  S.  R..  page  156):  Trenton  Bridge  Co.  case.  (9  Am.  Leg.  Reg.  0.  S., 
page  298). 


\     ■TA.X  OF  BANK  ST6C'K.#='^ 

' ,    ■  '  ■    ■  :' ,  .     '       r  ' 

1.  Natioual  aud  incorporated  i^tate  banks  and  savings'  institutions 

with  capital  stoclc,  to  nialie  report  to  Auditor  General,  on  or  before 
June  20th  each  j'ear,  on  oath  of  president,  cashier  or  treasurer,  set- 
ting forth  uomber  of  shares  of  capital  subscribed  for  or  issued  and 
the  actual  value  thereof,  ascertained  by  adding  together  the  amount 
of  capital  stock  paid  in,  the  surplus  and  undivided  profits,  and  divid- 
ing this  amount  by  the  number  of  shares.  Auditor  General  to  sat- 
isfy himself  of  the  correctness  of  such  valuation,  and  to  assess  a 
four  mill  tax  on  each  dollar  of  the  actual  value  of  each  share  of 
stock,  and  to  settle  and  forward  each  bank  a  copy  of  account  for 
tax.  Copy  of  settlement  forwarded  to  bank  to  be  posted,  and 
stockholders  notified,  and  Auditor  General  to  hear  any  stockholders 
on  the  subject  of  valuation  within  ihirty  days  after  settlement  of 
account.  Bank  to  pay  tax  within  forty  days  after  settlement,  from 
its  general  fund  or  collect  the  same  from  its  shareholders.  In  case 
of  failure  to  pay  tax,  make  report  or  neglect  or  refusal  of  officers 
to  apjDear  before  Auditor  General,  if  summoned,  he  shall,  after 
ascertaining  value  of  shares  from  best  information  obtainable,  as- 
sess tax  on  said  shares,  add  fifty  per  cent,  penalty  thereto,  and  collect 
the  same  according  to  law.  Bank  responsible  for  tax  in  case  of 
neglect  or  refusal  to  post  copy  of  settlement  giving  notice  to  share- 
holders. In  case  bank  elects  to  collect  annually  from  shareholders, 
the  four  mill  tax  on  all  shares  sultscribed  for  or  issued,  and  pay 
the  same  into  the  State  Treasury  on  or  before  March  1st,  the  shares 
and  so  much  of  the  capital  and  profits  of  the  bank  cis  are  not  in- 
vested in  real  estate  are  to  be  exempt  from  local  taxation,  and  such 
bank  shall  not  be  required  to  make  any  report  to  the  local  assessor 
or  county  commissioners  of  its  personal  property  owned  in  its  own 
right  or  pay  any  tax  thereon.  In  lieu  of  this  rate  of  taxation,  banks 
may  elect  to  collect  and  pay  into  the  State  Treasury,  on  or  before 
IMarcli  1st,  a  ten  mill  tax  on  each  dollar  of  the  par  value  of  ail  its 
shares  subscribed  for  or  issued,  and  by  so  doing  the  shares,  and 
so  much  uf  the  capital  and  profits  of  the  bank  as  are  not  invested 
in  real  estate,  shall  be  exempt  from  local  taxation. 

Act  July  15,  1897,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  292).  ^ 

BANK  EXAMINATIONS. 

1.  To  bear  the  expenses  of  examination  by  the  Ranking  Depart- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth  of  incorporated  State  banks,  savings'  in- 
stitutions, trust  companies,  and  all  v'urporations  having  power  of 

*Sliares  of  National  banks  located  in  other  States  are  not  taxable  in  Penn- 
sylvania.— Tappan  vs.  Merchants'  National  Bank,  22  Wall.,  page  490. 
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receiving  money  on  deposit,  eacli  corporation  is  to  pay  annually  12-"', 
and  $5  lor  every  .flOO,(i<l()  or  fraction  thereof  of  capital  stock  it  has 
in  excess  of  .$100,000,  also  two  cents  for  each  $1,000  of  assets  it  has; 
corporations  without  capital  stock  (o  pay  ^25,  and  for  i^l  for  each 
1100,000  or  fraction  thereof  of  assets  it  has  in  excess  of  |100,000. 
Act  February  11,  1895,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  7). 

TAX  ON  GROSS  RECEIPTS. 

1.  All  railroad  companies,  pipe  line  companies,  conduit  companies, 
steamboat  companies,  canal  eompaoips,  slackwater  navigation  com- 
panies, transportation  companies,  street  {jassenger  railway  compa- 
nies, and  other  companies,  whether  they  be  corporations,  joint  stock 
associations  or  limited  partnerships,  doing  business  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  owning,  operating  <n-  leasing  to  or  from  another 
corporation,  company,  association,  joint  stock  association  or  limited 
partnership,  any  railroad,  pipe  line,  slackwater  navigation,  street 
passenger  railway,  canal  or  otlier  device  for  the  -transportation  of 
freight,  passengers  or  oil,  and  all  telegraph  and  telephone  compa- 
nies doing  business  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  all  express  companies, 
firms,  copartnerships  and  joint  stock  associations  doing  an  express 
business  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  every  electric  light  company, 
palace  car  company  and  sleeping  car  company  doing  business  in 
the  Commonwealth,  are  required  to  pay  an  eight  mill  tax  upon  each 
dollar  of  gross  receipts  received  from  passengers  and  freight  trans- 
ported wholly  within  the  Comnionweaith,  and  from  telegraph,  tele- 
phone and  express  business  done  wholly  within  the  Commonwealth, 
and  from  business  of  electric  light  companies  and  transportation 
of  oil  done  wholly  within  the  Commonwealth;  said  tax  to  be  paid 
semi-annually  on  the  first  days  of  January  and  July.    Keports  are 
required  to  be  made  to  the  Auditor  General  every  six  months  of  gross 
receipts  received,  and  for  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do  for  a  period 
of  thirty  days,  a  ten  per  cent,  penalty  is  to  be  added  to  the  tax  and 
collected  as  other  taxes  are  collected.    In  cases  where  works  are 
leased,  the  tax  is  to  be  apportioned  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
lease,  but  for  the  payment  of  the  tax,  the  Commonwealth  first  looks 
to  the  company  operating  the  works. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  23,  (P.  L.,  page  431);  act  April  28,  1899,  section 
2,  (P.  L.,  page  72),  as  to  express  companies. 

2.  Notaries  public,  except  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  are  re- 
quired to  pay  into  the  State  Treasury,  fifty  per  cent,  of  their  annual 

gross  receipts  in  excess  of  $1,500. 

Act  April  14,  1840,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  335);  act  March  10,  1810,  (P.  L., 
1809-10,  page  SO). 
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Notaries  public  iu  the  city  of  Pliiladeipbia  are  reijuired  to  pay 

into  the  State  Treasury  ou  or  before  December  31st,  tiye  per  cent. 

of  the  gross  amount  of  their  receipts,  under  peualty  of  forfeiture 

of  their  commissions. 

Act  May  20,  1865,  (P.  L.,  page  846). 

TAX  ON  GROSS  PREMIUMS. 

1.  Insurance  companies  or  associations  incorporated  under  the 
hiws  of  the  Commonwealth  and  doing  business  therein,  except  com- 
panies doing  businl-ss  upon  the  purely  mutual  plan  without  any  capi- 
tal stock  or  accumulated  reserye,  and  i)urely  mutual  beneficial  asso- 
ciaHons,  whose  funds  for  the  benefit  of  members,  their  families  or 
heirs,  are  made  up  entirely  of  the  weekly  or  monthly  contributions 
of  their  members  and  the  accumulated  interest  thereon,  are  required 
to  make  report  iu  writiog,  through  their  president,  secetary  or  other 
officer,  to  the  Auditor  General,  senw-anoually,  on  the  first  days  of 
January  and  July,  of  their  premiums  and  assessments  receiyed  dur- 
ing the  preceding  six  months,  and  to  pay  into  the  State  Treasury 
in  the  last  days  of  January  and  July  an  eight  mill  tax  on  each  dollar 
of  gross  premiums  receiyed  from  business  transacted  within  the 
Commonwealth.  This  report  is  to  be  made  under  oath,  and  a  ten 
per  cent,  penalty  is  to  be  added  to  the  account  of  any  company  whose 
officers  neglect  or  refuse,  for  a  period  of  thirty  days,  to  make  re- 
port or  pay  tax. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  24,  (P.  L.,  page  433);  act  June  27,  1895,  section 
1,  (P.  L.,  page  409). 

FOREIGN  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

1.  No  person  can  act  as  the  agent  or  solicitor  in  this  Common- 
wealth of  an  iiisuvancc  company  of  another  State  oi'  foreign  goy- 
ernmeut,  in  any  manner  whateyer  relating  to  risks,  until  the  act 
establishing  an  Insurance  Department  has  been  complied  with  on 
the  part  of  the  company,  and  there  has  been  granted  by  the  Insurance 
Commissioner  a  certificate  of  authority  showing  that  the  company  is 
authorized  to  transact  business  in  the  Commonwealth;  and  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  eyery  such  company  to  make  report  to  the  Insur- 
ance Commissioner  in  the  month  of  January,  under  oath  of  its  presi- 
dent or  secretary,  showing  the  entire  amount  of  premiums  receiyed 
by  said  company  in  this  Commonwealth  during  the  preceding  calen- 
dar year,  and  to  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  a  tax  of  three  per  cent, 
upnin  said  premiums;  and  the  Insurance  Commissioner  shall  not 
renew  the  cet  tificate  of  any  company  until  such  tax  is  paid. 
Act  April  4,  1873,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  26). 
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2.  Tax,  as  above  stated,  reduced  to  iwo  per  cent. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  24,  (P.  L.,  page  433);  act  June  28,  1895,  section 
1,  (P.  L.,  page  409). 

3.  One-half  the  net  amount  received  from  tax  on  premiums  of 
foreign  insurance  companies  is  required  to  be  paid  the  treasurers 
of  cities  and  boroughs.  Such  payments  to  be  based  upon  the  return 
of  tax  received  from  companies  doing  business  in  civies  and  bor- 
oughs, as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Insurance  Commissioner.  War- 
rants for  such  payments  are  to  be  draun  by  the  Auditor  (leneral, 
payable  to  the  treasurers  of  the  several  cities  and  boroughs  entitled 

to  receive  the  tax. 

Act  June  28,  1895,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  409). 

TAX  ON  LOANS.* 

1.  All  public  loans,  except  those  issued  by  the  Commonwealth,  are 
taxable  for  State  purposes.  Act  April  20,  1844,  section  32,  (P.  L., 
page  497);  all  public  loans  except  Hiose  issued  by  the  Common- 
wealth or  the  Tnited  States  are  made  taxable  for  State  pur- 
poses, at  the  rate  of  four  mills  on  each  dollar  of  the  value  thereof. 

Act  June  8,  1891,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  231). t 

2.  Treasurers  of  counties,  incorporated  cities,  districts  and  bor- 
oughs, on  payment  of  dividends  or  interest  to  any  holder  or  agent 
claiming  the  same,  on  any  scrip,  bond  or  certificate  of  indebtedness 
issued  by  said  city,  district  and  borough  are  to  assess  the  tax  pro- 
vided for  State  purposes  upon  the  nominal  value  of  each  and  every 
evidence  of  debt.t  This  tax  is  to  be  deducted  by  said  treasurers 
on  the  payment  of  the  interest  or  dividend,  as  aforesaid,  and  to  be 
held  by  them  until  paid  over  to  the  State  Treasurer;  and  the  said 
treasurers  to  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  and  liabilities  as 
are  prescribed  bvlaws  in  relation  to  tax  on  bank  dividends. 

Act  April  29,  1844,  section  42,  (P.  L.,  page  501). 

3.  Treasurers  of  counties  and  cities,  and  burgesses  or  other  chief 
officer  of  boroughs  and  incorporated  districts  to  make  return,  on 
oath,  to  the  Auditor  General,  of  the  amount  of  scrip,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  outstanding  by  counties,  cities,  boroughs  and 

*TMs  tax  is  upon  the  nominal  or  par  value  of  the  lean.  Loans  held  by  non- 
residents are  not  taxable.— State  Tax  on  Foreign  Held  Bonds,  (15  Wall., 
page  300,  326). 

tAct  June  30,  1885,  section  1.  (P.  L.,  page  193)  and  act  June  11,  1889.  section 
1,  (P.  L.,  page  420),  made  such  loans  taxable  at  the  rate  of  three  mills  on  the 
dollar,  but  the  act  of  June  8,  1891,  as  aforesaid,  increased  the  rate  of  taxation 
to  fO'Ur  mills  on  the  dollar. 

tThis  does  not  relate  to  school  districts. — See  case  of  Wharton  vs.  School 
Directors,  42  P.  S.  R.,  page  358. 
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districts,  on  the  first  day  of  Jamiai-y,  together  with  the  rates  of 

interest  thereon,  under  the  penalty  of  .f5,000,  to  be  settled,  sued  for 

and  ('ollected  as  debts  due  l)y  defaulting  public  officers  are  collected. 

The  said  treasurers  are  to  deduct  the  State  tax  on  the  payment  of 

interest  or  dividends  on  debts  due  by  the  county,  city,  borough  or 

district,  and  return  the  same  to  the  State  Treasury  within  thirtj^ 

days  thereafter;  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  General  to 

settle  the  accounts  of  the  several  treasurers,  fix  the  tax  due  and 

unpaid  and  transmit  notice  of  amount  by  mail  to  the  oflticers  making 

returns;  and  if  the  amounts  due  are  not  paid  within  sixty  days  the 

Attorney  General  is  to  sue  and  collect  the  same. 
Act  April  30,  1864,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  219). 

4.  The  scrip,  bonds  and  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  any  county 
owned  by  any  public  corporation  within  the  county,  the  income  of 
which  is  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  poor  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  public  roads  of  such  county,  are  exempt  from  taxation  for 
State  purposes. 

Act  March  24,  1877,  (.P.  L.,  page  44). 

5.  Bonds  issued  by  a  county  for  payment  of  riot  losses,  are  taxable 
for  State  purposes  at  the  rate  of  one-half  mill  on  the  dollar. 

Act  June  1,  1881,  (P.  L.,  page  37). 

0.  All  loans  issued  by  any  corporation  created  under  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth,  or  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  other  State  or 
government,  including  car  trust  securities  and  loans  secured  by 
bonds  or  any  other  form  of  certificate  or  evidence  of  indebtedness, 
whether  the  interest  be  included  in  the  principal  of  the  obligation 
or  payable  by  the  terms  thereof,  are  taxable  for  State  purposes  at 
the  rate  of  four  mills  on  the  dollar.  Act  June  8,  1891,  section  1,  (P. 
L.,  page  231).-" 

7.  The  treasurer  of  each  ptivate  corporation  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  or  any  other  State  of  the  United 
States,  doing  business  in  the  Commonwealth,  upon  the  payment  of 
any  interest  on  any  scrip,  bond  or  certificate  of  indebtedness  issued 
by  such  corporation  to  residents  of  this  Commonwealth  and  held 
by  them,  to  assess  the  tax  provided  for  State  purposes  upon  the 
nominal  value  of  each  and  every  evidence  of  said  debt,  and  to  re- 
port, on  oath,  annually,  on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  to  the 
Auditor  General,  the  amount  of  indebtedness  of  the  corporation 
owned  by  the  residents  of  the  Commonwealth  as  nearly  as  the  same 

*Act  June  30,  1885,  section  1,  P.  L.,  page  193),  and  act  June  1,  1889,  section  1, 
(P.  L.,  page  420),  made  corporate  loans  taxable  at  the  rate  of  three  mills  on 
the  dollar.  The  act  of  June  8,  1891,  as  aforesaid,  increased  this  rate  of  tax 
to  four  mills  on  the  dollar. 
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can  be  ascertained,  and  to  deduct  the  four  mill  tax  on  every  dollar 
of  the  interest  paid  as  aforesaid,  and  to  pay  the  same  into  the  titate 
Treasury  within  fifteen  days  after  the  31st  day  of  December,  each 
year;  his  compensation  for  this  service  to  be  the  same  as  city  and 
borough  treasurers  for  similar  services,  and  for  failure  to  assess  and 
pay  over  the  tax  a  penalty  of  ten  per  cent,  is  to  be  added  to  the  tax 

of  the  corporation  in  default. 

Act  June  30,  1885,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  194). 

S.  Compensation  of  treasurers  of  corporations  for  assessing  and 
collecting  tax  on  corporate  loans  is  five  per  cent,  on  the  first  |1,000 
or  fraction  thereof;  one  per  cent,  on  the  second  |1,0()0  or  fraction 
thereof,  and  one-half  per  cent,  on  all  sums  in  excess  of  |2,000. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  42,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  344);  act  April  5,  1842, 
section  11,  (P.  L.,  pag€  239). 


BONUS  ON  CHARTERS. 

1.  Every  company  chartered  under  the  General  Corporation  Act  of 
April  29,  1874,  or  accepting  the  same,  or  under  any  general  or  spe- 
cial law,  except  building  and  loan  associations,  and  corporations 
not  for  profit,  is  required  to  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  a  bonus 
of  one-third  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  its  authorized  capi- 
tal stock,  and  a  like  bonus  upon  any  subsequent  authorized  increase 
of  capital  stock;  and  a  similar  bonus  is  to  be  paid  upon  the  author- 
ized increase  of  capital  stock  of  companies  heretofore  incorporated. 
The  company  is  not  to  exercise  any  corporate  powers  or  go  into 
operation,  uor  is  the  Governor  to  issue  letters  patent  until  such 
bonus  is  paid,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  is  not  to 
file  proceedings  for  increase  of  capital  stock  until  he  is  satisfied  such 
bonus  is  paid. 

Act  June  15,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  156);  act  May  3,  1899.  section  1,  (P.  L., 
page  189).* 

2.  In  cases  of  reduction  of  capital  stock,  under  the  twenty-third 
section  of  the  General  Corporation  Act  of  April  29,  1874,  corpora- 
tioBS  are  not  liable  in  the  aggregate  for  a  greater  bonus  than  one- 
fourth  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  capital  as  altered  and  reduced. 
Act  May  22,  1878,  (P.  L.,  page  97). t 


*See  the  following  previous  acts  as  to  payment  of  bonus,  to  wit:  Act  May 
1,  1868,  section  15,  (P.  L.,  page  113);  act  March  22,  1887,  section  10,  (P.  L..  page 
13);  act  May  7,  1889,  (P.  L,,  page  115). 

tSee  act  May  29,  1885,  section  15,  (P.  L.,  page  36),  as  to  natural  gas  com- 
panies. , 
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TAX  ON  NET  EARNINGS  OR  INCOME. 

1.  vStoc'k  biokei's,  bill  brokers  asid  fxcbans'e  brokers,  and  private 
bankers,  are  required  to  make  a  sworn  return  to  tbe  Auditor  Gen- 
eral, on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  December,  annually,  setting 
forth  the  total  amount  of  their  receipts  from  commissions,  discounts, 
abatements,  allowances,  and  all  other  profits  arising  from  their 
business,  during  the  year  that  ended  on  November  3()th,  immediately 
preceding  date  of  return,  and  to  fotthwith  pay  into  the  State  Treasury 
three  per  centum  upon  the  aggregate  amount  contained  io  such  re- 
turn; the  i-evenues  derived  from  this  source  to  be  appropriated  to 
the  State  sinking  fund. 

Act  June  27,  1895,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  397). 

2.  Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  make  said  retorii,  and  to 
register  with  the  Auditor  General,  is  |1,00(),  to  be  settled  and  col- 
lected as  taxes  on  bank  dividends  are  settled  and  collected. 

Act  June  27,  1895,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  398). 

3.  All  corporations  and  limited  partnerships,  foreign  or  domestic, 
doing  business  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  not  subject  to  tax  on  cap- 
ital stock  or  gross  premiums,  excei)t  incorporated  banks  and  savings' 
institutions  with  capital  stock  and  foreign  insurance  companies,  are 
required  to  malce  report,  on  oath  of  some  officer,  amiually  upon  the 
first  Monday  of  November,  of  their  net  earnings  or  income  received 
from  all  sources  during  the  preceding  year,  and  to  pay  into  the  State 
Treasury  within  sixty  days  thereafter,  three  per  cent,  upon  such 
annual  net  earnings  or  income,  in  addition  to  any  tax  on  personal 
property  to  which  they  may  be  subject.  For  neglect  or  refusal  to 
make  report  on  or  before  December  31st,  such  corporations  and 
limited  jtartnerships  are  liable  to  a  penalty  of  |1,000,  to  be  added  to 
their  tax.    Manufacturing  companies  not  subject  to  this  tax. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  27,  (P.  L.,  page  435). 

4.  All  incorporated  isavings'  institutions  without  capital  stocli  are 
re<iuired  to  i)ay  .|25,  and  |1  for  evej-y  .|100,000,  or  fraction  thereof, 
of  assets  they  have  in  excess  of  flOO.OOO,  to  bear  the  expenses  of 
examination  of  their  accounts  by  the  State  Banking  Department. 

Act  February  11,  1895,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  7). 

TAX  ON  COLLATERAL  INHERITANCES. 

1.  All  estates,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  of  every  kind,  situated 
witliin  the  Commonwealth,  whether  the  jiersoii  or  persons  dying, 
seized  thei-eof,  be  ddiiiicilcd  williin  or  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
all  such  estates  situated  in  another  State  or  territory,  or  country, 
when  tlie  person  or  persons  dying,  seized  thereof,  shall  have  their 
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domicile  v/ithin  the  Commonwealth,*  passing  from  any  y.efsou  who 
may  die  seized  or  possessed  of  such  estate  either  by  will  or  under 
the  intestate  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  any  part  of  such  estate 
or  estates  or  interest  therein  transferred  by  deed,  grant,  bargain, 
or  sale,  made  or  intended  to  take  effect  in  possession  or  enjoyment 
after  the  death  of  the  grantor  or  bargainor,  to  any  person  or  persons, 
or  to  bodies  corporate  or  politic,  in  trust  or  otherwise,  otlier  than  to 
or  for  the  use  of  father,  mother,  husband,  wife  and  children  and 
lineal  descendants  horn  in  lawful  wedlock,  or  the  wife  or  widow  of 
the  son  of  the  person  dying  seized  or  possessed  thereof,  are  made 
subject  to  a  tax  of  five  dollars  on  every  one  hundred  dollars  of  the 
clear  value  of  such  estate  or  estates,  and  at  and  after  the  same 
rate  for  any  less  amount,  to  be  paid  to  the  use  of  the  Common- 
wealth; and  all  owners  of  such  estates,  and  all  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators and  their  sureties,  can  only  be  discharged  from  liability 
for  the  tax,  by  paying  the  same  over  for  the  use  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Estates  of  less  value  than  |250  not  subject  to  tax. 
Act  May  6,  1887,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  79). 

2.  Bequests,  devises  and  residuary  legacies  to  executors  in  lieu  of 
commissions,  to  be  taxed  on  all  amounts  in  excess  of  what  courts 
consider  fair  compensation  for  services  rendered. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  79). 

3.  Tax  on  reversionary  interests  not  payable  nor  interest  charge- 
able, until  actual  possession  is  acquired.  Tax  to  be  assessed  on 
value  of  estate  at  time  right  of  possession  accrues  to  owner.  Owner 
may,  however,  pay  tax  before  coming  into  possession,  if  he  desires 
to  do  so;  and  in  such  cases,  the  basis  for  assessment  of  the  tax  is 
the  value  of  the  estate  at  the  time  of  payment  of  tax,  after  deducting 
the  value  of  life  estates  or  estates  for  years.  Tax  on  real  estafe  to 
be  a  lien  until  paid.  Owners  of  the  personal  estate  to  make  return 
of  the  same  to  the  register  of  wills  within  one  year  from  the  death 
of  the  decedent,  and  enter  security  for  the  payment  of  the  tax; 
otherwise,  tax  to  be  immediately  payable  and  collectible. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  (P.  L.,  page  80). 

4.  A  discount  of  five  per  cent,  is  allowed  on  tax  ])aid  \vithin  three 
months  after  death  of  decedent.  If  not  paid  at  end  of  one  year  froiti 
death  of  decedent,  twelve  per  cent,  interest  to  be  charged.  In  cases 
of  unavoidable  delay  from  claims,  litigation  or  other  cause,  whereby 
an  estate  or  part  thereof  cannot  be  settled  within  one  year  from  death 
of  decedent,  only  six  per  cent,  interest  chargealde  on  tax  due  from 
the  unsettled  portion  of  the  estate;  and  where  such  unsettled  estate, 


*Real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property  situated  without  the  Common- 
wealth not  subject  to  tax.    Bittinger's  Estate,  127  P.  S.  R.,  page  338. 
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or  portion  thereof,  is  not  productive  of  six  per  cent,  interest,  parties 
entitled  to  the  same  ouh'  to  pay  such  interest  as  they  realize  from 
the  estate  during  the  time  tax  is  withheld. 
Act  May  6,  1887,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  80). 

5.  Tax  on  pecuniary  legacies  and  distributive  shares,  if  in  money, 
to  be  deducted  and  paid  by  executors,  administrators  and  trustees; 
if  not  money,  payment  of  tax  to  be  demanded  by  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  trustees  upon  appraised  value  of  such  legacies  or  distrib- 
utive shares,  and  they  not  compelled  to  pay  or  deliver  legacies  or 
distributive  shares,  except  on  payment  of  tax.  On  failure  to  pay 
tax,  specific  legacy  or  article  subject  to  tax,  or  portion  of  the  same, 
to  be  sold  at  public  sale,  after  notice  to  legatee,  and  balance  to  be 
distributed  as  directed  by  law.  Tax  retained  by  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators or  paid  into  their  hands,  to  be  promptly  paid  over. 
Act  May  6,  1887,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  80). 

'6.  If  legacy  is  for  a  limited  period,  upon  a  condition  or  contin- 
gency, tax  to  be  retained  upon  v/hole  amount,  if  in  money;  but  if  not 
in  money  and  apportionment  is  necessary,  orphans'  court  to  make 
apportionment  of  same  to  be  paid  by  legatees,  and  for  further  order 
relative  thereto. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  81). 

7.  When  legacy  is  a  charge  on  real  estate,  heir  or  devisee  to 

deduct  tax  before  paying  legacy,  and  i^ay  the  amount  so  deducted 

to  the  executor.    Tax  to  reniain  a  charge  on  real  estate  until  paid, 

and  payment  to  be  enfcn'ced  by  orphans'  court  in  same  manner  that 

payment  of  legacy  is  enforced. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  7.  (P.  L.,  page  81). 

8.  Executors  and  administrators  (o  notify  register  of  wills  of 
real  estate  subject  to  tax,  within  six  months  after  they  enter  on 
their  duties,  or  if  the  fact  be  not  known  to  them  within  that  time, 
then,  within  one  month  aftei-  they  have  knowledge  of  the  same; 
and  owners  of  estates  subject  to  tax,  upon  the  vesting  of  the  estate 
to  give  immediate  information  to  register  of  wills. 
Act  May  6,  1887,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  81). 

!).  Duplicate  receijits  for  payment  of  tax  to  be  taken  by  executors 
and  administrators,  one  to  l;e  sent  to  the  Auditor  General,  who 
shall  charge  the  register  of  wills  receiving  the  tax  with  the  amount 
of  the  same,  countersign  the  receipt  and  seal  the  same  with  the  seal 
of  his  oftice  and  return  to  executor  or  adnunistrator  sending  the 
receipt  to  hint.  The  receipt  so  sealed  and  countersigned  is  a  proper 
voucher  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  of  executors  and  administra- 
tors, but  in  no  event  are  they  to  be  credited  in  their  accounts  with 
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the  payment  of  the  tax  unless  receipts  for  the  same  are  sealed  and 
coimtersigned  by  the  Auditor  General. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  81). 

10.  On  assignment  or  transfer  of  stocks  and  loans  subject  to 
tax,  the  same  to  be  paid  at  time  of  transfer  to  register  of  wills  of 
county  where  transfer  is  made;  otherwise,  corporation  permitting 
the  transfer,  to  be  liable  for  the  tax. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  82). 

11.  Where  portions  of  legacies  paid  have  to  be  refunded  to  pay 
debts  proven  against  an  estate,  after  tax  has  been  paid,  a  proper 
proportion  of  said  tax  is  to  be  refunded,  if  not  paid  into  State 
Treasury. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  82). 

12.  Registers  of  wills  to  appoint  an  appraiser  to  fix  valuation 
of  estates  subject  to  tax  as  often  as  occasion  requires.  Appraiser 
to  make  a  fair  and  conscionable  appraisement,  and  to  fix  the  cash 
value  of  all  annuities  and  life  estates  growing  out  of  an  estate,  the 
tax  upon  which  shall  be  payable  immediately.  Persons  dissatis- 
fied with  appraisement  may  appeal,  within  thirty  days,  to  orphans' 
court,  on  paying  or  giving  security  to  pay  costs  and  whatever  tax 
court  fixes.  Court  to  determine  all  (luestions  of  valuation  and  lia- 
bility of  estate  for  tax,  with  right  of  appeal  to  Supreme  Court. 

'  Act  May  6,  1887,  section  12,  (P.  L.,  page  82). 

1.3.  Appraisers  of  estates  not  to  take  fees  or  rewards  from  execu- 
tors, administrators,  legatees,  next  of  kin  or  heirs;  for  so  doing 
registers  of  wills  to  dismiss  them  from  service,  and  on  conviction 
for  such  ofl:ense  they  are  to  pay  a  tine  not  exceeding  |500  and  be 
imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year,  either  or  both,  at  discretion 
of  court. 

Act  May  6.  1887,  section  13.  (P.  L.,  page  82). 

14.  Registers  of  wills  to  record  in  book  returns  made  by  ap- 
praisers, and  may  give  certificates  of  payment  of  tax  from  such 
record;  and  they  are  to  furnish  monthly  statements  of  aj^praisements 
to  the'  Auditor  General,  and  the  Auditor  General  to  record  such 
statements.  Taxes  remaining  due  and  unpaid  for  one  year  to  be 
collected  through  proceedings  in  the  orphans'  court,  on  bill  or 
petition  of  registers  of  wills  to  enforce  payment. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  14,  (P.  L.,  page  83). 

15.  Orphans'  court  authorized  to  cite  executors  and  administra- 
tors of  delinquent  estates  to  file  account,  or  cite  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  heirs  to  show  cause  why  tax  should  not  be  paid.  Notice 
to  be  published  when  personal  service  cannot  be  had.    If  tax  found 
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to  be  due  and  unpaid,  delinquents,  to  pay  the  same  and  costs.  Reg- 
ister of  wills  or  Auditor  General  to  employ  an  attorney  of  tbe  proper 
county  to  sue  for  and  recov'er  delio(]neut  tax;  and  Auditor  General 
to  allow  registers  of  wills,  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  costs 
of  advertising  and  other  reasonable  fees  and  expenses  incurred  in 

collection  of  tax. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  15,  (P.  L.,  page  83). 

10.  Registers  of  wills,  on  filing  bond  with  the  Auditor  General, 
to  be  agents  of  Commonwealth  for  collection  of  tax,  and  for  their 
services  in  collecting  tax  thej  are  allowed  to  retain  for  their  own 
use  five  per  cent,  upon  amount  of  tax  collected,  if  the  same  amounts 
to  less  than  |l!()(),(l(}0  in  any  one  year,  or  four  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  collected  if  the  same  is  |200,(HtO,  and  less  than  .f3()0,(H)0  in 
any  one  year,  or  three  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  collected  if  the 
same  is  |300,(IOf>,  or  more  in  any  one  year. 
Act  May  14,  1891,  (P.  L.,  page  59). 

17.  Registers  of  wills  to  give  bond,  with  two  or  more  sureties, 
io  such  amount  as  the  orphans'  court  may  direct,  conditioned  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties,  and  for  the  accounting  and 
paying  over  tax  collected.  Bond,  on  its  execiition  and  approval  by 
orphans'  court,  to  be  forwarded  to  Auditor  General. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  17,  (P.  L.,  page  84). 

18.  County  treasurers  to  collect  tax  until  bond  is  given  by  regis- 
ters of  wills. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  18,  (P.  L.,  page  84). 

19.  Registers  of  wills  to  make  monthly  returns  to  Auditor  Gen- 
eral of  moneys  received  for  use  of  Commonwealth,  and  pay  same 
into  State  Treasury.  • 

Act  May  24,  1893,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  125). 

20.  Neglect  to  make  I'etnrn  and  payment,  to  work  a  forfeiture  of 

commissions,  and  subject  delinquents  to  a  ten  per  cent,  penalty  on 

their  accounts. 

Act  May  14,  1893,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  125). 

21.  Twelve  per  cent,  interest  to  be  paid  on  delinquent  accounts. 
Act  May  24,  1893,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  125);  act  May  6,  1887,  section 

19,  (P.  L.,  page  84).' 

22.  Lien  of  tax  to  continue  until  same  is  paid,  but  is  limited  to 
property  chargeable  with  the  tax.  Tax  to  be  sued  for  within  five 
years  after  due  and  demandable,  otherwise  presumed  to  be  paid, 
and  to  cease  to  be  a  lien  against  purchasers  of  real  estate. 

Act  May  6,  1887,  section  20,  (P.  L.,  page  84). 
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23.  Appraisers  of  estates  subject  to  tax  to  be  allowed  $2  per  day, 
and  necessary  traveling  expenses,  to  be  itemized,  sworn  to,  and  be 
subject  to  approval  of  Auditor  General. 

Act  Jime  26,  1895,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  326). 

24.  Expert  may  be  appointed  appraiser  where  interests  of  Com- 
monwealth require  the  services  of  the  same.  Kegisters  of  wills 
to  certify  to  the  Auditor  General  the  necessity  for  the  services  of 
expert  appraisers,  and  such  appointments  not  to  be  made  without 
approval  of  Auditor  General.  Additional  compensation  may  be 
allowed  experts,  but  no  payment  for  such  service  to  be  made  until 
itemized  statement  of  services  rendered  and  compensation  recom- 
mended is  rendered,  under  oath,  to  Auditor  General  for  his  approval. 
Clerks  or  employes  in  offices  of  registers  of  wills  not  to  be  appointed 

as  experts. 

Act  June  26,  1895,  section  2,  (P.  K,  page  326). 

25.  Tax  erroneously  paid  may  be  refunded,  when  it  is  made  to 
appear  to  the  proper  courts  that  estates  are  not  subject  to  tax  on 
account  of  lineal  heirs  being  subsequently  discovered. 

Act  March  22,  1899,  (P.  L.,  page  20). 

26.  Tax  erroneously  paid  in  other  cases  may  be  refunded  on  sat- 
isfactory proof  of  such  erroneous  payment  rendered  State  Treasurer 
by  registers  of  wills,  but  applications  for  re-payment  must  be  made 
vvithin  two  years  from  date  of  payment. 

Act  June  12,  1878,  (P.  L.,  page  206). 


TAX  ON  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 

1.  All  personal  property  of  the  classes  hereinafter  enumerated, 
owned,  held  or  possessed  by  any  person,  persons,  copartnership,  or 
unincorporated  association  or  company,  limited  partnership,  bank 
or  company,  resident,  located  or  liable  to  taxation  within  the  Com- 
monwealth, or  by  any  joint  stock  company  or  association,  limited 
partnership,  bank  or  corporation  whatsoever,  formed,  erected,  or 
incorporated  by.  under  or  in  pursuance  of  any  hiw  of  the  Common- 
wealth or  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  other  State  or  government, 
and  liable  to  taxation  within  the  Commonwealth,  whether  such  per- 
sonal property  be  owned,  held  or  possessed  by  such  person  or  per- 
sons, copartnership,  unincorporated  association,  company,  joint  stock 
companf  or  association,  limited  partnership,  bank  or  corporation, 
in  his,  her,  their  or  its  own  right,  or  as  active  trustee,  agent,  attor- 
ney in  fact  or  in  any  other  capacity,  for  the  use,  benefit  or  advantage 
of  any  other  person,  persons,  copartnership,  unincorporated  asso- 
ciation, company,  joint  stock  company  or  association,  limited  part- 
nership, bank  or  corporation,  is  made  taxable  at  the  rate  of  four 
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mills  ou  ei'uh  dollas-  of  the  value  thereof,  and  no  failure  to  assess 
or  return  the  same  shall  discharge  such  owner  or  holder  from 
liability  for  tax  thereon,  to  wit:  All  mortgages,  all  moneys  o wing- 
by  solvent  debtors,  whether  by  promissory  note,  or  penal  or  single 
bill,  bond  or  judgment;  all  articles  of  agreement  and  accountiS  bear- 
ing interest;  all  public  loans  whatsoever,  except  those  issued  by 
'  this  Commonwealth  or  the  United  States;*  all  loans  issued  by  or 
shares  of  stock  iu  any  bank,  corporation,  associatioo,  company,  or 
limited  partnership,  created  or  formed  under  the  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth or  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  other  state  or  govern- 
ment, including  car  trust  securities  and  loans  secured  by  bonds  or 
any  other  form  of  certificate  or  evidence  of  indebtedness,  whether 
the  interest  be  included  in  the  principal  of  the  obligation  or  payable 
by  the  terms  thereof,  except  shares  of  stock  in  any  corporation  or 
limited  partnership  liable  to  tax  on  capital  stock  or  relieved  from 
payment  of  tax  on  capital  stock;  all  moneys  loaned  or  invested 
in  other  states,  territories,  the  District  of  Columbia  or  foreign  coun- 
tries; all  other  moneyed  capital  in  the  hands  of  individuals  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth.  This  section  not  to  apply  to  building  and 
loan  associations,  nor  to  bank  notes,  or  notes  discounted  or  nego- 
tiated by  any  bank,  banking  company,  savings'  institution  or  trust 
company. 

Act  .Tune  8,  ]891,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  231). 

2.  Board  of  revision  of  taxes  in  Philadelphia  and  county  commis- 
sioners in  other  counties,  to  furnish  assessors  annually  with  blanks 
supplied  by  Auditor  General ;  and  assessors  to  furnish  taxables  with 
said  blanks,  and  on  them  returns  of  property  subject  to  taxation 
are  to  be  made.  Eeturns  to  be  sworn  to  by  taxable  persons,  and  in 
case  of  copartnerships,  unincorporated  associations,  and  joint  stock 
associations  and  companies  by  some  member  thereof,  and  in  case 
of  limited  partnerships  and  corporations  by  the  president,  chai^'- 
man  or  treasurer.  Where  business  is  done  by  a  corporation,  joint 
-  stock  association  or  limited  partnership  in  more  than  one  county, 
return  is  required  to  be  made  only  in  the  county  where  the  principal 
office  is  located.  Obligations  of  public  or  private  corporations,  the 
tax  upon  which  is  required  by  law  to  be  collected  from  the  holders 
of  such  obligations  and  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  by  the  corpora- 
tions themselves,  are  not  to  be  included  in  returns.-f    Prior  laws 

*County  and  municipal  loans,  and  loans  of  private  corporations  are  taxable 
at  their  nominal  or  par  value.  All  other  loans,  school  bonds  included,  are 
taxable  at  their  actual  value.  . 

tObligations  of  public  and  private  corporations  referred  to  are  county  and  mu- 
nicipal loans  and  loans  of  private  corporations.  School  bonds  are  not  returned 
by  the  district  that  issued  them;  they  must  be  included  in  the  return  made  by 
a  taxable. 
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relating  to  the  collection  of  the  tax  uj.on  such  obligations  to  remain 
in  force. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  421). 

3.  Affidavit  to  return  of  taxables,  to  be  made  before  assessor, 
or  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths.  Oaths  to  set  forth  "hat 
return  is  full,  true  and  correct.  Making  false  returns  punishable  by 
a  fine  not  exceeding  ^500,  imprisonment  not  exceeding  seven  years, 
and  disqualification  from  ever  being  a  witness. 
Act  June  1,  1889,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  422). 

i.  Assessors  authorized  to  administer  oath  to  taxables,  free  of 
charge;  and  for  accepting  return  not  sworn  to  or  charging  for  oath, 
they  are  subject  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  $500. 
Act  June  1,  1889,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  422). 

5.  Assessors  to  make  return  from  best  information  obtainable,  on 
failure  of  taxables  to  make  same,  after  ten  days'  notice.  To  examine 
lists  of  judgments  and  mortgages,  and  charge  defaulters  with  amount 
of  liens  and  interest,  and  add  thereto  taxable  property  coming  to 
their  knowledge  from  other  sources.  Keturns  to  be  revised  by 
county  commissioners  and  board  of  revision  of  taxes,  from  records 
in  their  ottices,  and  evidence  secured  from  persons  and  papers,  m 
form  prescribed  by  Auditor  General.  Fifty  per  centum  to  be  added 
to  revised  and  estimated  returns.  Taxables  may  substitute  sworn 
return  for  estimated  one,  on  or  before  day  fixed  for  appeals  from 
assessments,  by  presenting  satisfactory  reasons  for  not  previously 

making  return. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  422). 

6.  Assessors  and  taxables  arranging  to  make  false  returns  to  be 
guilty  of  conspiracy,  and  on  conviction  to  be  sentenced  to  pay  a 
fine  not  exceeding  |l.<t<H»,  and  to  imiirisonmeut  not  exceeding  three 
years. 

Act  June  1,  1889.  section  G,  (P.  L.,  page  423). 

7.  Recorders  of  deeds  to  keep  daily  record  of  mortgages  and  arti- 
cles of  agreement  to  secure  payment  of  money,  and  of  assignments 
of  the  same,  and  to  file  the  same  monthly  with  county  commission- 
ers and  board  of  revision  of  taxes. 

Act  .June  1,  1889,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  424). 

8.  Prothonotaries  to  keep  daily  record  of  judgments  and  other 
instruments  to  secure  debt  that  are  entered  of  record,  and  tile  the 
same,  monthly  Avith  county  commissioners  and  board  of  revision 
of  taxes. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  8.  (P.  L.,  page  424). 
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9.  County  commissioiieis  and  hoard  of  revision  of  taxes  to  certify 
to  proper  county  record  of  morigages  and  judgments  held  by  non- 
residents, and  also  record  of  satisfaction,  when  satisfied. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  424). 

10.  Couuly  coinuiissioners  and  board  of  revision  of  taxes  to  fur- 
nish assessots'  statement  of  mortgages  and  judgments  filed  with 
them. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  425). 

11.  Assessors  to  <'ouii)a!'e  returns  of  taxables  with  statement  fur- 
nished by  county  commissioners  and  board  of  revision  of  taxes,  and 
note  any  excess  of  taxable  property  in  making  their  returns  to 
county  commissioners  and  board  of  revision  of  taxes. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  425). 

12.  County  c(imiiiissi(!ners  and  board  of  revision  of  taxes  to  charge 
taxables  with  excess  of  taxable  property  returned  to  them  by  as- 
sessors, and  notify  taxables  of  the  same,  and  that  the  increase  of 
valuation  is  subject  to  appeal. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  12,  (P.  L.,  page  425). 

13.  County  commissioners,  board  of  revision  of  taxes,  assessors, 
recorders  of  deeds  and  prothonotaries  failing  to  discharge  duties 
imposed  upon  them,  to  be  subject  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  $500  and 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Act  June  1,  1S89,  section  13,  (P.  L.,  page  426). 

14.  Countv  commissioners  and  board  of  revision  of  taxes  to  cause 
to  be  assessed  annually  upon  stages,  omnibuses,  hacks,  cabs  and 
other  vehicles  used  for  transporting  passengers  for  hire,  except 
steam  and  street  passenger  raihvay  cars,  and  upon  annuities  yielding 
annually  over  .f200,  a  tax  of  four  mills  on  each  dollar  of  the  value 
thereof. 

Act  June  8,  1891,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  232). 

15.  Auditor  (icncral  to  furnish  county  commissioners  and  board 
of  revision  of  taxes  with  blanks,  books,  notices  and  })ap<M'S. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  15,  (P.  L.,  page  426). 

16.  Three-fourths  of  the  taxes  based  on  returns  made  to  the 
State  Board  oF  Revenue  Commissioners  and  actually  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury,  to  be  returned  to  counties,  in  payment  of  expenses 
incurred  in  assessing  and  collecting  the  tax;  and  in  consideration 
thereof  no  claim  is  to  be  made  on  the  Commonwealth  for  abate- 
ments, tax  collectors'  couimissions,  extraordinary  expenses  incurred, 
uncollectible  taxes,  or  for  keeping  record  of  judgments  and  mort- 
gages. 

Act  June  8,  1891,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  232). 
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17.  Counties  and  cities  to  collect  tax,  and  ou  first  Monday  of 
September  to  pay  into  State  Treasury  what  is  then  collected,  and 
the  balance  on  second  Monday  of  Xovember  immediately  following. 
Ten  per  cent,  penalty  to  be  added  to  all  taxes  due  and  unpaid  by  a 
county  or  city  on  second  Monday  of  November,  to  be  charged  against 
each  delinquent  taxpayer;  and  city  and  county  treasurers  are  per- 
mitted to  retain  for  theit-  own  use  from  the  gross  sum  of  money 
paid  by  them  into  ihe  State  Treasury  the  commissions  named  and 

prescribed  by  existing  laws." 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  17,  (P.  L..  page  426). 

18.  Lenders  of  money  not  to  require  borrowers  to  pay  tax,  and 
in  cases  where  borrowers  pay  tax,  the  same  to  be  considered  usury, 
and  to  be  subject  to  the  laws  governing  the  same. 

Act  June  1,  1889,  section  18,  (P.  L.,  page  427). 

19.  Auditor  General.  State  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Com 
monwealth  made  a  board  of  revenue  commissioners  to  equalize  as- 
sessments and  taxes  foi-  use  of  Commonwealth. 

^ct  May  2^,  1878,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  126). 

20.  County  commissioners  and  board  of  revision  of  taxes  to  send 
State  Treasurer  for  use  of  board  of  revenue  commissioners  sworn 
statement  of  property  subject  to  taxation  for  State  purposes,  as 
returned  to  them  by  assessors,  and  to  answer,  on  oath,  interroga- 
tories and  inquiries  addressed  to  them  by  board  of  revenue  com- 
missioners. Failure  to  furnish  statement  or  answer  interrogatories 
to  be  a  misdemeanor  and  be  punishable  as  such;  and  statement  and 

answers  may  be  compelled  by  mandamus. 

Act  May  24,  1878,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  126). 

21.  Board  of  revenue  commissioners  to  determine  value  of  prop- 
erty made  taxable  by  law,  adjusting  and  equalizing  the  same,  so 
as  to  make  all  taxes  bear  equally  upon  all  property  subject  to  tax- 
ation for  State  purposes  in  proportion  to  its  actual  value;  to  ascer- 
tain value  of  items  subject  to  a  specific  tax,  and  quality  and  value 
of  classes  of  property  liable  to  an  ad  valorem  tax,  and  when  so 
ascertained  to  make  a  statement  of  the  same,  assigning  to  each 
county  the  quantity  and  value  of  taxable  property  therein,  and  the 

quota  of  tax  to  be  raised  therefrom. 

Act  May  24,  1878,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  126). 

*Compen£aticn  of  county  and  city  treasurers  is  one  peie,ceut.  on  the  amount 
of  tax  paid  into  the  State  Treasury.  Act  June  I'l,  1840.  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page 
614);  act  May  13,  1856,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  569).  Tax  is  paid  on  the  issuing 
of  the  State  Treasurer's  precept  under  act  May  24,  1878,  section  5,  (P.  L., 
page  127). 
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22.  Record  of  valuation  to  be  made  by  boai-d  of  revenue  commis- 
sioners in  duplicate,  and  one  copy  filed  with  Auditor  General  and 

State  Treasurer. 

Act  May  24,  1878,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  127). 

23.  State  Treasurer  to  send  copy  of  record  of  valuation  to  county 
commissioners  and  board  of  revision  of  taxes,  and  issue  his  precept 
requiring-  them  to  collect  tax  on  the  amount  of  valuation  and  prop- 
erty ascertained  to  be  liable  for  taxalion;  and  in  cases  of  increase 
in  valuation  of  property  subject  to  taxation,  statement  of  quota 
or  amount  of  tax  due  on  account  of  such  increase  is  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  county  commissioners  and  board  of  revision  of  taxes, 
and  they  are  to  collect  and  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  the  sum  fixed 
by  the  board  of  revenue  commissioners. 

Act  May  24,  1878,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  127). 

24.  Counties  aggrieved  by  action  of  boaid  of  revenue  commission- 
ers may  appeal  to  couit  of  common  pleas  of  Dauphin  county.  Court 
to  fix  time  of  hearing,  and  notice  to  be  served  on  Auditor  General 
and  State  Treasurec  thirty  days  before  hearing. 

Act  May  24,  1878,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  128). 

2.5.  Court  to  hear  and  determine  proceedings  on  ajipcal. 
Act  May  24,  1878,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  128). 

2t;.  Court  to  ascertain  errors  and  certify  amount  of  same  to 
Auditor  General,  who  shall  give  credit  therefor  to  counties. 
Act  May  24,  1878,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  128). 

27.  Appeals  not  to  suspend  or  [)ost()one  collection  of  taxes. 
Act  May  24,  1878,  section  10,  (P.  h.,  page  129). 

'28.  Board  of  revenue  commissioners  to  keep  journal  of  proceed- 
ings and  report  to  Legislature. 

Act  May  24,  1878,  section  11,  (P.  U,  page  129). 

2!).  Tax  colh'clcd  on  any  cxrcss  of  valuation  io  belong  (o  counties. 
Act  May  24,  1878,  section  12,  (P.  I^.,  page  129). 
i>oard  of  io\cnu<'  com niissioncrs  Io  icrri\c  a  s;ilai'y  of  |300 

for  each  member. 

Act  May  24,  1878,  seclion  13,  (P.  L.,  page  129). 

TAX  ON  WRITS,  WILLS,  DEEDS,  ET  CETERA. 

1.  Prothonotaries  of  courts  of  common  pleas,  recorders  of  deeds 
and  registers  of  wills  are  required  to  demand  and  receive  from 
parties\pplying  for  process  or  services  sun5S  as  follow  hereafter, 
to  be  taxed  in  bill  of  costs,  to  abide  the  event  of  suits,  and  to  be 

paid  "by  the  losing  party.* 

Act  April  16,  1830,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  1829-30,  page  272). 

*No  taxTo  be  allowed  oh  any  appeal  or  on  any  writ  or  process  issued  out 
of  the  Supreme  or  Superior  Court.    Act  May  19,  1897,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  68). 
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2.  Prothonotaries  to  demand  and  receive  on  every  original  writ, 
except  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  on  the  entry  of  every  amicable 
action,  the  sum  of  fifty  cents;  on  every  writ  of  certiorari  issued  to 
remove  the  proceedings  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman,  fifty 
cents;  on  every  entry  of  judgment  by  confession  or  otlierwise,  where 
suit  has  not  been  previously  commenced,  fifty  cents;  on  every  tran- 
script of  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman,  twenty  five  cents. 

Act  April  6,  1830,  Lection  3,  (P.  L.,  1829-30,  page  273). 

3.  Recorders  of  deeds  to  demand  and  receive  for  every  deed, 
mortgage  or  other  instrument  of  writing  offered  to  be  recorded,  fifty 
cents. 

Act  April  6,  1830,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  1829-30,  page  273). 

4.  Registers  of  wills  to  demand  and  receive  for  probate  of  a  will 

and  letters  testamentary  thereon,  fifty  cents,  and  for  granting  letters 

of  administration,  fifty  cents. 

Act  April  6,  1830,  section  5,  (P.  I^..  1829-30,  page  273). 

5.  Recorders  of  deeds  to  collect  for  use  of  Commonwealth  ou  each 
of  the  following  commissions,  |10,  as  follows:  Health  officer,  laza- 
retto, physician  and  port  physician,  Philadelphia;  prothonotary, 
clerk  of  oyer  and  terminer,  clerk  of  quarter  sessions,  clerk  of  orphans' 
court,  register  of  v/ills,  recorder  of  deeds  and  sheriff. 

Act  April  6,  1830,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  1829-30,  page  274).* 

6.  Prothonotaries,  recorders  and  registers  to  give  bond  to  Common- 
wealth for  collection  of  tax. 

Act  April  6,  1830,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  1829-30,  page  274);  act  March  15,  1832, 
section  1,  (P.  L.,  1831-32,  page  135);  act  April  14,  1834,  section  76,  (P.  L., 
page  355). 

7.  Court  of  common  pleas  in  each  county  to  appoint  an  auditor 
to  audit  accounts  of  county  officers  for  tax  and  fees  due  Common- 
wealth, and  make  report  to  the  Auditor  General.  Auditor  to  re- 
ceive fiom  county  treasury  .fl.50  per  day  for  his  services,  except  in 
I'biladelphia.  where  compensation  is  |2  per  day;  and  Auditor  Gen- 
eral may  appoint  an  additional  auditor  for  Philadelphia,  at  %1  per 
day,  payable  out  of  State  Treasury,  and  he  shall  also  fill  all  vacan- 
cies and  make  appointments  where  court  neglects  to  do  so. 

Act  April  14,  1846,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  415);  act  March  15,  1847,  sec- 
tion 1,  (P.  L.,  page  354);  act  March  27,  1848,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  270). 

S.  County  officers  to  make  monthly  returns  of  moneys  collected 
for  (/ommonwealth  and  monthly  payments  into  State  Treasury-.f 
Act  May  24,  1893,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  125). 

*See  act  February  10,  1851,  (P.  L.,  page  50),  as  to  Sullivan  county. 

tSee  section  4,  act  April  6,  1871,  (P.  L.,  page  477),  as  to  Allegheny  county. 
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9.  For  fMilnre  to  make  returns  and  payments,  as  afofesaid,  thej 
forfeit  fees,  aud  are  subjected  to  a  ten  per  cent,  penalty  Lo  be  added 
to  tax. 

Act  May  24,  1893,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  125). 

10.  Books  may  be  examined  and  accounts  settled  Fifty  per  cent, 
to  be  added  to  accounts  for  neglect  to  make  returns,  and  if  am.ount 
be  not  paid  within  fifteen  days,  said  accounts  are  to  bear  interest 
at  twelve  per  cent.  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer  may  in- 
struct Attorney  (ieneral  to  proceed  agaiost  sureties. 

Act  May  24,  1893,  sections  3  and  4,  (P.  L.,  page  125). 

MERCANTILE  LICENSES. 

1.  Retail  vendors  or  dealers  in  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  to 
pay  an  annual  license  of  |2  and  one  mill  additional  on  each  dollar, 
gross,  of  business  done  annually.  "Wholesalers  to  pay  $3  and  one- 
half  mill  on  each  dollaf,  gross,  of  business  done  annually.  Dealers 
or  vendors  at  a  board  of  trade  or  exchange  to  pay  twenty-five  cents 

on  each  .11,000,  gross,  of  goods  sold. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  184). 

2.  Persons  who  sell  to  dealers  and  vendors,  to  be  classed  as  whole- 
salers, and  all  others  as  retailers. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  184). 

3.  County  commissioners  to  appoint  mercantile  appraiser  an- 
nually, on  or  before  December  30th.  In  cities  of  first  class.  Auditor 
General  and  city  treasurer  to  appoint  five  appraisers,  all  of  whom 
shall  not  belong  to  one  party,  and  who  shall  serve  for  three  years. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  184). 

4.  Auditor  General  to  prepare  and  furnish  mercantile  appraisers 
with  blanks  to  be  distributed  to  vendors  or  dealers;  to  contain  re- 
quest for  information  as  to  volume  of  business  done;  report  to  be 
sworn  to  and  volume  of  business  done  during  the  calendar  year  to 
be  the  basis  for  rating  the  license. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  184). 

5.  Blanks  to  be  filled  and  returned  to  appraiser  within  ten  days 
from  receipt  of  same;  failure  to  do  so,  to  be  reported  to  county 
treasurer;  and  treasurer  then  to  require  owner  or  business  manager 
to  appear  before  him  with  books  and  accounts  for  examination,  and 
he  may  issue  subpoenas  and  attachments  to  compel  attendance  of 
owners  and  others,  and  production  of  books,  to  secure  information 
as  to  business  done;  aud  to  settle  account  for  tax  found  due.  Re- 
fusal io  luddr.te  1)0(d<s  and  jtapers  and  aii])ear  before  treasurer,  to 
be  punished  by  a  tine  of  |1,000.    Treasurer  (o  settle  an  account 


35 


against  owners  negleotiug  to  make  i-eport,  and  send  them  certified 

copy  of  settlement;  settlement  to  be  subject  to  appeal  for  thirty 

days,  and  to  be  final  if  not  appealed  from.    Treasurer  to  collect 

accounts  not  appealed  from. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  185). 

0.  Appraiser  to  forward  blanks  to  vendors  or  dealers  ten  days 
before  he  visits  their  places  of  business,  and  to  visit  them  personally, 
require  them  to  make  returns  of  sales,  and  to  administer  oaths  to 
them;  if  dissatisfied  v.ith  returns  made,  he  to  ascertain  and  assess 
license,  and  leave  notice  specifying  classification,  amount  of  license 
to  be  paid,  and  time  and  place  where  appeal  will  be  held.  Appeal 
to  be  held  by  county  treasurer  and  appraiser,  save  where  there  is  a 
board  of  appraisers,  who  shall  hear  appeals.  Vendors  or  dealers 
dissatisfied  with  the  rating  of  mercantile  appraiser  to  have  right  of 
appeal  to  county  treasurer  and  mercantile  appraiser,  who  are  re- 
quired to  hear  them;  and  if  dissatisfied  with  finding  of  county 
treasurer  and  mercantile  appraiser  or  board  of  mercantile  appraisers 
in  reference  to  their  classification,  they  can  appeal  to  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  which  shall  hear  and  determine  appeal  within  twenty 
days,  or  at  its  next  sitting.  On  failure  to  attend  appeal,  no  defence 
to  be  set  up  iu  suits  for  recovery  of  license  that  could  have  been 

heard  on  ajDpeals. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  186). 

i7.  Unpaid  licenses  to  be  sued  for  within  ten  days  after  July  1st, 

by  county  treasurer,  but  if  he  is  satisfied  license  cannot  be  collected 

he  shall  make  report  thereof  to  Auditor  General,  and  give  reasons, 

and  Auditor  General  may  exonerate  him  from  collection  of  license, 

and  in  that  case  no  suit  to  be  brought.*    Licenses  to  be  paid  to 

State  Treasurer  monthly. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  187). 

8.  Failure  of  mercantile  appraiser  to  visit  places  of  business  and 
furnish  notice  of  classification  and  license,  to  be  punished  by  a  fine 
of  $100. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  187). 

9.  Assessors  to  certify  to  county  treasuiers  lists  of  dealers  and 

vendors,  and  corrected  list  to  be  certified  to  Auditor  General  by 

county  treasurer. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  187). 

10.  Commissions  of  county  and  city  treasurers,  fees  and  mileage, 
and  laws  relating  to  advertising  lists,  to  remain  as  now  fixed  by  law. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  188). 

*See  act  March  11,  1870,  (P.  L.,  page  374),  as  to  Alleglieny  county.  ' 
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11.  After  ijublication  of  lists,  constables  to  report  to  eouiity  treas- 
urer all  omissions  from  list,  and  to  I'eeeive  a  fee  of  fifty  cents  for 

each  omission  reported. 

Act  May  2,  1899.  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  188). 

12.  Dealers  to  have  signs  on  places  of  business,  under  penalty 

of  $10  for  not  doing  so. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  188). 

13.  Eetailers  commencing  business  after  date  licexises  are  issuable, 
to  take  out  license  foi  fraction  of  year,  at  rate  of  $2(1  for  whole 
year,  but  full  license  required,  unless  persons  commencing  business, 
as  aforesaid,  do  not,  within  one  month  after  such  commencement, 

apply  for  and  take  out  license. 

'Act  April  7,  1830,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  389);  act  March  4,  1824,  section 
5,  (P.  L.,  1823-24,  page  34)i.-' 

11.  i^iceose  to  be  taken  out  for  each  store. 
Act  March  24,  1824,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  33). 

15.  Manufacturers  and  mechanics  not  having  a  store  or  warehouse 
separate  and  apart  from  mauufactory  or  worksho]),  exempt  from 

payment  of  license. 

Act  Fehruary  27,  1868,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  43). 

16.  Manufacturers  and  mecha'dcs  selling  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise other  than  their  own  manufacture,  in  excess  of  the  annual 

value  of  |500  to  pay  license. 

Act  April  9,  1870,  (P.  L.,  page  59). 

17.  Farmers  selling  theii-  own  produce,  or  occupying  stalls  in  a 
market  or  sidewalk,  not  required  to  jiay  license  in  cities  of  first 
class. 

Act  April  18,  1878,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  28).  See  also  case  of  Barton 
vs.  Morris,  1  W.  N.  C,  page  .543,  holding  that  farmers  cannot  be  rated  and 
made  pay  license  for  selling  produce  in  a  market. 

18.  Mercantile  ajipraiseis  to  receive  a  fee  of  fifty  cents  on  each 
certificate  of  license  granted  (to  be  collected  from  person  to  whom 
license  is  issued)  and  six  cents  per  !uile,  circular,  for  each  mile 
necessarily  traveled  in  the  dischai-ge  of  their  duties.  In  Phihidel- 
phia  county,  they  receive  sixty-two  and  one-half  cents  for  every  name 
returned  by  them  to  the  city  treasurer,  to  be  paid  and  deducted 
from  the  amount  collected  for  the  State  for  licenses,  and  three  cents 
per  mile  for  each  mile  necessarily  traveled  in  the  discharge  of  their 

*Licenses  under  said  act  of  April  7,  1830,  date  from  May  1st,  hut  as  returns, 
under  act  of  May  2,  1899,  have  to  be  made  for  the  calendar  year,  it  is  question- 
able whether  licenses  can  now  be  taken  out  for  a  fraction  of  a  year  under 
acts  of  April  7,  1830,  and  March  4,  1824.  -  . 
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duties;  the  same  mileage  is  also  allowed  in  the  county  of  Allegheny. 
Appraisers  must  make  affidavit  to  their  accounts  for  mileage,  and 
such  accounts  are  paid  out  of  the  State  Treasury  on  the  warrant  of 

the  Auditor  General. 

Acts  February  27,  1865,  (P.  L.,  page  4);  May  24,  1871,  section  3,  (P.  L., 
page  1127;  April  22,  1846,  section  12,  (P.  L.,  page  4S9);  April  11,  1862,  section 
3,  (P.  L.,  page  493),  and  April  15,  1850,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  472). 

19.  Mercantile  appraisers'  list  to  be  published  by  county  commis- 
sioners in  three  newspapers  of  general  circulation  in  each  county, 
one  of  which  is  to  repiesent  the  minority  party  of  the  two  principal 
political  parties  of  the  county,  and  one  of  which  may  be  a  German 
or  Welsh  paper,  but  such  list  need  not  be  published  in  more  than 
two  newspapers  if  the  county  commissioners  desire  to  limit  the 
same.  In  cities  of  the  first  class  Auditor  General  and  City  Treasurer 
to  direct  list  to  be  publislied  in  four  newspapers.  In  Berks  county, 
the  list  is  (o  lie  [uiblished  in  four  newspapers,  two  of  which  are  to 
be  newspapers  iirinted  in  the  (  ierman  language. 

Act  April  20,  1887,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  60);  act  April  23,  1867,  (P.  L., 
page  1307). 

20.  Newspapers  to  be  allowed  usual  rates  of  advertising  charged 
to  private  customers  for  such  publication,  not  to  exceed  thirty  cents 
per  line  for  four  insertions.  Amount  paid  for  advertising  not  to 
exceed  ten  per  cent,  of  moneys  received  the  preceding  year  from 
class  of  licenses  advertised.  Bills  to  be  certified  'to  county  treas- 
urer by  appraiser,  and  treasurer  to  pay  same;  and,  on  approval 
by  Auditor  (Tenei'al,  to  receive  credit  for  amount  paid  in  set( lenient 
of  his  account  with  the  Commonwealth. 

Act  April  20,  1887,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  60). 

21.  All  State  accounts  to  be  audited  by  Auditor  General. 
Act  April  20,  1887,  (P.  L.,  page  60). 

22.  To  be  no  pay  for  advertising,  uor  fee  to  appraisers,  for  fictitious 
name  or  names  of  persons  not  residing  at  places  designated. 

Act  April  20,  1887,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  60). 

23.  Appraisers  to  give  notice  in  Philadelphia  that  licenses  must  be 

taken  out  on  or  before  June  25th. 

Act  April  18,  1855,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  244). 

24.  Appiaisers  in  Philadelphia  to  sit  as  a  board  of  appeals  for 
thirty  days  after  first  publication  of  list,  to  correct  erroneous  assess- 
ments; on  expiration  of  thirty  days,  and  after  list  has  been  finally 
adjusted  and  placed  in  hands  of  city  treasurer,  said  treasurer  to 
appoint  collectors,  not  exceeding  six  in  number,  to  collect  delinquent 
licenses,  and  ten  per  cent,  additional  for  their  services. 

Act  April  13,  1866,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  104). 
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25.  If  pavment  is  not  made  within  thirty  days  after  demand  made, 
the  amount  thereof  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale. 

Act  April  13,  1866,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  104).  , 

26.  Appraisers  to  furnish  list  to  county  or  city  treasurers,  and 
copy  to  be  transmitted  to  Auditor  General  within  thirty  days  there- 
after; and  treasurers  to  collect  the  licenses  from  the  persons  charged 

with  the  same,  together  with  his  own  fee  and  the  fees  of  appraisers. 

Act  April  16,  1845,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  534). 

27.  Amount  of  licenses  to  be  charged  to  county  and  city  treasurers, 
and  they  not  to  be  discharged  therefrom  (if  not  exonerated  by 
Auditor  General)  unless  suits  are  brought  for  their  recovery,  and 
pressed  to  judgment  and  execution,  and  the  amount  paid  into  State 
Treasury  on  or  before  October  1st. 

Act  April  11,  1862,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  493). 

28.  Licenses  to  be  paid  to  county  treasurer. 
Act  May  11,  1853,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  673). 

29.  Treasurers  to  keep  book  account  of  moneys  received  for  li- 
censes. 

Act  March  4,  1824,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  1823-24,  page  34). 

30.  Licenses  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  with 
right  of  appeal. 

Act  April  11,  1862,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  493). 

31.  Neglect  of  duty  by  aldermen  and  others  to  be  punished  by 

fine  of  f  100. 

Act  March  4,  1824,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  1823-24,  page  34). 

32.  In  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  cities,  the  city  treasurer  collects 
mercantile  licenses,  and  he  is  required  to  give  bond  to  the  Common- 
wealth by  act  of  February  18,  1871,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  88). 

33.  In  Scranton  city,  the  city  treasurer  collects  mercantile  licenses. 
Act  March  30,  1867,  section  7,  (P.  K,  page  632). 

34.  In  Carbondale  city,  city  treasurer  collects  licenses. 
Act  May  4,  1857,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  387). 

WHOLESALE  LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

1.  Wholesale  liquor  dealers  to  pay  for  the  use  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  licenses  in  cities  of  first  and  second  class,  |1,(»00;  in 
cities  of  the  third  class  and  all  other  cities,  |50();  in  boroughs,  |200; 
in  townships,  $100.    Licenses  to  be  paid  into  State  Treasury  within 

ninety  days.       '  - 

Act  July  30,  1897,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  468). 


39 


2.  To  be  licensed  for  one  year  by  coiuHs  of  quarter  sessions. 
Act  June  9,  1891,  (P.  L.,  page  257). 

3.  Rectifiers,  compounders,  storekeepers  or  agents  not  included 
in  any  other  classification  for  license,  and  who  have  stores,  offices 
or  places  of  business  in  the  Commonwealth,  are  required  to  pay 
the  same  license  as  wholesale  dealers. 

Act  July  30,  1897,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  468). 

RETAIL  LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

1.  Persons  licensed  to  sell  at  retail  any  vinous,  spirituous,  malt 
or  brewed  liquors,  or  any  admixture  thereof  in  any  house,  room  or 
place,  hotel,  inn  or  tavern,  to  pay  in  cities  of  first  and  second  class, 
11,000;  in  cities  of  third  class,  |500;  in  other  cities,  |300;  in  bor- 
oughs, floO;  in  townships,  |75.  To  be  paid  to  county  treasurers  for 
use  of  counties  in  the  following  proportions:  In  cities,  the  sum  of 
flOO;  in  boroughs  and  townships,  one-fifth  of  amount  of  licenses  to 
be  paid  to  treasurers  of  counties  for  use  of  counties,  and  the  balance 
to  treasurers  of  cities,  boroughs  and  townships  for  their  respective 
use;  the  money  paid  in  township  treasuries  to  be  applied  to  repair  of 
roads. 

Act  June  9,  1891,  (P.  L.,  page  428). 

2.  Licenses  to  be  granted  by  courts  of  quarter  sessions,  and  in 
cities  of  first  class  mercantile  appraisers  are  to  receive  a  fee  of 
$2.50,  to  be  collected  from  the  applicant  for  license. 

Act  May  13,  1887,  (P.  L.,  pages  108,  109). 

3.  Retail  liquor  dealers  to  pay  an  additional  license  for  use  of 
Commonwealth,  as  follows:  -flOO  in  cities  of  first  and  second  class; 
foO  in  other  cities;  $50  in  boroughs;  $25  in  townships. 

Act  July  30,  1897,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  469). 

BREWERS'  LICENSES. 

1.  Brewers  to  pay  annual  license  fee  according  to  the  production 
of  their  breweries,  graded  on  the  number  of  barrels  produced  the 
preceding  year.  Each  brewery  to  be  licensed  separately,  and  new 
breweries  to  pay  for  first  year  |1,000.  The  graded  license  of  brewers 
runs  from  |250  on  breweries  producing  less  than  1,000  barrels  an- 
nually to  $6,000  on  those  produicng  more  than  300,000  barrels 
annually.  They  are  to  produce  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  or  State  Treasurer  when  they  make  application 
for  license  of  the  number  of  barrels  they  brewed  the  preceding  year. 
State  Treasurer  to  license  brewers  of  malt  and  brewed  liquors  who 
sell  to  licensed  dealers  only  the  product  of  their  breweries  in  pack- 


40 


ages  of  not  less  than  twelve  pint  bottles,  or  in  casks  of  not  less  than 

one-eighth  barrel.    The  price  of  such  license  is  .fl,UO(),  and  the  license 

is  to  be  framed  and  exposed  in  view  in  the  brewei'y  licensed.  Other 

brewers  to  be  licensed  by  court.    Brewers  asid  distillers  permitted 

to  deliver  their  product  within  the  county  where  licensed,  and  their 

delivery  wagons  to  have  marked  on  the  side  the  name  of  the  licensee 

and  the  number  of  the  license  in  letters  and  figures  not  less  than 

four  inches  long. 

Act  July  30,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  464). 

DISTILLERS'  LICENSES. 

1.  Distillers  like  brewers  are  to  pay  an  annual  license  fee  accord- 
ing to  the  production  of  their  distilleries,  graded  on  the  number 
of  barrels  produced  the  preceding  year.  New  distillers  to  pay  for 
first  year  .|1,0<K).  Tiie  graded  license  of  distillers  runs  from  flOO 
on  distilleries  producing  less  than  50  barrels  annually,  to  |2,0(t0  on 
those  producing  more  than  20,(100  barrels  annually.  Distillers  are 
licensed  by  courts  of  (piarter  sessions,  and  not  by  State  Treasurer, 
l)ut  other  [irovisions  relating  to  brewers  are  applicable  to  distillers. 
Act  July  30,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  464). 

BOTTLERS'  LICENSES. 

1.  Bottlers  to  pay  an  annual  license  fee  of  |500  in  cities  of  first 

and  second  class;  P50  in  other  cities;  .|H50  in  boroughs;  |125  in 

townships. 

Act  July  30,  1897,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  468). 

2.  To  be  licensed  by  court  of  quarter  sessions. 
Act  June  9,  1891,  (P.  L.,  page  2.57). 

BILLIARD  LICENSES.* 

1.  Billiard  rooms,  bowling  saloons  and  len  pin  alleys  to  be  licensed 

annually,  under  penalty  of  fine  not  exceeding  .|500  or  imjiiisonment 

not  exceeding  three  months. 

Act  April  10,  1849,  section  19,  (P.  L.,  page  573). 

2.  License  to  be  |30  tor  first  table  or  alley,  and  $10  for  each  addi- 
tional table  or  alley;  but  no  license  to  be  paid  on  such  tables  or 
alleys  connected  with  institutions  for  relief  of  insane  or  diseased 
persons,  and  in  possession  of  private  individuals  who  have  them  not 

for  pay  or  public  use. 

Act  May  15,  1850,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  772);  act  April  14,  1851,  sectio^n 
9,  (P.  L.,  page  570). 

*Pool  is  but  a  variation  of  the  game  of  billiards,  and  keepers  of  pool  tables 
are  liable  for  license.— Williams  vs.  Commonwealth,  12th  W.  N.  C,  page  471. 
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3.  In  Bedford,  Caibou  and  Monroe  counties,  and  at  Cressou 
Springs,  Cambria  county,  Loretto  Springs,  same  county,  and  Eplirata 
Springs,  in  Lancaster  county,  license  is  at  rate  of  |2.50  per  month 
for  every  month  the  billird  room,  bowling  saloon  or  ten  pin  alley 
is  in  use. 

Act  April  3,  1S52,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  281);  act  March  22,  1860,  (P.  L., 
page  229);  act  April  5,  1862,  (P.  L.,  page  276);  act  February  27,  1863.  (P. 
L.,  page  77);  act  April  10,  1867,  (P.  L.,  page  1076). 

i.  One-half  the  flues  for  keeping  billiard  rooms,  bowling  saloons 
and  ten  pin  alleys  without  license  to  be  for  use  of  prosecutor,  and  the 
other  half  for  use  of  Commonwealth. 

Act  May  15.  1S50,  section  4.  (P.  L.,  page  772). 

5.  No  license  to  keep  billiard  !(»(im.  l)owling  sabMin  or  Icn  i)in 
alley  to  be  granted  in  Wyoming  county. 

Act  April  27,  1852,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  468). 

0.  Bagatelle  tables  to  be  licensed  in  Allegheny  county.  Rate  of 
license  is  |5  annually  for  each  table,  together  with  a  fee  of  50  cents 
for  the  county  treasurer  and  37^  cents  for  the  mercantile  appraiser. 
Keeping  tables  without  license,  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
|10,  nor  more  than  -flOO,  but  sucli  tables  can  be  used  in  institutions 
for  the  insane  and  diseased  without  license. 

Act  May  11,  1853,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  673). 

7.  Mercantile  appraiser  to  return  to  county  treasurer  all  persons 

keeping  tables. 

Act  Jnue  11,  1853,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  673). 

EATING  HOUSE  LICENSES. 

1.  Keepers  of  eating  houses,  restaurants,  oyster  cellars  or  other 
places  where  refreshments  are  sold,  and  not  liquors,  to  be  licensed 
annually,  if  their  sales  amount  to  $500.  They  are  to  be  rated  by 
the  mercantile  appraiser  and  to  pay  license  varying  from  !|5  to 
|200,  in  proiKirtion  to  the  sales  they  make  annually. 

Act  April  10,  1849,  sections  20,  21,  22  and  23,  (P.  L.,  page  547). 

BROKERS'  LICENSES. 

1.  Stock  brokers,  bill  brokers,  exchange  brokers,  merchandise 
brokers  and  real  estate  brokers,  to  be  licensed  annually,  and  to  pay 
therefor  three  per  cent,  upon  their  annual  receipts  from  commis- 
sions, discounts,  abatements,  allowances,  or  other  similar  means 
used  in  the  transaction  of  their  business. 

Act  May  15.  1850,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  773). 
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2.  Mercantile  appraisers  to  assess  brokers,  according  to  the 
amount  of  business  done,  in  the  same  manner  as  required  in  case 
of  vendors  of  merchandise,  subject  to  right  of  appeal. 
Act  May  15,  1850,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  773). 

AUCTIONEERS'  LICENSES. 

1.  Auctioneers  to  be  rated  with  merchandise  brokers,  and  to  pay 
in  the  same  manner  as  brokers,  three  per  cent,  upon  tiieir  annual 
receipts  from  commissions,  abatements,  discounts,  allowances  or 
other  means  used  in  the  transaction  of  their  business.  In  Phila- 
delphia the  license  not  to  be  less  than  .f.500. 

Act  June  26,  1873,  (P.  L.,  1874,  page  332). 

PEDDLERS'  LICENSES. 

1.  Persons  disabled  from  procuring  a  livelihood  by  labor  may  be 
licensed  to  peddle,  for  which  license  they  are  required  to  pay  to 
travel  on  foot,  |8;  with  one  horse  and  wagon,  |1G,  and  with  two 
horses  and  wagon,  |25.  No  license  to  extend  further  than  the 
coiwity  for  which  it  was  granted,  save  wholesale  peddlers,  who  are 
required  to  pay  for  license  to  travel  with  one  horse  and  wagon,  $40, 
and  with  two  horses  and  wagon,  .foO. 

Act  April  2,  1830,  (P.  L.,  1829-30,  page  147);  act  April  16,  1840,  (P.  L., 
page  433). 

2.  Punishment  for  peddling  without  license  or  refusing  to  show 

license  is  a  fine  of  |20. 

Act  May  9,  1889,  (P.  L.,  page  150). 

3.  Disabled  soldiers  and  sailors  permitted  to  peddle  without  li- 
cense on  following  conditions:  Production  of  pension  certificate 
as  evidence  of  disability,  or  certificate  from  a  United  vStates  examin- 
ing surgeon  that  a  living  cannot  be  procured  by  manual  labor,  and 
a  certificate  from  a  prothonotary  that  affidavit  has  been  filed  with 
him  setting  forth  that  the  soldier  or  sailor  desiring  to  peddle  is  the 
owner,  in  his  own  right,  of  all  the  goods  he  nroposes  to  peddle. 
These  certificates  and  the  soldier's  or  sailor's  discharge  from  United 
States  service,  are  evidence  of  right  to  peddle. 

Act  June  9,  1891,  (P.  L.,  page  250).* 

■^The  special  laws  relating  to  peddling,  passed  prior  to  the  adoption  of  our 
present  State  Constitution,  are  too  numerous  to  give.  Some  prohibit  peddling 
altogether,  others  require  a  special  license  for  a  county  or  city,  and  others 
place  conditions  and  limitations  on  the  granting  of  a  license.  The  only  safe 
rule  to  be  observed  by  any  one  who  desires  to  peddle  is  to  make  inquiry  of 
the  treasurer  of  a  county  wherein  he  proposes  to  peddle  what  requirements 
and  restrictions  there  are  on  peddling  in  that  county, 
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THEATRE,  CIRCUS,  ETC.,  LICENSES. 

1.  Owners  and  lessees  of  buildings  fitted  up  and  used  for  theatrical 
or  operatic  entertainments  or  for  the  exhibition  of  museums,  to 
pay  an  annual  license  as  follows:  $500  in  cities  of  first  class,  $400 
in  cities  of  second  class,  |T5  in  cities  of  third  class,  and  |30  in  bor- 
oughs and  townships. 

For  circuses  and  menageries  the  license  to  be  the  same  as  is 
required  for  theatres,  and  when  exhibited  in  a  building  the  license 
is  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  building.  When  exhibited  in  a  tent 
or  similar  enclosure,  the  license  is  to  be  j)aid  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
circus  or  menagerie.  The  proprietor  of  a  circus  or  menagerie  exhibit- 
ing in  a  tent  or  enclosure  can  take  out  a  yearly  license  for  the  entire 
State,  on  the  payment  of  $1,000.  Licenses  for  theatres,  circuses  and 
menageries  to  be  issued  by  county  treasurers.  Penalty  for  exhibit- 
ing without  license  is  a  fine  not  less  than  $100  nor  more  than  |500. 
Act  June  24,  1895,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  249). 

DUTIES  OF  COUNTY  TREASURERS. 

1.  Each  county  treasurer,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of  his 
office,  to  give  bond  to  be  approved  by  two  of  the  judges  of  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  in  such  penalty  as  the  judges  shall  deem  suffi- 
cient, condition  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  all  duties  enjoined 
on  him  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  for  the  payment  accord- 
ing to  law,  of  all  moneys  received  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Bond  to  be  acknowledged,  recorded  and  forwarded  to  Audi- 
tor General.  i 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  34,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  543). 

2.  State  Treasurer  may  require  new  bond  in  case  of  death  of  sure- 
ties, or  in  cases  of  insolvency  or  failing  circumstances. 

Act  May  7,  1855,  section  75,  (P.  L.,  page  507). 

3.  County  treasurer  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  State  for  Ihe  collec- 
tion of  the  several  classes  of  licenses,  as  aforesaid;  to  keep  separate 
accounts  of  all  moneys  received  by  him  on  behalf  of  the  Common- 
wealth. ; 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  38,  (P.  L.,  page  543). 

4.  To  make  monthly  returns  and  payments  of  moneys  received  for 
use  of  Commonwealth.  Failure  to  do  so  to  work  a  forfeiture  of 
commissions,  and  a  ten  per  cent,  penalty  to  be  added  to  amount  due. 

Act  May  24,  1893,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  125). 

5.  On  failure  to  make  monthly  returns  and  payments,  books  and 
accounts  may  be  examined,  and  an  account  settled  by  Auditor  Gen 
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eral  aud  State  Treasuier,  aud  fifty  per  ceut.  to  be  added  to  auy 

amount  found  due. 

Act  May  24,  1893,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  125). 

G.  Accouut  may  be  placed  in  hands  of  Attorney  General,  and  to 
bear  twelve  per  cent,  interest  from  flfteeo  days  after  settlement,  or 
sureties  may  be  proceeded  against  immediately. 

Act  May  24,  1893,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  125). 

7.  County  auditors  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  county 
treasurer  with  the  State  Treasurer. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  49,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  546). 

8.  To  send  copy  of  report  to  .Vuditor  General. 
Act  April  15,  1834,  section  59,  (P.  L.,  page  547). 

9.  Appeal  may  be  taken  from  report  to  court  of  common  pleas. 
Act  April  15.  1834,  section  56,  (P.  L.,  page  547). 

10.  In  Allegheny  county,  the  auditor  appointed  by  court  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  prothonotai y,  audits  the  account  of  the  county 
treasurer  for  licenses,  and  the  county  comptroller  for  State  tax  on 

personal  property. 

Act  May  1,  1861,  section  18,  (P.  L.,  page  454). 

11.  Treasurer  may  be  renu)ved  from  office  for  failure  to  transmit 

bond  to  Auditor  General. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  36,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  543). 

12.  Kond  to  lie  delivered  up  one  year  after  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts. 

Act  April  1,  1835.  (P.  L.,  1834-35,  page  101). 

13.  Commissions  of  county  treasurers  for  moneys  collected  on 
behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  are  five  per  cent,  where  the  amount 
does  not  exceed  |1,()(H);  one  per  cent,  when  the  amount  exceeds 
$1,000  and  does  not  exceed  |2.000,  and  one-half  per  cent,  on  all  sums 
•in  excess  of  |2.000.    Act  April  15,  1834,  section  42,  (P.  L.,  1833-34, 

])age  544).  On  State  tax  on  personal  jiroperty,  he  is  allowed  one  per 
cent,  on  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury. 

Act  June  11,  1840,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  614);  act  May  13,  1856,  section  9, 
(P.  L.,  page  569). 

NOTARIES  PUBLIC  COMMISSIONS. 

1.  Governor  authorized  to  appoint  as  many  notaries  public  as  in 
his  judgment  the  interests  of  the  public  may  reciuire,  but  .f2o  to 
be  paid  into  State  Treasury  for  each  commission  issued. 
Act  February  19,  1873,  (P.  L.,  page  36). 
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FEES  OF  PUBLIC  OFFICERS. 

1.  Piothonotai-ies,  clerks  of  (ourts  of  quarter  sessions  and  orphaus' 
courts,  registers  of  wills  and  recorders  of  deeds,  to  pay  into  State 
Treasury,  after  deducting  clerk  hire  and  office  expenses,  fifty  per 
centum  on  any  excess  of  fees  over  and  above  |2.0riO  received  by  tlieni 
annually.  If  one  person  holds  one  or  more  of  said  oftices,  the  fees 
received  from  the  several  offices  held  ((!  be  aggregated,  and  tifty  per 
cent,  of  ihe  excess  over  and  above  .f-'.OOO,  and  necessary  clerk  hire 
and  office  expenses,  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  Auditor  General 
all  excess  of  fees  received,  as  aforesaid.  Act  April  i',  ISfiS,  section  8, 
iV.  L.,  page  11);  act  May  6,  1874,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  125);  act  March 
10,  1810,  (P.  L.,  1809-10,  page  70).  as  to  counties  not  covered  by 
acts  of  April  2,  18(58,  and  May  6,  1874,  as  aforesaid.  This  latter  act 
provides  for  return  to  State  Treasury  of  fifty  per  cent,  of  all  fees 
received  annually  in  excess  of  $1,500.* 

2.  Attorney  General  to  pay  into  Slate  Treasury  all  commissions 
received  by  liim  in  excess  of  |7,000  per  annum. 

Act  April  7,  1870,  section  3.  (P.  L.,  page  5Sj. 

3.  For  fees  and  licenses  to  be  colled ed  and  paid  into  State  Treas- 
ury by  the  Insurance  Commissioner,  see  act  April  4.  1873,  sections 
6  and  7,  (P.  L.,  page  25);  act  May  1,  1876,  sections  38  and  45,  (P.  L., 
pages  04,  G5). 

4.  For  fees  to  be  collected  and  paid  into  State  Treasury  by  th;' 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  Audi- 
tor General  and  State  Treasurer,  see  act  April  27,  1871.  iP.  L.,  page 
242);  April  15,  1873,  (P.  L.,  page  75);  April  1.  1837,  (P.  L.,  1836-37, 
page  132),  and  April  22,  1846,  (P.  L.,  page  486). 

5.  Health  offilcer,  Philadelphia,  to  collect  and  pay  into  State  Treas- 
ury for  certificates  of  health  issued  by  him  to  steam  vessels  arriving 
from  foreign  ports,  |10;  to  sailing  vessels,  .f5,  and  to  coasting  vessels 
arriving  from  ports  south  of  Saint  Mary  river,  |2.50. 

Act  June  5,  1893,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  298). 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1.  The  Commonwealth  receives  some  revenue  annually  from  es- 
tates of  persons  who  die  intestate,  and  without  known  heirs  or 
kindred.  In  all  such  cases,  said  estates  escheat  to  the  Common- 
wealth. 

For  law  regulating  escheats,  see  act  May  2,  1889,  (P.  L.,  page  66). 

*In  Allegheny  county,  under  act  of  April  6,  1871,  (P.  L.,  page  416),  and  in 
Philadelphia  county,  under  act  of  March  31,  1876,  (P.  L.,  page  13).  the  fees 
received  by  county  officers  belong  to  the  county.  Commonwealth  vs.  William 
B.  Mann,  et  al..  168  P.  S.  R.,  page  290;  Commonwealth  vs.  Allegheny  county, 
168  P.  S.  R.,  page  303. 
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2.  Deposits  in  savings'  institutions  remaining  unclaimed  for  tliirty 
years,  to  escheat  to  Commonwealth. 

Act  April  17,  1872,  (P.  L.,  page  62). 

-  3.  There  is  paid  iiito  the  State  Treasury  annually  certain  sums  of 
money  for  analyzing  commercial  fertilizers,  but  as  the  moneys  thus 
paid  ill  are  used  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  analysis  made,  they  cannot 
properly  be  considered  a  revenue  of  the  Commonweal ih. 

The  act  providing  for  the  analysis  oi  fertilizers  is  the  one  of  June  28, 
1879,  (P.  L.,  page  180). 

4.  Persons,  firms  and  cerjioradons  manufacturing  and  selling  oleo- 
margarine, butterine  or  any  similar  substance,  at'e  required  to  be 
licensed  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  moneys  received 
for  such  licenses  are  to  be  paid  into  the  State  Treasury,  but  as  they 
are  used  as  a  special  fund  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
detecting  and  suppressing  frauds  in  the  sale  of  butter,  they  cannot, 
like  the  moneys  received  for  analyzing  fertilizers,  be  considered  a 
general  revenue  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  act  regulating  the  sale  of  oleomargarine  and  butterine,  and  pro- 
viding for  licenses  is  the  one  of  May  5,  1899,  (P.  L.,  page  241). 

5.  To  aid  in  the  building  of  the  low  grade  railroad,  extending  from 
the  mouth  of  the  ^Mahoning  creek,  in  Armstrong  county,  to  the 
mouth  of  P>ennett\s  Bi-anch  creek,  in  Cameron  county,  |3,500,000  of 
bonds  were  taken  from  the  sinking  fund  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
in  lieu  thereof,  bonds  of  like  amount,  of  the  Allegheny  Valley  Rail- 
road Conijiany,  were  substituted. 

These  bonds  are  guaranteed  by  the  Philadelphia  and  Erie  Railroad 
Company,  the  Northern  Central  Railway  Company  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  Conijiany,  and.  they  are  dedeemable  at  the  rate  of 
$100,000  per  year,  and  the  interest  on  the  balance,  at  five  per  cent, 
per  annum,  is  payable  until  all  are  redeemed.  These  bonds  and  the 
revenue  derived  therefrom  constitute  an  asset  of  the  sinking  fund, 
applicable  to  the  jiayment  of  the  interest  and  reduction  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  State  debt. 

Act  of  March  30,  1869,  (P.  L.,  page  730). 

6.  Under  the  operation  of  what  are  known  as  the  Humes  Acts 
of  June  0,  1883,  (P.  L.,  page  75),  and  June  23,  1885,  (P.  L.,  page  140), 
the  Commonwealth  has  $2,775.00  of  United  States  four  per  cent, 
registered  bonds  that  were  purchased  with  surplus  moneys  in  the 
"■eneral  fund  of  the  State  Treasury.  These  bonds  and  the  interest 
received  thereon  also  constitute  an  asset  of  the  sinking  fund,  ap- 
plicable to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  reduclinn  of  the  principal 
of  the  State  debt. 


7.  The  Xew  York  and  Erie  Railroad  Company,  now  the  New  York, 
Lake  Erie  and  Western  Kailroad  Company,  was  required,  by  section 
5,  act  March  26,  1846,  (P.  L.,  page  181),  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Commonwealth  annually  the  sum  of  flO.OOO  for  the  privilege  of 
passing  through  portions  of  Pike  and  Susquehanna  counties  with 
its  lines  of  railroad,  but  such  annuity  is  now  to  be  returned,  on 
warrant  of  the  Auditor  General,  to  the  said  two  counties. 

Act  May  11,  1899,  (P.  L.,  page  289). 

8.  The  Commonwealfh  also  receives  small  teveniu^  from  fines,  pen- 
alties and  other  miscellaneous  sources,  under  different  acts  of 
Assembly. 


TAXATION  FOR  COl'NTY  PXTRPOSES,  OR  COUNTY  RATES 

AND  LEVIES. 

1.  The  subjects  of  taxation  for  county  purposes  are  all  real  estate, 
to  wit:  Houses,  lands,  lots  of  ground  and  ground  rents,  mills  and 
manufactories  of  all  kinds,  furnaces,  forges,  bloomeries,  distilleries, 
sugar  houses,  malt  houses,  breweries,  tan  yards,  fisheries,  ferries, 
wharves,  and  all  other  real  estate  not  exempt  by  law  from  taxation;* 
also  horses,  mares,  geldings,  mules,  and  neat  cattle  over  the  age  of 
four  years;  and  all  offices  and  posts  of  profit,  professions,  trades 
and  occupations,  and  all  single  freemen  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  who  do  not  follow  any  occupation  or  calling. 

Act  April  29,  1844,  section  32,  (P.  L.,  page  497) ;  act  April  15,  1834,  section 
4,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  512). 

2.  No  tax  in  any  county  to  exceed  Ihe  rate  of  one  cent  on  every 
dollar  of  the  adjusted  valuation. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  512). 

3.  Where  valuation  of  taxable  property  as  fixed  by  last  triennial 
assessment  has  been  raised  fo  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty 
per  cent,  above  its  former  valuation,  no  county,  special  county  or 
building  tax  to  exceed  in  the  aggregate  three  and  one-half  mills  on 

*Corporations  of  a  public  or  quasi  public  character  that  must  have  the 
right  of  eminent  domain  in  order  to  perform  their  functions,  such  as  canal 
companies,  railroad  companies  and  gas  companies,  are  not  subject  to  local 
ta.xation  on  so  much  of  their  real  estate  and  other  property  as  is  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  the  exercise  of  their  corporate  privileges.  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Co.  vs.  Northampton  Co.,  8  W.  &  S.,  page  334;  Railroad  vs.  Berks 
Co.,  6  P.  S.  R.,  page  70;  Coatesville  Gas  Co.  vs.  Chester  Co.,  97  P.  fe.  x-t.,  page 
476.  In  Philadelphia,  railroad  property,  (superstructure  of  road  and  water 
stations  only  excepted)  are  subject  to  taxation  for  city  purposes.  Act  April 
21,  1858,  (P.  L.,  page  385).  In  Pittsburg,  real  estate  of  a  railroad  company  is 
subject  to  taxation  for  city  purposes. — Act  January  4.  1859,  section  3,  (P.  L., 
page  828). 
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the  dollar  of  the  valuation,  shall  bo  Icviod  witliout  aii[a()s,'al  of  ooni't 

of  quarter  sessions. 

Act  May  24,  1878,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  134). 

4.  County  couunissiosiers  to  make  estimate  of  probable  expenses 
for  ensuing  year,  at  first  meeting  after  general  election. 

Act  April  15,  1S34,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  571). 

5.  To  issue  iii-eccpts  to  assessors  evciy  three  years,  requiring  them 
to  return  list  of  taxable  jKMSons  and  [jrojierty,  together  with  a  just 
valuation  of  the  same;  said  valuation  (o  continue  until  next  triennial 
assessment. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  511);  act  April  22,  1846, 
section  16,  (P.  L.,  page  490);  act  May  15,  1841,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  395). 

<).  Assesscns  to  be  sworn,  and  foi  iu  of  oath  to  be  taken  herein 
given. 

Act  May  15,  1841,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  393);  act  July  27,  1842,  section 
9,  (P.  L.,  page  445). 

7.  Objects  of  taxation  to  be  assessed  according  to  actual  value, 
and  at  such  ustcs  as  the  same  vs'ould  sell  separately,  and  county 
comniissionei  s  nuty  taise  or  reduce  assessments,  but  not  to  impose 
a  difl'erent  late  ]ier  centum  on  ditferesit  townships;  and  all  rates  to 
be  levied  on  assessments  as  returned  and  corrected. 
Act  May  15,  1841,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  394). 

S.  Keal  estate  encumbered  l)y  giound  rents,  dower  or  mortgage 
to  be  estiuiafMl  at  its  fnll  value,  and  ground  rents  to  be  assessed 
against  owneis,  unless  it  is  stipulated  that  lessee  shall  pay  the 

taxes.  ' 

Act  May  15,  1841,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  395);  act  April  1,  1845,  section  1, 
(P.  L.,  page  280). 

!).  Keal  estate  that  has  been  improved  between  periods  of  triennial 

assessmeiits,  to  be  re-assessed. 

Act  April  10,  1849,  section  34,  (P.  L.,  page  577). 

It).  All  leal  (State  to  be  assessed  tlial  was  omitted  at  triennial 

assessment. 

Act  April  28,  1868,  (P.  L.,  page  105). 

11.  Tiruber  lands  to  be  returned  separately. 
Act  June  13,  1883,  (P.  L.,  page  112). 

12.  Assessois  to  make  returns  in  interval  between  triennial  as- 
sessments, noting  changes  occasioned  by  transfer  of  real  estate, 
destruction  of  buildings,  new  inhabitants,  et  cetera.  / 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  513). 
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13.  Assessors  to  make  returns  in  cases  where  false  ones  have  been 
made  by  taxables,  and  persons  aggrieved  mar  appeal,  and  county 
commissioners  may  make  an  abatement,  if  they  deem  the  same 
proper. 

Act  May  15,  1841,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  394). 

14.  Assessots  subject  to^a  fine  not  exceeding  |2(H)  and  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  twelve  months  for  failing  to  assess  persons  and 
property,  and  for  assessing  property  and  taxable  objects  at  a  greater 
or  less  value  than  they  know  the  same  to  be  worth,  hi  Allegheny 
county,  court  of  common  pleas  empowered  to  cite  deliinpu'ut  as- 
sessors to  make  returns,  and  remove  them  from  office  for  failure  to 
do  so,  and  aiipoiut  otheri^  In  their  places. 

Act  May  15,  1841,  section  3.  (P.  L.,  page  G94);  act  April  15,  1869,  (P.  L., 
page  981).  ; 

15.  To  be  subject  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  $40  for  not  complying 

v'>h  precept  issued  to  them. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  24,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  515). 

IG.  Assessors  subject  to  a  penalty  of  $20  for  refusing  to  serve, 
but  not  to  be  chosen  for  second  term  without  their  consent  during  a 

period  of  ten  years. 

Act  February  28,  1835,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  1834-35,  page  45). 

17.  Tax  to  be  apportioned  among  the  different  wards,  townships 
and  distri(  ts,  but  not  to  exceed  in  one  year  one  cent  on  the  dollar 
of  the  adjusted  valuation,  and  to  be  lowered  in  proportion  as  the 
tax  on  property  is  lower  than  one  cent  on  the  dollar. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  512).* 

18.  Transcripts  of  assessments  to  be  made  out  and  transmitted 
to  assessors  on  or  before  second  Monday  of  April,  together  with 
statement  of  rate  per  cent,  and  day  of  appeal. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  512). 

li>.  Assessors  to  give  taxable  notice  of  their  ratings,  and  of  time 

and  jtlace  of  appeal. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  1833-34.  page  513). 

20.  County  commissioners  to  give  three  weeks  notice,  b.v  adviM  tise- 
ment  in  newspapers,  of  time  and  place  of  appeal. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  513). 

21.  Assessors  to  give  notice  to  taxables  in  years  following  trien- 
nial assessment,  in  cases  of  destruction  of  buildings  and  improve- 

*See  section  2,  act  May  24,  1878,  ante,  for  cases  where  valuations  have  been 
raised  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent. 
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ments,  new  inhabitants  in  districts,  and  clianges  in  valuation  of 

personal  property. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  stction  12,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  513). 

22.  County  commissioners  to  attend  appeals,  hear  persons  ap- 
plying for  redress,  and  grant  relief,  if  complaint  appears  reasonable 
and  just;  but  no  abatements  to  be  made  in  years  other  than  one  in 
which  triennial  assessment  is  made,  except  in  case  of  destruction  of 

Idiildlngs  and  improvements. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  13,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  513). 

2.3.  Assessors  to  attend  appeals,  to  prevent  impositions  from  being 

practiced  on  county  commissioners. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  14,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  514). 

24.  Assessments  to  b&  regulated  according  to  alterations  made, 
and  duplicates  thereof  to  be  made. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  15,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  514). 

25.  County  commissioners  to  hear  appeals  at  subsequent  times 
before  payment  of  tax,  but  appellant  to  give  notice  to  the  proper 
assessor. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  16,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  514). 

26.  County  commissioners  to  constitute  a  board  of  revision.  To 

be  sworn  and  deposit  oath  in  ottice  of  recorder  of  deeds. 
Act  July  27,  1842,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  445). 

27.  County  com'missioners  to  give  public  notice  of  aggregate  Value 
and  assessments  made,  showing  the  whole  amount  of  taxes  as- 
sessed on  each  ward,  district  and  township;  and  to  also  give  notice 
of  a  day  for  finally  determining  whether  any  valuations  of  asses- 
sors have  been  made  below  a  just  rate. 

Act  July  27,  1842,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  445).* 

28.  Returns  of  assessors  to  be  open  to  inspection  of  taxables  be- 
tween time  of  publishing  assessments  and  day  fixed  for  finally 
determining  whether  any  valuation  is  too  low. 

Act  July  27,  1842,  section  12,  (P.  L.,  page  446). 

29.  Board  of  revision  to  ascertain  whether  returns  of  assessors 
have  been  made  in  conformity  with  law;  whether  property  has  been 
valued  at  a  sum  it  would  bring  at  public  sale;  to  hear  and  consider 
communications  of  taxables  informing  them  that  property  has  been 
reduced  too  low;  to  raise  the  valuation  of  property  that  they  believe 
to  have  been  reduced  too  low,  and  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day. 

Act  July  27,  1842,  section  13,  (P.  L.,  page  446). 

*See  special  acts  of  March  21,  1862,  (P.  L.,  page  148),  and  April  15,  1863  (P. 
L.,  page  372),  as  to  Huntingdon  and  Blair  counties. 
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yO.  To  hear  and  decide  appeals,  after  notice  to  taxables,  iu  all 
cases  where  valuations  have  been  raised,  revised  and  equalized. 

Act  July  21,  1842,  section  14,  (P.  L.,  page  447). 

31.  Failure  of  members  of  board  of  revision  to  be  sworn,  or  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  board,  not:  to  invalidate  or  hinder  collec- 
tion of  tax. 

Act  April  29,  1844,  section  47,  (P.  L.,  page  502). 

32.  Appeals  may  be  taken  by  taxables  to  court  of  common  pleas, 
and  court  to  hear  and  determine  the  same;  but  such  appeals  not 
to  prevent  collection  of  tax.  In  cases  of  reduction  by  order  of 
court,  excess  to  be  returned  to  persons  paying  the  same. 

Act  April  19,  1889,  (P.  L,.,  page  37).* 


TOWNSHIP  KATES. 

1.  Supervisors  authorized  to  levy  a  tax  not  exceeding  one  cent  on 
the  dollar,  upon  real  and  personal  estate,  offices,  trades  and  occu- 
pations, for  the  purpose  of  laying  out,  opening,  making  or  repairing 
roads  and  highways,  and  for  making  and  repairing  bridges,  and  for 
such  other  purposes  as  may  be  authorized  by  law. 

Act  Ajril  15,  1834,  section  25,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  515). 

2.  Supervisees  also  authorized  to  levy  a  rate  and  collect  the  same 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  any  just  debt  due  by  a  former  super- 
visor. 

Act  February  28,  1835,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  1834-35,  page  46). 

3.  In  every  case  in  which  a  rate  or  assessment  shall  be  laid  for 
township  purposes,  the  same  shall  be  levied  upon  the  basis  of  the 
last  adjusted  valuation  made  for  purposes  of  regulating  county  rates 
and  levies. 

Act  April  15,  1836,  section  27,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516). t 

4.  Supervisors  to  call  to  their  assistance  the  township  assessor 
in  laying  an  assessment,  who  shall  furnish  them  a  correct  copy  of 

*See  act  April  1,  1836,  section  52,  (P.  L.,  1835-36,  page  445,  and  act  May  5, 
1854,  (P.  L.,  page  574).  as  to  appeals  in  Philadelphia,  Bucks  and  Allegheny 
counties.  See  also  other  special  acts  as  follows:  April  3,  1851,  section  11, 
(P.  L.,  page  310),  as  to  Montgomery  county;  May  5,  1854,  (P.  L.,  page  571),  as 
to  Allegheny  county;  April  7,  1862,  (P.  L.,  page  301),  as  to  Somerset  county; 
April  26,  1850,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  627),  as  to  Schuylkill  county;  April  9,  1869, 
(P.  L.,  page  301),  as  to  Westmoreland  county;  May  10,  1871,  (P.  L.,  page  665), 
as  to  Schuylkill,  Dauphin,  Somerset,  Indiana  and  Cambria  counties;  March 
6,  1872,  (P.  L.,  page  215),  as  to  Lancaster  county. 

tThe  subject  of  taxation  for  county  purposes  are  the  same  for  township 
purposes. 
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tbe  last  adjusted  valnatioi)  in  llii'  (o'viisiiij).  and  give  his  aid  iu 

making  the  assessment. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  28,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516). 

5.  Assessnieiifs  to  be  entered  in  a  book  by  supervisors  and  to  be 

signed  by  them  and  dejtosited  with  town  clerk,  if  there  is  one,  but 

if  not,  then  to  remain  with  snpervisois ;  to  be  snbj(M-t  to  inspection 

of  iMhal)itan(s  and  taxables  free  of  (•harg(\  and  cojiics  !o  be  given 

on  demand  made  and  jiavment  of  fees. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  29,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516). 

(').  Supervisors  and  town  clerk  liable  to  a  penalty  of  f,\  for  refusing 
to  pei'mit  inspection  of  liook,  or  furnish  copies. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  30,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516). 

7.  Supervisors  to  give  notice  to  taxables  to  work  out  their  road 
taxes,  before  issuing  duplicate  and  warrant  for  collection  of  tax, 
and  to  fix  times  and  places  and  give  opportunity  to  work  out  taxes. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  34,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516). 

8.  J)uidi<  ates  lo  be  made  out  and  warrants  issued  to  collectois  to 
collect  tax. 

Act  April  15.  1834,  section  33  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516). 

9.  Township  commissioners,  in  townships  with  a  population  of 
at  least  300  to  the  square  mile,  1o  levy  an  annual  tax  for  township 
purposes  of  not  uiore  than  one  per  centum. 

Act  April  28,  1899,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  107). 

10.  i)uplic;ite  of  assessment  of  (ax  (o  be  delivered  to  township 

treasurer  for  collection;  treasurer  to  give  notice  that  duplicate  is 

in  his  hands,  and  to  allow  a  discount  of  five  per  cent,  on  taxes  paid 

within  sixty  days. 

Act  April  28,  1899,  section  15,  (P.  L.,  page  109). 

11.  Treasurer  to  proceed  to  collect  tax  from  taxpayers  at  expira- 
tion of  three  months  from  time  of  receiving  duplicate;  may  appoint 
deputies  for  that  purpose,  and  he  and  his  deputies  to  have  all 
the  power  conferred  by  law  on  townsliip  tax  collectors. 

Act  April  28,  1899,  section  16,  (P.  L.,  page  110). 

12.  Any  one  or  mote  taxpayers  of  a  township  or  road  district  may 
acquire  right  to  make  and  repair  roads  and  bridges. 

Act  June  12,  1893,  section  1.  (P.  T...  page  451). 

13.  To  petition  court  of  quarter  sessions,  setting  forth  willingness 
and  ability  to  make  and  i-epair  roads  and  bridges  at  their  own  ex- 
pense.   Supervisors  to  inspect  work,  and  see  that  repairs  are  made. 

Act  June  12,  1893,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  451). 
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14.  Petitioners  to  give  bond. 

Act  June  12,  1893,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  452). 

15.  Notice  to  be  given  supervisors  of  intention  to  petition  court. 
Act  June  12,  1893,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  452 J. 

16.  Court  being  satisfied  witli  petition  and  bond,  to  order  contract 
to  be  entered  into  witli  supervisors.  Contractor  to  provide  for 
work  at  expense  of  petitioners,  free  of  cost  to  township  or  road  dis- 
trict, and  to  pay  township  officers  for  their  services. 

Act  June  12,  1893,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  452). 

17.  Road  taxes  not  to  be  levied  and  collected  for  year  in  which 

contract,  as  aforesaid,  is  made. 

Act  June  12,  1893,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  453). 

IS.  Persons  aggrieved  by  an  assessment  may  appeal  to  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  and  court  to  make  such  order  thereon  as  it  shall 
deem  expedient. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  36,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  517). 

19.  Collection  of  tax  may  be  stayed  until  determination  of  ap- 
peal. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  37.  (P.  L..  1833-34,  page  517). 

20.  Appellant  to  give  bond  in  an  amount  eciual  to  the  tax  charged 

against  him,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  such  sum  as  the  court 

thinks  should  be  payable. 

Act  April  15,  1834, 'section  38,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  517). 

21.  Where  there  is  no  townsliip  treasurer,  supervisors  to  pay  out 
moneys  received  by  virtue  of  their  offices. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  40,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  517). 

22.  Townships  and  boroughs  connected  in  the  assessment  of 

county  tax,  to  make  separate  assessments,  and  elect  their  own 

assessors  and  other  officers. 

Act  May  8,  1855,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  511). 

23.  Where  indebtedness  of  a  township  or  district  exceeds  limit  of 
tax  authorized,  or  where  proper  officers  refuse  to  levy  tax  to  pay 
debt,  court  of  quarter  sessions  may  compel  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  special  tax  to  pay  such  debt,  by  mandamus.  If  such  tax  is 
considered  too  onerous,  court  may  order  same  to  be  levied  and  col- 
lected in  yearly  instalments. 

Act  March  31,  1864,  (P.  L.,  page  162). 
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BOROUGH  RATES. 

1.  Boroughs  authorized  to  levy  and  collect  annually  for  general 
borough  purposes  a  tax  not  exceeding  one  cent  on  the  dollar  on 
the  valuation  assessed  for  county  purposes;  and  all  property,  offices, 
professions  and  persons  made  taxable  for  county  purposes  are  made 
taxable  for  general  borough  purposes.  This  not  to  apply  to  any 
borough,  the  indebtedness  of  which  lias  been  increased  by  a  vote  of 
its  citizens,  until  such  indebtedoess  is  paid. 

Act  June  26,  1895,  (P.  L.,  page  346).* 

2.  Town  council  to  have  power  to  assess,  apportion  and  appro- 
priate such  taxes  as  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  them 
necessary  to  carry  the  rules  and  ordinances  of  the  borough  into 
effect,  but  in  assessing  the  tax,  due  regard  must  be  had  to  the  valua- 
tion of  taxable  property  taken  for  the  purpose  of  raising  county 
rates  and  levies. 

Act  April  1,  1834,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  166). 

3.  Town  council  to  constitute  a  court  of  appeal,  and  prior  to  the 
collection  of  tax,  inhabitants  to  be  informed  of  amounts  of  tax  and 
of  time  and  place  of  appeal.  Court  of  appeal  to  have  no  other  powers 
than  to  determine  the  apportionment  of  the  tax  and  to  remedy  any 
grievance  that  may  occur. 

Act  April  1,  183^4,  section  13,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  167);  act  April  3,  1851, 
section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  323). 

4.  Chief  burgess  to  issue  his  warrant  for  collection  of  tax. 
Act  April  3,  1851,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  324).  , 

5.  Tax  may  be  levied  on  owners  of  dogs,  not  to  exceed  |1  on  the 
owner  of  one  dog,  or  |2  on  the  owner  of  one  bitch,  and  such  addi- 
tional tax  as  may  be  deemed  proper  on-  the  owner  of  more  than 
one  dog  or  bitch. 

Act  April  3,  1851,  section  2,  sub-division  XXV,  (P.  L.,  page  322). f 

6.  Dog  tax  may  be  appropriated  for  support  and  maintenance  of 
public  libraries. 

Act  May  23,  1887,  (P.  L.,  page  ]64).J 


*In  the  class  of  boroughs  herein  excepted,  the  tax  rate  for  general  borough 
purposes  is  limited  to  one-half  cent  on  the  dollar  of  valuation  for  county  pur- 
poses.— Act  April  3,  1851,  section  2,  sub-division  XXIV,  (P.  L.,  page  322). 

tSee.  under  "General  Provisions,"  posf.,  act  May  25,  1893,  as  to  taxation  of 
dogs  in  cities,  boroughs  and  townships. 

JSee  act  May  25.  1893,  P.  K,  page  136).  as  to  taxation  of  dogs  in  tovi^nships, 
boroughs  and  cities. 
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7.  Boroughs  authorized  to  levy  a  special  or  additional  tax  not 
exceeding  eight  mills  on  the  dollar  of  the  valuation. 

Act  April  16,  1875,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  55).* 

8.  Tax  thus  raised  to  be  used  in  erection  and  maintenance  of  fire 

plugs,  hydrants,  gas  lamp  posts,  and  gas  or  kerosene  lamps,  for 

supplying  borough  with  light  and  water.    Act  to  be  accepted  by 

council,  and  consent  of  citizens  to  levy  such  additional  tax  to  be 

obtained  at  special  election. 

Act  April  16,  1875,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  55). 

9.  May  also  be  used  in  erection  and  maintenance  of  electric  lamps 

and  the  supply  of  electric  light,  and  in  the  purchase  of  hose  for 

fire  engine  companies. 

Act  June  16,  1891,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  302). 

10.  Boroughs  that  have  heretofore  accepted  act  of  April  10,  1875, 
as  aforesaid,  may  expend  funds  raised  by  said  tax  in  supplying  them- 
selves with  electric  light. 

Act  June  16,  1891,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  303). 

11.  Boroughs  may  license  theatrical  exhibitions,  concerts,  circuses, 
shows,  mountebanks  and  jugglers,  and  other  exhibitions  within  their 
limits. 

Act  May  5,  1876,  (P.  L.,  page  112). 

12.  Authorized  to  change  water  rates  fixed  or  limited  by  general 
or  special  laws. 

Act  May  24,  1878,  (P.  L.,  page  118). 

13.  May  license  auctions. 

Act  May  7,  1887,  (P.  L.,  page  93). 

:  14.  Court  of  quarter  sessions  may  direct  by  mandamits^  collec- 
tion of  special  tax  to  pay  debts,  when  tax  authorized  to  be  collected 
is  insufficient  to  pay  the  same,  or  when  officers  refuse  to  levy  addi- 
tional tax;  and  such  tax  may  be  directed  to  be  collected  in  one  or 
more  annual  instalments. 

Act  April  22,  1887,  (P.  L.,  page  61). 

15.  Special  tax  to  be  levied  to  pay  indebtedness  of  districts  an- 
nexed or  detached  from  boroughs  in  cases  of  changes  of  borough 
limits. 

Act  June  1,  1887,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  285). 

IG.  May  license  hacks,  carriages,  omnibuses  and  other  vehicles 
used  for  hire. 

Act  April  22,  1889,  (P.  L.,  page  39). 

*An  amendment  to  this  section  by  act  of  May  1,  1876,  (P.  L.,  page  93),  was 
declared  unconstitutional  in  Barrett's  Appeal,  116  P.  S.  R.,  page  486. 
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17.  May  levy  a  sinking  fiiiul  t;ix,  to  be  in  addition  to  other  taxes, 
to  redeem  bonds  issued  to  pay  boiongh  debt. 

Act  June  24,  1895,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  250). 

18.  Transient  licenses  for  sale  of  nierehandise  to  be  issued;  not 
to  be  less  than  |25  nor  more  than  |l!00  per  month. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  (P.  L.,  page  159). 


POOH  KATES  OK  TAX  FOli  SUPPORT  OF  I'OOR. 

1.  County  commissioners  to  furnish  directors  or  overseers  of 
poor  with  a  correct  copy  of  last  adjusted  valuation  of  subjects  and 
things  made  taxable  for  county  purposes,  which  said  subjects  and 
things  are  declared  to  be  taxable  for  support  and  maintenance  of 
poor. 

Act  June  8,  1881,  (P.  L,.  page  75). 

-!.  Overseers  of  poor  of  any  township,  having  first  obtained  the 
approbation  of  any  two  justices  of  the  'peace  of  a  county,  empow- 
ered to  make  an  assessment  not  exceeding  one  cent  on  the  dollar 
of  valuation,  as  aforesaid.  Overseers  of  poor  in  boroughs  to  perform 
the  duties  and  be  subject  to  the  same  laws  as  overseers  in  townships. 
Act  April  15,  1834,  section  26,  (P.  L.,  1833-34;  page  515);  act  April  3,  1851, 
section  17,  (P.  L.,  page  325.) 

3.  Overseers  of  poor  also  empowered  to  levy  a  tax  to  discharge 

a  just  debt  by  a  former  overseer. 

Act  February  28,  1835,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  1834-35,  page  46). 

4.  Assessment  to  be  made  on  last  adjusted  valuation  made  for 

county  purposes. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  27,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516). 

5.  Overseers  of  po(jr  in  making  an  assessment,  to  call  to  their 
assistance  the  assessor  of  the  township  (or  borough). 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  28,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516). 

(*).  Assessments  to  he  entered  in  a  book,  and  be  signed  by  over- 
seers and  hidged  with  town  clerk,  if  there  is  one,  but  if  not  (hen 
to  remain  with  overseers.    To  be  subject  to  inspection  of  taxables, 

and  copies  to  be  furnished  on  payment  of  fee. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  29,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516). 

7.  Overseers  subject  to  a  iteualty  of  .|3  for  refusing  inspection  of 
book  ()!•  to  furnish  copies  of  assessments. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  30,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516). 

8.  To  cause  duplicates  to  be  nuule,  and  to  sign  the  same,  and  issue 
their  warrant  to  the  collectoi-,  antliorizing  and  requiring  him  to 
collect  tax. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  33,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  516).         '  ' 
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9.  I'ai'iies  aggrieved  by  asscssuient  may  appeal  to  coiiri:  of  quai'tei- 
sessions,  vvliidi  is  einpoweied  to  make  sneii  oider  thereon  us  deemed 
expedient. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  36,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  517 j. 

10.  When  debt  exceeds  an  amount  overseers  are  authorized  to 

collect  in  any  year  or  when  overseers  refuse  to  levy  tax  to  pay 

debt,  courts  n)ay  compel  the  collection  of  special  tax,  by  mandamus. 

If  the  amount  of  debt  is  cousidered  too  laige  to  [lay  in  one  year, 

court  may  order  tax  to  be  levied  and  collected  in  yearly  instalments 

until  debt  is  paid. 

Act  March  31,  1864,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  162). 

11.  In  counties  where  there  is  a  house  for  the  supiport  find  en)[)loy- 
ment  of  the  poor,  poor  directors  are  required  to  make  an  estimate  of 
the  yearly  cost  of  maintaining  said  house,  and  furnish  the  same  to 
the  county  commissioners,  who  are  to  add  the  same  to  their  yearly 
estimate  of  county  expenses  before  levying  county  tax. 

Act  May  8,  1876,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  151). 

12.  The  last  preceding  assessment  for  county  rates  and  levies  to 
be  the  basis  of  taxation  for  poor  purposes,  and  county  commission- 
ers are  authorized  to  levy  a  tax  not  exceeding  ten  mills  for  support 
of  poor  of  county  and  payment  of  current  expenses.  Tax  to  be  levied 
before  third  Monday  of  February,  and  collected  the  same  as  other 

county  tax. 

Act  June  4,  1879,  section  14,  (P.  L.,  page  81). 

13.  Building  tax  may  also  be  levied,  but  the  same  not  to  exceed 
one-half  the  amount  levied  to  pay  current  expenses. 

Act  June  4,  1879,  section  15.  (P.  L.,  page  81). 

14.  Where  poorhouses  have  been  destroyed  by  fire,  tax  may  be 

levied  to  re-build  and  furnish  houses  so  destroyed  . 
Act  April  10,  1879,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  19). 

15.  Office  of  overseer  of  poor  abolished  as  soon  as  poorhouses  are 
built  and  poor  removed  to  same,  and  outstanding  taxes  collected  and 
debts  paid. 

Act  May  8,  1876,  section  14,  (P.  L.,  page  153);  act  June  4,  1879,  section  18, 
(P.  L.,  page  82). 

IG.  Local  laws,  under  which  poorhouses  have  been  erected  and 
are  maintained,  not  repealed. 

Act  June  4.  1879,  section  21,  (P.  L.,  page  82);  act  May  S,  1876.  section 
16,  (P.  L.,  page  153):  act  March  24,  1877,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  42). 

S<'H()OL  KATES. 

1.  School  directors  and  controllers  of  each  district  to  determine, 
on  or  before  first  Monday  of  May,  amount  of  tax  to  be  levied  for 


ensuing  year,  which,  with  State  appropriation,  and  revenue  from 
other  sources,  shall  be  sufflcient  to  Iceep  schools  in  operation  not 
h^ss  than  four  nor  more  than  ten  months. 
Act  May  8,  1854,  section  28,  (P.  K,  page  623). 

2.  Subjects  and  things  taxable  for  county  purposes,  declared  to 
be  taxable  for  school  purposes,  and  to  enable  school  directors  to 
assess  and  apportion  tax,  county  commissioners  are  required  to  fur- 
nish them  a  copy  of  the  last  adjusted  valuation  of  subjects  and 
things  taxable  for  county  purposes. 

Act  May  8,  1854,  section  29,  (P.  L.,  page  624). 

3.  School  directors  or  controllers  to  levy  and  apportion  tax  on 
or  before  first  Monday  of  June;  tax  not  to  exceed  the  amount  of 
State  and  county  tax  authorized  to  be  levied  on  objects,  persons  and 
property  taxable  for  county  purposes,  and  all  taxes  levied  in  each 
year  to  be  contained  in  the  same  duplicate. 

Act  May  8,  1854,  section  30,  (P.  L.,  page  624).  . 

4.  Assessors  to  assess  such  persons  as  remove  into  districts  be- 
tween last  assessment  and  first  day  of  May  or  who  may  have  been 
omitted  from  last  assessment,  and  return  their  names  with  amount 
of  tax  payable,  to  school  directors,  who  are  to  levy  and  collect  tax 
as  in  other  cases. 

Act  May  8,  1854,  section  35,  (P.  L.,  page  625). 

5.  Warrant  for  collection  of  tax,  signed  by  president  and  counter- 
signed by  secretary  of  school  board,  to  be  issued  to  collector  requir- 
ing him  to  collect  taxes  in  the  duplicate  placed  in  his  hands. 

Act  May  8,  1854,  section  31,  (P.  L.,  page  624). 

G.  Minimum  occupation  tax  to  be  assessed  upon  male  taxables  of 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Act  April  11,  1862,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  472). 

7.  Oltices,  posts  of  profit,  salaries  and  emoluments  of  office,  to 
be  taxed  at  regular  rate  of  school  tax  of  district,  upon  the  whole 
amount  of  the  valuation,  and  no  more. 

Act  April  11,  1862,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  472). 

8.  Tax  to  be  limited  to  subjects  contained  in  last  adjusted  valua- 
tion for  county  purposes,  certified  by  county  commissioners. 

Act  May  8,  1855,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  511). 

9.  Taxables  in  independent  districts  to  be  designated  by  letters 

1.  D.  * 

Act  May  8,  1855,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  509). 
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10.  Countv  coiuinissiouers  to  cause  separate  assessment  to  be 
made  in  uew  districts,  and  furnish  copy  of  same  to  secretary  of 
district. 

Act  May  8,  1855.  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  510). 

11.  Boroughs  and  townships  connected  in  assessment  of  county 
tax,  to  be  separated  in  assessment  of  school  tax. 

Act  May  S,  1855,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  511). 

12.  Building  tax  not  to  be  collected  during  pendency  of  proceed- 
ings in  court  for  division  of  township  or  district,  save  where  neces- 
sary to  re-build  school  house  accidentally  injured  or  destroyed,  or 

to  pay  building  debt  previously  contracted. 
Act  June  13,  1874,  (P.  L.,  page  284). 

13.  Eeal  estate  held  in  trust  to  be  taxable  for  the  benefit  of  the 

district  within  which  it  is  situated. 

Act  April  11,  1862,  section  7,  (P.  L,.,  page  472). 

14.  Tax  not  exceeding-  one  mill  may  be  levied  and  collected  for 
purchase,  improvement  and  maintenance  of  a  library. 

Act  June  28,  1895,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  411). 

15.  In  cities  of  third  class,  school  and  building  tax  to  be  levied 

on  assessment  made  for  city  purposes,  and  copy  of  such  assessment 

to  be  made  and  certified  to  school  board. 
Act  May  25,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  85). 

16.  Special  tax,  not  exceeding  amount  of  regular  annual  tax,  may 
be  levied  and  is  to  be  applied  to  purchase  of  ground,  the  erection 
and  furnishing  of  buildings,  the  payment  of  a  debt  contracted  in 
purchasing  ground  and  erecting  buildings,  completing  improvements 
in  school  buildings  contemplated  at  the  time  of  their  erection,  fenc- 
ing and  improving  grounds  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  build- 
ings, for  payment  of  expenses  of  fuel  used  in  heating  buildings,  and 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  janitor  employed  to  care  for  school 

buildings. 

Act  May  26,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  94). 

IT.  A  license  of  |25  to  be  paid  by  transient  retailers  of  merchan- 
dise in  tow'nships,  said  license  to  be  for  use  of  the  tow^nship  school 
fund. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  (P.  L,.,  page  159). 


COLLECTION  OF  TAX.* 

1.  Tax  collectors  to  be  elected  every  three  years  in  boroughs  and 

townships.    To  give  bond  annually,  to  be  approved  by  court. 
Act  June  6,  1893,  (P.  L.,  page  333). 


♦See  "Unseated  Lands,"  post. 
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3.  County  commissioners  empowered  to  appoint  a  eollector  for 
one  or  more  wards  in  any  rity  of  the  third  cdass. 
Act  April  10,  1899,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  34). 

3.  Sucli  collectoi-  can  rollect  lax  in  any  ward  whether  a  resident 
of  the  same  or  not,  but  he  must  be  a  resident  of  the  city  for  which  he 

is  appointed. 

Act  April  10,  1899,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  34). 

4.  Duplicates  of  city  tax,  when  completed,  in  cities  of  the  third 
class,  to  be  placed  in  hands  of  city  treasurer  on  or  before  June  first, 
who  is  to  receive  and  collect  the  sanie.  To  add  three  per  cent,  to 
delinquent  tax  on  September  1st,  and  one  per  cent,  monthly  there- 
after on  delinquent  taxes  until  paid. 

Act  May  23,  1889  .Article  XV,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  7).* 

5.  City  treasurer,  in  cities  of  third  class,  to  be  school  treasurer. 
To  give  bond,  subject  to  approval  of  board  of  controllers,  and  addi- 
tional security  may  be  required  when  school  funds  are  endangered, 
and  in  case  of  default  in  giving  such  additional  security  another 

(reasurer  iriay  be  elected. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  275). 

(;.  School  (ax  in  such  cities  to  be  collected  the  same  as  city  tax, 
and  collectors  of  city  taxes  to  be  collector  of  school  taxes. 
Act  May  23,  1889,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  275). t 

7.  Courts  of  (niartcr  sessions  and  county  commissioners  empow- 
ered to  fill  vacancies  in  office  of  tax  collector. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  187);  act  July  2,  1895,  section  1, 
(P.  L.,  page  434);  act  April  15,  1834,  section  18,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  514). 

8.  Term  of  oftice  of  collector,  in  b(»roughs  and  townships,  to  com- 
mence on  first  Monday  of  April  after  his  election. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  187). 

9.  On  failure  to  give  bond  and  qualify,  on  or  before  fourth  day 
of  term  of  (]uarter  sessions  next  ensuing  his  election,  court  to  de- 
clare oftice  vacant. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  187). 

10.  To  be  sworn  and  give  bond. 

Act  June  6,  1893,  (P.  L.,  page  333);  act  June  25,  1885,  section  3,  (P.  L., 
page  187):  act  April  15,  1834,  sections  19  and  43.  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  514 
and  518). 

*See  act  February  27,  1860,  (P.  L.,  page  85);  act  May  1,  1861,  (P.  L.,  page  667); 
act  April  14,  1863,  (P.  L.,  page  434).  and  act  March  29,  1872,  P.  L.,  page  642),  as 
tO'  Allegheny  City. 

tSee  act  February  27,  1860,  (P.  L.,  page  85);  act  May  1,  1861,  (P.  L.,  page  667); 
act  April  14,  1863,  (P.  L.,  page  434),  and  act  March  29,  1872,  (P.  L.,  page  642),  as 
to  Allegheny  City. 
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11.  Authorities  empowered  to  levy  taxes  in  boroughs  aud  town- 
ships, to  issue,  on  or  before  August  1st,  duplicates,  with  their  war- 
rants attached,  authorizing  and  directing  collection  of  tax.  Koad 
tax  may  be  worked  out,  but  when  lawful  and  necessary  to  collect 
the  same  in  money,  such  collection  may  be  made  by  collector,  or 
supervisors  or  road  commissioiiers,  but  when  collected  by  collector 
he  is  to  receive  as  compensation  tive  per  cent,  of  the  amount  collected 
by  him. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  187). 

12.  County  commissioners  to  issue  warrants,  with  duplicates  at- 
tached, for  collection  of  State  and  county  tax  in  other  places. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  20,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  514). 

13.  Collectors  in  boroughs  and  townships  to  have  same  powers, 
in  collection  of  taxes,  heretofore  vested  in  collectors  of  county  tax, 
and  be  subject  to  same  liabilities  and  penalties  for  neglect  or  viola- 
tion of  duties  of  ottice. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  5,  (P.  L..  page  188). 

11.  Collectors  in  boroughs  and  townships  to  provide  book,  with 
list  of  taxables  and  amount  of  taxes  charged.    Book  to  be  open 
io  inspection  and  delivered  to  successors  in  oflice. 
Act  June  25,  1885.  section  6.  (P.  L.,  page  188). 

15.  Collectors  in  boroughs  and  townships  to  give  notice  by  hand- 
bills that  duplicates  have  been  issued  to  them;  and  persons  making 
payment  within  sixty  days,  entitled  to  an  abalemeut  of  five  per  cent. 
Five  per  cent,  additional  to  be  charged  against  persons  delinquent 

for  six  months  or  more. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  188). 

16.  Collectors  in  boroughs  and  townships  to  attend  in  person  or 
by  deputy,  at  place  fixed  by  them,  on  Thursday,  Friday  and  Satur- 
day of  each  w^eek  of  the  last  two  weeks  of  the  sixty  days  designated 

for  receiving  taxes,  to  receive  and  receipt  for  laxes. 
Act  June  25,  1885,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  188). 

17.  Collectors  in  consolidated  boroughs,  to  continue  in  office  until 
terms  of  office  expire,  and  thereafter  one  collector  to  be  elected, 
who  shall  give  bond,  collect  taxes,  and  have  powers  of  collectors 
under  general  laws. 

Act  June  6,  1893,  section  12,  (P.  L.,  page  339). 

18.  Collectors  in  boroughs  and  townships  entitled  to  a  commission 
of  two  per  cent,  on  all  taxes  on  which  an  abatement  of  five  per  cent, 
is  allowed,  and  five  per  cent,  on  all  taxes  afterwards  collected;  but 
where  total  amount  of  taxes  charged  in  a  duplicate  is  less  than 
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|1,000,  collectors  to  receive  three  per  cent,  on  all  taxes  on  which  an 
abatement  oif  five  per  cent,  is  allowed.  A  full  settlement  to  be 
made  by  collectors  not  later  than  three  months  after  expiration  of 

terms  of  ollice. 

Act  June  2,  1891,  (P.  L.,  page  175). 

19.  Collectors  of  State  and  county  tax  in  other  places  to  receive 
as  compensation  five  per  cent,  on  all  moneys  collected. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  52,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  519)* 

20.  All  tax  collectors  to  make  monthly  returns,  and  to  pay  over, 
monthly  moneys  collected  as  taxes,  less  their  commissions.  To  file 
duplicate  returns  with  borough  councils,  and  take  duplicate  receipts 
from  borough  treasurer  for  payments  made. 

Act  July  9,  1897,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  242). 

Failure  to  comply  with  afot'esaid  provision,  to  be  punishable  by 

fine  not  exceeding  flOO. 

Act  July  25,  1897,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  243). 

21.  Exonerations  may  be  made  of  taxes  assessed  in  boroughs  and 

townships,  as  heretofore. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  189). 

22.  Accounts  to  be  settled  by  borough  and  township  auditors,  and 
a  separate  account  to  be  stated  for  each  different  tax  collected.  Col- 
lectors of  State  and  county  taxes  to  settle  with  county  connnis- 
sioners. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  189). 

23.  Taxes  charged  on  unseated  lands  to  be  certified  to  county 
commissioners  to  be  collected  as  heretofore. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  12,  (P.  L.,  page  189). 

24.  Act  not  to  apply  to  taxes,  the  collection  of  which  is  regulated 

by  local  laws. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  13,  (P.  L.,  page  189). t 

*See  act  of  April  10,  1862,  (P.  L.,  page  377),  as  to  Delaware  county,  applica- 
ble to  Chester  city. 

tSee  local  laws  as  follows:  Allegheny  county,  1861,  page  450,  and  1866, 
page  390;  Armstrong  county,  1873,  page  357;  Bedford  county,  1868,  page  1017; 
Bucks  county,  1859,  page  294,  1864,  page  177,  1867,  page  201,  1868,  page  588, 
and  1873,  page  604;  Cambria  county,  1872,  page  994,  and  1899,  page  111;  Carbon 
county,  1866,  page  966;  Chester  county,  1868,  page  595,  1869,  page  553,  and  1872, 
page  820;  Clarion  county,  1854,  page  171,  and  1865,  page  511;  Cumbarland 
county,  1867,  page  836,  and  1873,  page  661;  Franklin  county,  1853,  .page  128; 
Fulton  county,  1864,  page  373;  Greene  county,  1855,  page  528,  1857,  page  163, 
and  1869,  page  808;  Huntingdon  county,  1872,  page  179;  Indiana  county,  1872, 
page  954,  and  1873,  page  472;  Jefferson  county,  1857,  page  53,  and  1871,  page 
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25.  On  failure  to  pay  tax  within  thirty  days  after  demand  made, 
collectors  to  levy  amount  by  distress  and  sale  of  goods  and  chattels 
of  delinquents,  and  in  case  property  sufficient  to  pay  tax  cannot  be 
found,  delinquents  may  be  sent  to  jail. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  21,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  514). 

26.  Warrant  for  collection  of  tax  to  be  effectual  for  two  years. 

Act  April  22,  1846,  section  21,  (P.  L.,  page  490). 

27.  Females,  infants  and  persons  of  unsound  mind  not  to  be 
arrested  or  imprisoned  for  non-payment  of  tax. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  45,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  518). 

28.  Goods  and  chattels  of  persons  occupying  real  estate,  liable  io 
distress  and  sale  for  non-payment  of  taxes  assessed  against  such 
real  estate,  the  same  as  if  they  were  the  owners  of  the  real  estate. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  46,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  518). 

29.  Courts  may  require  collectors  of  special  taxes  to  give  bond,  and 
in  case  of  failure  to  do  so  they  may  appoint  collectors  of  such  tax. 

Act  May  25,  1878,  (P.  L.,  page  150).' 

30.  Collectors  prohibited  from  suing  for  taxes  during  time  war- 
rant is  effective. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  50,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  519). 

31.  May  sue  for  taxes  after  expiration  of  warrant. 
Act  April  11,  1848,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  524). 

32.  Executors  and  administrators  of  deceased  collectors,  author- 
ized to  collect  unpaid  taxes. 

Act  March  26,  1867,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  45). 

33.  May  employ  persons  to  act  for  them. 
Act  March  26,  1867,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  46). 

34.  Collectors  niay  a[)point  deputies,  with  approbation  of  county 
01'  township  treasurer. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  51,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  519). 

35.  State,  county  and  poor  taxes  placed  in  hands  of  collectors,  to 
be  credited  to  county  treasurer,  if  previously  charged  to  him,  and 
charged  to  collectors;  collectors  to  give  bond  and  make  monthly 
returns. 

Act  June  8,  1891,  (P.  L.,  page  212). 

1079;  Lawrencs  county,  1859,  page  13,  1861,  page  81,  and  1873,  page  717;  Lu- 
zerne county,  1866,  page  966;  Monroe  county,  1867,  page  1322;  Montgomery 
county,  1860,  page  665,  1568,  page  342,  1871,  page  659,  and  1872,  page  279;  Union 
county,  1872,  page  1C55;  Washington  county,  1855,  page  528,  and  1857,  page 
163.  See  also  act  March  14,  1860,  (P.  L.,  page  166),  as  to  Westmoreland,  Fay- 
ette, Adams  and  York  counties,  and  act  April  8,  1862,  (P.  L.,  page  339),  as  to 
Luzerne  county. 
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30.  Collectors  of  Hiate  and  county  tax  to  make  returns  under 
(;ath. 

Act  April  22,  1846,  section  19,  (P.  L.,  page  490). 

(\)i!i'iy  couiniissiouers  to  tile  with  protlioiiotary  certificate  of 
aniounr  of  (axes  due  by  a  roUector;  and  such  certificate  to  be  entered 
cm  docket,  and  to.  have  the  cliecl  of  a  judguient.  and  execution  may 

be  issued  thereon. 

Act  P>bruary  28,  1835,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  1834-35,  page  46). 

3S.  (;ierk  to  county  consmissioners  to  enter  names  of  collectors 
and  amount  of  duplicates  en  uiinutes  of  ihcii-  oflice.  and  furnish 

I'opy  to  county  treasurer. 

Act  February  28,  1835,  section  4,  (P.  K,  1834-35,  page  46). 

;!!).  ('(dlecfors  in  bt»rougbs  and  townships  to  furnish  numbered 
leceijtts  foi  payment  of  tax  in  book  provided  by  county  commission- 
ers, containing  stub.    Memoiaiida  coiresponding  with  receipts  to 

be  made  on  stub. 

Act  June  25,  1895,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  296). 

JO.  Sheet,  (ontaining  numbers  of  recei])is,  dates  of  payment, 
names  o[  the  taxpayers,  auKiunt  of  tax,  and  district  in  which  tax- 
payers are  assessed,  to  b(^  seiit  connty  commissioners  twenty  days 

before  election. 

Act  June  25,  1895,  section  2,  (P.  I^.,  page  296). 

41.  Sheets  to  be  bound,  and  kept  for  public  inspection. 
Act  June  25,  1895,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  296). 

42.  A'iolation  of  act  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  |200  and 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year,  either  or  both,  at  discretion 
of  court. 

Act  June  25.  1895,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  296). 

43.  Koad  or  [toor  taxes  in  townshijis  and  boroughs  may  be  col- 
lected by  levy  and  sale,  the  same  as  school  and  county  taxes  are 

collected. 

Act  May  22,  1895,  (P.  L.,  page  111). 

44.  In  tovvnshi[»s  having  a  population  of  at  least  three  hundred  to 
the  square  mile,  tax  levied  by  township  commissioners  to  be  col- 
lected by  township  treasurer,  who  is  required  to  give  notice  of  the 
placing  of  the  duplicate  in  his  hands,  and  to  allow  a  discount  of 
five  per  centum  on  all  taxes  paid  within  sixty  days.  After  three 
months,  tax  to  be  collected  by  him  or  his  deputies,  as  now  collected 

by  township  tax  collectors. 

Act  April  28,  1899,  sections  15  and  16,  (P.  L.,  page  110). 
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45.  Township  treasurer  in  such  townships  to  give  bond,  take 

charge  of  township  mouevs.  and  have  his  accounts  audited  annually 

by  township  auditors. 

Act  April  28,  1899,  section  13,  (P.  L.,  page  109). 

40.  Payment  of  occupation  or  poll  tax  for  others  prohibited,  ex- 
cept on  written  order  signed  by  the  electors  authorizing  the  same, 
thirty  or  more  days  prior  to  an  election. 

Act  July  15,  1897,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  276). 

47.  Collectors  prohibited  from  receiving  or  receipting  for  occupa- 
tion or  poll  tax  except  from  electors  themselves,  or  on  their  written 
and  signed  order  authorizing  payment  of  tax. 

Act  .Tuly  15,  1897,  section  2.  (P.  L.,  page  276). 

48.  Tnlawful  to  note  on  receipt  obtained  in  violation  of  act. 
Act  July  15,  1897,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  276). 

49.  Violation  of  act  i>unishable  by  flue  not  exceeding  $200,  or 
imprisonment  not  less  than  twenty  days  nor  moiie  than  six  months. 

Act  July  15,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  276). 

50.  Collectors  failing  to  perform  duties,  subject  to  a  penalty  of  |50. 
Act  April  22,  1846,  section  20,  (P.  L.,  page  490). 

51.  No  person  to  be  re-appoiuted  collector  of  county  tax  until 
amounts  received  on  former  duplicates  are  finally  settled  and  paid 
over. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  42  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  518);  act  February  28, 
1835,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  1834-35,  page  46). 

5'2.  Abatements  and  exonerations  to  be  nuide  for  mistakes,  indi- 
gent persons,  unseated  lands,  etc. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  48,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  518). 

53.  Receipts  not  to  be  given  for  unassessed  or  exonerated  taxes, 
nor  shall  such  taxes  be  received,  unless  persons  exonerated  volun- 
tarily appear  and  tender  payment;  and  names  not  to  be  added  to  lists 
of  taxables  returned  by  assessors.  Peiialty  for  violating  seciion  is 
a  fine  of  |100  and  removal  from  ottice. 

Act  May  27,  1841,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  402). 

54.  Conversion,  misappropriation  and  failure  to  pay  over  taxes 
by  tax  collectors,  to  be  deemed  embezzlement.  Persons  offending, 
and  their  accessories,  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  -^oOO  and  im- 
prisonment not  exceeding  five  years,  either  or  both. 

Act  June  3,  1885,  (P.  L.,  page  72). 

55.  County  treasurer  to  issue  warrant  to  sheriff  to  take  body  and 
seize  effects  of  defaulting  collectors. 

Act  April  11,  1799,  section  18,  (3d  Smith's  Laws,  page  399). 
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56.  County  commissioners  to  issue  warrant  to  sheriff  to  sell  prop- 
erty of  defaulting  collectors  seized  by  him. 

Act  April  11,  1799,  section  19,  (3(3  Smith's  Laws,  page  399). 

57.  Sheriff  to  execute  deed  for  real  estate  of  defaulting  collectors 

seized  and  sold  by  him. 

Act  April  11,  1799,  section  20,  (3d  Smith's  Laws,  page  399). 

58.  Sheriff's  failing  to  pay  over  moneys  received  for  taxes,  to  bo 

proceeded  against. 

Act  April  11,  1799,  section  21,  (3cl  Smith's  Laws,  page  399). 

59.  Collectors  to  return  to  county  commissioners  lands  upon  which 
sufficient  personal  property  cannot  be  found  to  pay  tax,  in  all 
cases  where  owners  fail  to  pay  the  tax;  and  said  lands  to  be  sold 
the  same  as  unseated  lands  for  non-payment  of  taxes.  No  sale  to 
be  made  until  taxes  are  delinquent  for  two  years. 

Act  April  29,  1844,  section  41,  (P.  L.,  page  501).* 

60.  Owners  may  redeem  real  estate  sold  for  taxes  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  same  were  unseated,  and  assessed  and  sold  as  un- 
seated. 

Act  May  13,  1879,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  55). 

Gl.  Owners  may  show  that  there  was  sufficient  personal  property 
on  real  estate  sold  to  pay  taxes,  which  might  have  been  seized  by 
collectors,  and  in  such  cases  their  title  not  to  be  doubted. 
Act  May  13,  1879,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  55). 

G2.  Notice  to  be  given  of  sales  of  land  for  taxes. 
Act  March  22,  1850,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  306). 

63.  County  commissioners  to  purchase  for  use  of  county  lands 
on  which  bids  are  insufficient  to  pay  arrearages  of  tax;  to  keep 
record  of  the  same,  and  charge  taxes  against  it  for  five  years,  but 
not  to  be  placed  on  tax  collectors'  duplicates. 
Act  July  8,  1885,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  268). 

C4.  Eatob  of  taxation  for  local  purposes  to  be  certified  to  county 
commissioners,  and  charged  against  said  lands. 
Act  July  8,  1885,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  268). 

Go.  Right  of  redempiion  to  remain  in  owners  for  five  years,  and 
to  be  conveyed  to  them,  on  payment  of  taxes,  interest  and  costs. 

"'*See  act  April  5,  1842,  section  0,  (P.  L.,  page  242),  as  to  Dauphin  county;  act 
March  6,  1868,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  275),  as  to  Lycoming  county;  act  Feb- 
ruary 16'  1867,  (P.  L.,  page  214),  as  to  Potter,  Warren,  Bradford  and  Sullivan 
counties;'  act  February  18,  1870,  (P.  L.,  page  174),  as  to  Elk  county;  actiMarch 
12  1869,  (P.  L.,  page  340),  as  to  Potter  county;  act  April  15,  18G9,  (P.  L.,  page 
1037),  as  to  Tioga  county. 
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Moneys  received  to  be  paid  to  townships  and  districts  entitled  to 

receive  the  same. 

Act  July  8,  1885,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  268). 

66.  Eight  of  redemption  having  passed,  lauds  may  be  sold  by 
county,  commissioners  at  public  sale,  and  to  be  assessed  against  pur- 
chasers. 

Act  July  8,  1885,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  269). 

67.  Tenants  liable  for  road  tax,  and  may  deduct  same  from  rent 
due,  and  sue  and  recover  same  from  owner. 

Act  April  6,  1802,  section  8,  (3d  Smith's  Laws,  page  516). 

68.  Liable  for  all  taxes  on  lands  they  occupy;  and  may  either 
deduct  same  from  rent  or  recover  them  from  owners. 

Act  April  3,  1804,  section  6,  (4th  Smith's  Laws,  page  201). 


GENEKAL  PROVISION'S. 

1.  Where  township  lines  divide  a  tract  of  land,  the  assessment 
it  to  be  made  in  the  township  in  which  the  mansion  liouse  is  situated, 
but  this  is  not  applicable  where  mansion  house  is  in  an  incorporated 

city  or  borough. 

Act  July  11,  1842,  section  59,  (P.  L.,  page  331);  act  April  25,  1850,  section 
15,  (P.  L.,  page  572). 

2.  When  line  dividing  a  township  and  a  borough,  or  two  town- 
ships, passes  through  mansion  house  on  farm  land,  owner  may 
choose  place  of  residence  of  occupants  of  said  house;  but  if  this  is 
not  done,  occupants  to  be  regarded  as  wholly  within  the  township, 
and  to  be  assessed  accordingly. 

Act  May  24,  1878,  (P.  L.,  page  131). 

3.  When  county  lines  divide  a  tract  of  land,  and  when  lines  sepa- 
rate a  borough  from  a  township  or  one  borough  from  another,  as- 
sessment to  be  made  where  mansion  house  is  situated. 

Act  June  1,  1883,  (P.  L.,  page  51) ;  act  May  23,  1871,  (P.  L.,  page  1067). 

4.  Estates  of  decedents  may  be  taxed  iu  names  of  decedents,  or 
their  respective  executors,  administrators  or  heirs.  Tax  to  be  a 
lieu  for  one  year  from  first  day  of  June  following  the  assessment, 
and  may  be  collected  from  persons  in  possession.  Expiration  of 
lien  not  to  prevent  collection  within  the  time  provided  in  other  cases. 
Not  to  repeal  other  laws  fixing  a  different  time  for  existence  of 
liens. 

Act  April  22,  1846,  section  23,  (P.  L.,  page  491). 

5.  Persons  transplanting  on  their  own  premises,  on  side  of  jiublic 
highways,  fruit,  shade  or  forest  trees,  of  suitable  size,  to  be  allowed 
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where  roads  lun  through  or  adjoin  cultivated  fields,  in  abatement 
of  road  tax,  |1  for  every  four  trees  set  out;  rows  of  elms  to  be  sev- 
enty or  more  feet  apart;  rows  of  maple  or  other  forest  trees,  except 
locust,  to  be  fifty  or  more  feet  apart,  and  rows  of  locust  to  be 
thirty  or  more  feet  apart.  Trees  to  be  set  out  the  year  before  de- 
mand for  abatement  is  made,  and  to  be  living  and  well  and  protectea 
from  animals  at  time  demand  for  abatement  is  made. 
Act  May  2,  1879,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  47). 

6.  Credit  to  be  allowed  for  trees  transplanted  in  place  of  ones 
dying. 

Act  May  2,  1879,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  47). 

7.  No  abatement  to  be  allowed  in  excess  of  one-fourth  of  highv/ay 
tax. 

Act  May  2,  1879,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  47).  • 

8.  Persons  cutting  down,  killing  or  injuring  such  trees,  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  fifty  cents  for  every  tree  cut  down,  killed  or  injured,  to 
be  collected  as  road  taxes  are  collected  and  paid  to  supervisors. 

Act  May  2,  1879,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  47). 

9.  Owners  of  tracts  of  uncleared  land  containing  not  less  than  fifty 
trees  to  the  acre,  and  each  tree  measuring  eight  or  more  inches  in 
diameter  at  a  height  of  six  feet  above  the  surface,  to  receive  from 
county  commissioners,  during  the  time  the  trees  are  maintained  in 
sound  c-onditioD,  a  sum  e<}ual  to  eighty  per  cent,  of  taxes  annually 
assessed  and  paid  on  said  land;  but  the  amount  paid  is  not  to  exceed 
forty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  no  one  owner  to  receive  payment  on 
more  than  fifty  acres. 

Act  May  25,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  88). 

10.  Rebate  of  one-fourth  of  highway  tax  to  be  allowed  to  persons 
owning  and  using  on  public  highways  draft  wagons,  with  tires  not 
less  than  four  indies  wid(\  for  hauling  loads  of  not  less  than  two 
Uiousand  [U)unds  Moight;  said  rebate  not  to  exceed  five  days'  labor 
(in  highways  or  its  equivalent  in  cash  to  any  one  persoiK 

Act  June  25,  1895,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  288). 

11.  Persons  complying  with  act  to  make  proof  before  supervisor, 
on  oath. 

Act  June  25,  1895,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  288). 

12.  Appeals  may  be  taken  from  assessmcjits  to  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas. 

Act  April  19,  1889,  (P.  L.,  page  37),  ante. 

13.  County  commissioners  in  counties  where  county  treasurer  col- 
lects taxes,  empowered,  on  petition  of  five  hundred  or  more  taxables. 
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to  change  dates  on  which  i-eductions  foi-  pionipt  })avnieiit  of  taxes 
shall  cease. 

Act  June  30,  1885,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  204). 

14.  To  give  notice,  on  oi-  before  Jal\-  first,  to  county  (reasnrer  of 
changes  made,  and  any  change  so  made  to  continue  from  year  to 
year  until  again  changed. 

Act  June  30,  1885,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  204). 

15.  Cities,  boroughs  and  townships  empowered  to  tax  dogs.  Tax 
to  be  fixed  by  county  commissioners  and  councilmen  at  not  more 
than  |2  for  a  dog,  or  more  than  |1  for  a  bitch  unless  she  is  spayed, 
in  which  case  the  tax  is  to  be  the  same  as  a  dog.  Tax  to  be  paid 
to  county  or  -c-ity  treasurer,  and  to  constitute  a  fund  for  x>ayment  of 
sheep  damages.    Dogs  under  four  months  old  not  to  be  assessed. 

Act  May  25,  1893,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  136).* 

16.  Assessors  to  return  names  of  persons  owning  or  keeping  dogs, 
and  county  commissioueis  and  councilmen  to  assess  a  tax  sufficient 
to  pay  damages  sustained  ftom  loss  of  sheep. 

Act  May  25,  1893,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  136). 

17.  Persons  sustaining  damages  from  loss  of  sheep  may  complain 
to  justices  of  the  peace,  aldermen  or  magistrates.  Township,  bor- 
ough or  city  auditors  or  controllers  to  be  notified;  they  to  examine 
into  claim  and  make  report.  Owners  of  dogs  destroying  sheep,  to 
pay  claims  for  damages,  or  kill  their  dogs. 

Act  May  25,  1893,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  137). 

18.  Where  damages  are  sustained,  report  to  be  delivered  to  county 
commissioners  or  councilmen. 

Act  May  25,  1893,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  137). 

19.  Warrant  to  be  drawn  on  county  or  city  treasurer  for  amount  of 
claim,  to  be  paid  out  of  sheep  damage  fund,  but  effort  must  be 
made  to  ascertain  whose  dog  did  the  damage. 

Act  May  25,  1893,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  136). 

26.  County  commissioners  or  councilmen  to  notify  owners  of  dogs 
that  destroyed  sheep,  to  kill  them,  and  on  failure  to  do  so  constable 
or  police  to  kill  them,  and  for  this  service  he  is  to  receive  a  fee  of 
?1,  to  be  paid  out  of  sheep  damage  fund. 

Act  May  25,  1893,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  138). 

21.  Dogs  declared  to  be  personal  property  and  made  the  subject 
of  larceny,  and  owners  liable  for  all  damages  done  to  sheep. 
Act  May  25,  1893,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  138). 


*See  act  June  12,  1878,  (P.  L.,  page  198);  act  June  10,  1881,  (P.  L.,  page  112); 
act  May  5,  1889,  (P.  L.,  page  222). 
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32.  Justices  of  the. peace,  aldermeu  and  magistrates  entitled  to 
a  fee  of  .fl  in  each  case,  and  auditors  and  controllers  to  receive  |1 
per  day  for  every  day  spent  in  investigating  claims. 
Act  May  25,  1893,  (P.  L.,  page  139). 

23.  A  fund  in  excess  of  |200  at  the  close  of  the  year,  to  be  paid 
into  county  or  city  fund  to  be  used  for  county  or  city  purposes. 

Act  May  25,  1893,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  139). 

24.  Special  laws  not  repealed. 

Act  May  25,  1893,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  139). 

25.  Municipalities  increasing  their  indebtedness,  to  levy  an  annual 

tax  before  issuing  obligations. 

Act  April  18,  1895,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  37). 

20.  Tax  to  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  redeem  the  princi- 
pal of  the  obligations  not  later  than  thirty  years  from  date  of  in- 
crease of  indebtedness. 

Act  April  18,  1895,  (P.  L.,  page  37),  act  May  11,  1897.  (P.  L.,  page  54). 

27  County  commissioners  issuing  bonds  to  erect  workhouses, 
authorized  to  lew  special  tax  of  one  mill  on  the  assessed  valuation 
for  county  purposes,  to  pay  interest  and  redeem  principal  of  bonds 
so  issued. 

Act  June  26,  1895,  section  15,  (P.  L.,  page  381). 

28  County  commissioners  authorized  to  transfer  into  general 
county  fund,  tax  moneys  placed  to  credit  of  any  city,  borough  or 
township,- that  have  remained  uncalled  for  during  a  period  of  ten 
years,  provided  right  to  money  is  not  in  dispute. 

Act  July  15,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  285). 

29  County  commissioners  to  give  notice  in  not  more  than  five  nor 
less  than  two  newspapers  of  intended  sales  of  real  estate  purchased 
by  them  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 

Act  July  2,  1895,  (P.  L.,  page  421). 

30  Surplus  bonds  given  by  purchasers  at  tax  sales,  to  be  acknowl- 
edged and  deposited  with  county  treasurer  before  deed  is  given. 
Bonds'  to  be  recorded  by  prothonotary  in  a  book  provided  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  be  filed  in  his  office. 

Act  May  8,  1861,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  47). 

31  Prothonotary  entitled  to  a  fee  of  fifty  cents  on  each  bond.  To 

give  certified  copies  of  bonds,  to  be  received  in  evidence  same,  as 

original  bond.  .  - 

Act  May  8,  1895,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  47). 
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32.  Ti-ansieut  letaileis  of  mercbandise  in  cities,  boiougiis  and 
townships,  to  be  licensed.  Such  license  in  cities  and  boroughs  not 
to  be  less  than  $25  per  month,  nor  more  than  |200  per  month.  In 
townships  tlie  license  to  be  $25  per  month,  for  use  of  school  fund  of 
townsiiip.  Failure  to  be  licensed,  to  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  less 
than  $100  nor  more  than  $200,  and  on  failure  to  pay  same,  person 
offending  to  be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  thirty  days. 

Act  May  2,  1899,  (P.  L.,  page  159). 

33.  Taxes  to  be  first  liens  on  real  estate,  except  in  cities  of  first 
and  second  class.  To  be  returned  to  county  commissioners,  where 
they  cannot  be  collected  from  owners  or  tenants,  and  recorded  in 

-  tax  lien  record.  Keturns  to  contain  full  statement  of  delinquents, 
kind  and  amount  of  tax  due,  description  of  properties  against  which 
assessed,  also,  that  sufflcient  personal  property  to  pay  tax  could 
not  be  found;  and  to  be  signed  and  verified  by  oaths  of  persons  mak- 
ing returns.  To  be  a  lien  when  recorded.  Kccord  to  be  notice  to 
all  persons,  and  certified  copy  to  he  evidence.  Record  to  be  satis- 
fied on  payment  of  taxes. 

Act  June  2,  1881,  section  1.  (P.  L.,  page  45).— Altered,  post* 

3i.  Taxes  to  be  first  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  judicial  sales,  after 
payment  of  costs.  Sales,  except  for  collection  of  taxes,  not  to 
affect  liens  of  first  mortgages.  Taxes  paid  by  lieu  holders  may  be 
recovered  with  interest,  by  producing  receipt  of  county  treasurer, 
to  be  entered  on  record  of  lien  of  judgment  or  mortgage,  or  added 

to  claim  for  purchase  money. 

Act  June  2,  1881,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  46).  Altered.:  See  section  1, 
act  May  4,  1889,  sections  1  and  2,  act  May  22,  1895,  act  June  4,  1897,  and 
sections  1  and  2,  act  April  28,  1899,  post. 

35.  Collectors  wilfully  returning  to  county  commissioners  taxes 
that  might,  with  proper  diligence,  have  been  collected,  to  be  liable 
to  persons  injured  thereby.  Act  not  to  repeal  local  or  special 
laws. 

Act  June  2,  1881,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  46). 

36.  County,  city,  borough,  township  and  school  taxes  not  to  be 
liens  until  entered  of  record  in  prothonotary's  office.    Tax  liens 

*See  act  April  5,  1844,  (P.  L.,  page  199),  as  to  Allegheny  county;  act  March 
15,  1847,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  366),  as  to  Lancaster;  act  April  10,  1848,  (P.  L., 
page  348),  as  to  Harrisburg;  act  April  10,  1848,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  435),  as. 
to  Columbia  borough;  act  April  11,  1850,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  453),  as  to 
Centre  county;  act  February  27,  1860,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  85),  as  to  Allegheny 
City;  act  April  4,  1870,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  866),  as  to  Lycoming  county; 
act  April  1,  1873,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  509),  as  to  Delaware  county;  see  also 
section  1,  act  May  4,  1889;  sections  1  and  2,  act  May  22,  1895;  act  June  4,  1897, 
and  sections  1  and  2,  act  of  April  28,  1899,  post. 
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and  liens  for  municipal  improvements,  to  be  revived  within  five 

meat's,  to  continue  the  lieo. 

Act  May  4,  1889,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  79).  Altered,  see  sections  1  and 
a,  act  May  22,  1895,  act  June  4,  1897,  and  sections  1  and  2,  act  April  28, 
1899,  post.  '  '  '  . 

37.  Lien  of  taxes  to  be  divested  by  judicial  sale,  provided  amount 
of  purchase  money  equals  amount  of  taxes. 

Act  May  22,  1895,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  111). 

38.  Tax  collectors  and  county  commissioners  to  give  notice  to 
persons  selling  property  of  amount  of  taxes  against  the  same,  if 
said  taxes  have  not  been  certified  for  collection;  and  persons  selling 
property  to  pay  taxes  out  of  proceeds  of  sale. 

Act  May  22,  1895,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  111).* 

39.  County,  city,  borough,  township  and  school  tax  not  to  be  a 
lien  on  real  estate  for  a  longer  period  than  three  years  from  first 
day  of  January  next  succeeding  year  in  which  due,  unless  entered  of 
record  in  prothonotary's  otfice.  Tax  liens  and  municipal  claims 
entered  of  record,  not  to  be  liens  for  more  than  five  years  unless 
revived  by  sci/re  facias  within  that  time.  Liens  entered  of  record 
Ijrior  to  May  4,  1880,  not  to  remain  liens  longer  than  three  years 
unless  revived  within  said  three  years. 

Act  June  4,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  123). 

40.  Prothonotaries  to  make  up  dockets  of  unsatisfied  county,  poor, 
road,  school,  borough  and  township  tax  liens.  Such  dockets,  on 
completion,  to  be  evidence  and  notice  of  unsatisfied  liens,  but  original 
dockets  not  to  be  notice  or  evidence. 

Act  April  28,  1899,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  120.) 

41.  Prothonotaries  to  enter  in  separate  dockets,  in  alphabetical 
order,  all  unpaid  county,  poor,  road,  school,  school  building,  borough 
and  township  tax;  and  dockets  to  be  notice  to  all  persons.  Tax  liens 
not  to  be  entered  upon  general  judgment  index. 

Act  April  28,  1899,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  120). 

42.  County  commissioners  may  sue  out  writ  of  estrepement  to 
prevent  the  "cutting  or  removal  of  timber  or  the  peeling  of  bark  on 
lands  returned  to  them  for  non-payment  of  tax,  and  such  writ  to 
continue  in  force  until  tax  is  paid. 

Act  May  4,  1889,  (P.  L.,  page  83). t 

43.  County  auditors  to  settle  accounts  of  county  commissioners, 
county  treasurer  and  directors  of  the  poor. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  sections  48  and  49,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  545) ;  act  June 
2,  1881,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  44). 

*See  case  of  Taylor  vs.  Bowling,  5tli  Superior  Court  Reports,  page  225. 
tSee  act  April  8,  1862,  (P.  L.,  page  317),  as  to  Jefferson  and  Potter  counties. 
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44.  Eeport  to  be  filed  with  pi-othonotary,  and  to  have  the  eifect 

of  a  judgmeut. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  55,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  547). 

45.  Appeals  therefrom  authorized,  and  court  may  direct  au  issue 

to  be  tried  by  a  jury. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  56,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  547);  act  April  14, 
1838,  section  16,  (P.  L.,  1837-38,  page  460). 

4G.  Execution  may  issue  against  defaulting  officers. 

Act  April  15,  1834,  section  58,  (P.  L.,  page  547). 

47.  Auditors  of  townships  and  boroughs  to  meet  annually,  on 
the  second  Monday  of  April,  and  audit,  settle  and  adjust  accounts 
of  supervisors,  road  commissioners,  borough  and  township  treas- 
urers, and  such  other  township  ofticeLS  as  may  by  law  be  referred  to 
them. 

Act  April  24,  1874,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  112);  act  March  31,  1876,  (P.  L., 
page  12);  act  April  15,  1834,  section  102,  (P.  L.,  1833-34,  page  555). 

48.  To  post  hand-bills  containing  itemized  statement  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  borough  councils,  road  commissioners,  super- 
visors, overseers  of  the  poor  and  school  directors;  and  to  file  copy 
of  statement  with  town  clerk  and  clerk  of  court  of  quarter  sessions, 
to  be  subject  to  inspection  by  citizens.  Act  not  to  interfere  with 
laws  requiring  publication  in  newspapers. 

Act  April  24,  1874,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  112). 

49.  Auditors  failing  to  comply  with  act,  to  be  subject  to  a  penalty 
of  |20. 

Act  April  24,  1874,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  113). 

50.  Boards  of  school  directors  to  place  in  hands  of  auditors,  at 
close  of  school  year,  itemized  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
with  books,  papers  and  vouchers,  and  statement  of  assets  and  lia- 
bilities. To  be  examined  and  approved  by  auditors  if  found  cor 
rect,  then  spread  upon  minutes  of  board,  and  published  by  hand-bills 
or  in  two  newspapers  having  largest  circulati«ui  among  citizens  in- 
terested. Failure  to  perform  duties  to  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  |300. 

Act  May  1,  1876,  (P.  L.,  page  91). 

51.  Any  taxpayer  may  appeal  from  report  of  auditors  to  court, 
in  behalf  of  borough,  township,  ward  or  district. 

Act  May  1,  1876,  (P.  L.,  page  88). 

52.  Accounts  of  poor  districts  composed  of  part  of  cities,  boroughs 
and  townships  of  a  county,  to  be  audited  on  second  ^londay  of  Jan- 
uary by  a  board  composed  of  ihe  senior  auditors  of  each  city,  bor- 
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ough  and  township  of  which  the  district  is  composed.    Auditors  to 

receive  fl.oO  per  day  for  their  services. 

Act  June  8,  1881.  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  85).    This  act  not  to  repeal  special 
laws.    Act  June  8,  1881,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  85). 

■  53.  In  Allegheny  county,  controller  audits  county  accounts  and 
accounts  for  State  tax. 

Act  May  1,  1861,  (P.  L.,  page  450). 

54.  In  counties  containing  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
inhabitants,  controller  to  be  elected,  and  to  audit  all  county  ac- 
counts and  State  taxes  for  which  county  is  liable.  Other  accounts 
of  county  treasurer  with  Commonwealth  to  be  audited  by  auditor 
appointed  by  court  of  common  pleas,  under  act  of  April  21,  1846, 

and  supplements  thereto. 

Act  June  8,  1893,  (P.  L.,  page  393).  •  ■ 

55.  Counties,  cities,  boroughs  and  townships  receive  revenue  from 
retail  liquor  licenses  granted  by  courts  of  quarter  sessions.  The 
amount  of  such  license  in  cities  of  the  first  and  second  class  is 
11,000;  in  cities  of  the  third  class,  $500;  in  other  cities,  |.300;  in 
boroughs,  $150,  and  in  townships,  $75.  Said  amounts  are  to  be  paid 
to  the  county  treasurer  and  distributed  by  him  as  follows:  To  coun- 
ties, $100  on  each  license  granted  in  all  cities  they  contain,  and  the 
balance  to  the  cities  for  their  own  use;  and  in  boroughs  and  town- 
ships, one-fifth  of  the  amount  of  each  license  is  given  the  county, 
and  the  balance  the  proper  borough  or  township.  Moneys  thus  paid 
into  a  township  treasury  to  be  used  in  keeping  the  roads  in  good 
repair. 

Act  June  9,  1891,  (P.  L.,  page  348). 

56.  In  counties  containing  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  in- 
habitants, county  officers  to  be  paid  by  salary,  and  all  fees  received 
by  them  are  to  be  paid  into  county  treasury  for  use  of  the  county. 

Act  March  31,  1S76,  (P.  L.,  page  13). 


UNSEATED  LANDS.* 

1.  Unseated  lands  to  be  valued  and  assessed  in  the  same  manner 

as  other  property. 

Act  April  3,  1804,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  1803-04,  page  519). t 


*See  "Collection  of  Tax,"  ante. 

tSee  act  of  March  30,  1831,  section  30,  (P.  L.,  1830-31),  as  to  appeals  from 
assessments  of  unseated  lands  in  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren  and  Venango  coun- 
ties, and  acts  of  March  15,  1832,  (P.  L.,  1831-32,  page  153),  and  January  25,  1872, 
(P.  L.,  page  65),  as  to  Huntingdon,  Pike  and  Wayne  counties;  act  May  3,  1852, 
section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  522),  as  to  Centre  county. 
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2.  County  surveyors,  on  application  of  county  commissioners,  to 

make  returns  of  unseated  lands,  containing  number  of  acres  iu  each 

survey  or  warrant,  original  warrantee  names,  and  full  description 

of  land,  and  to  receive  from  county  treasury  four  cents  for  each 

warrant  or  survey  returned  by  them.    To  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of 

flOO  for  failure  to  make  return.    County  commissioners  to  enter  in 

a  book  the  number  of  acres  surveyed,  and  names  of  original  owner 

and  boundaries  of  each  tract  returned,  as  aforesaid. 
Act  April  3,  1804,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  1803-04,  page  518). 

3.  Holders  of  unseated  lands  to  furnish  county  commissioners 
descriptions  of  tracts  held  by  them,  also  original  warrantee  names, 
and  the  nature,  number  and  date  of  original  title,  together  with 
date  of  conveyance  to  them,  and  names  of  grantors,  within  one  year 
after  conveyance  made  to  them;  and  for  failure  to  furnish  this  state- 
ment, quadruple  tax  to  be  assessed  on  lands. 

Act  March  28,  1806,  (P.  L,.,  1805-06,  page  644). 

4.  Assessment  of  road  tax  on  unseated  lands,  returned  by  asses- 
sors in  mistake  as  seated  lands,  to  be  deemed  valid. 

Act  April  12,  1842,  section  21,  (P.  L.,  page  266). 

5.  Eeturns  for  collection  of  taxes  on  unseated  lands  to  be  made 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  iu  each  year,  and  if  not  so 
made  such  returns  not  to  be  thereafter  received  and  the  taxes  not 
to  be  liens  on  real  estate;  but  this  section  is  not  to  be  so  construed 
as  to  exempt  assessors  and  collectors,  and  their  bail,  from  liability 
for  not  making  their  returns  according  to  law. 

Act  April  21,  1856,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  477);  act  February  23,  1858, 
(P.  L.,  page  45.) 

6.  Supervisors  and  collectors  of  road  and  other  taxes  to  make 
returns  of  exonerations  claimed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary in  each  year;  and  county  commissioners  not  to  grant  any  ex- 
onerations after  that  time,  and  the  county  treasurer  not  to  sell  any 
lands  returned  and  the  taxes  exonerated  after  that  time. 

Act  April  21,  1856,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  477);  act  February  23,  1858, 
(P.  L.,  page  45). 

7.  Unseated  lands  to  be  assessed  for  poor  tax  in  the  same  manner 
as  other  real  estate,  and  when  not  voluntarily  paid,  the  collector 
or  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  proper  district,  to  certify  the  same  to 
the  county  commissioners,  as  in  the  case  of  road  and  school  tax; 
and  county  commissioners  to  enforce  collection  with  taxes  assessed 
for  county  purposes,  and  when  collected  to  be  paid  to  overseers  of 
poor  of  the  proper  district  by  orders  drawn  by  county  commissioners 
on  county  treasurer. 

Act  May  14,  1874,  (P.  L.,  page  155).* 

*See  act  January  30,  1862,  (P.  L.,  page  8).  as  to  Columbia  county. 
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S.  Taxes  cbarged  upon  unseated  lands  not  to  be  collected  bj 
boroogb  and  towusbip  collectors,  but  to  be  certified  and  returned  by 
authorities  levying  the  tax  to  county  commissioners,  to  be  collected 
as  heretofore. 

Act  June  25,  1885,  section  12,  (P.  L.,  page  189).  ■        .  ■ 

!».  All  taxes  levied  upon  unseated  lands  to  be  paid  by  owners 
within  the  year  for  which  levied,  and  in  case  of  failure  to  do  so,  six 
per  cent,  interest  to  be  charged  from  first  day  of  the  year  following 
that  for  which  tax  is  levied  until  tax  is  paid  or  land  sold  for  taxes. 
Act  June  6,  1887,  (P.  L.,  page  363). 

10.  County  commissioners  may  direct  county  treasurer  to  receive 

in  advance  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  years  a  sum  which  in  their 

estimation,  will  be  equal  to  the  taxes  that  ought  to  be  imposed 

uj!on  the  land  during  said  time. 

Act  March  13,  1815,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  1814-15,  page  180). 

11.  Tenants  occupying  or  possessing  lands,  to  be  liable  for  pay- 
ment of  taxes  becoming  due  during  occupancy  or  possession ;  and 
may  recover  the  amount  of  the  same  from  the  landlord  or  defalcate 
the  amount  in  the  payment  of  rent  due,  unless  any  contract  or  agree- 
ment previously  made  would  be  impaired  thereby. 

Act  April  3,  1804,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  1803-04,  page  522). 

12.  Joint  owners  may  pay  their  proportionate  share  of  tax,  and 
county  treasurer  to  receive  and  receipt  for  tlie  same;  and  he  may 
sell  the  residue  of  shares  or  interest  in  the  lands  on  which  taxes 
are  due. 

Act  April  25,  1850,  section  31,  (P.  L.,  page  574). 

13.  Receipts  for  taxes  on  unseated  lands,  acknowledged  before  a 
judge  or  justice  of  the  peace,  may  be  recorded  in  county  where  lands 
lie,  and  the  records  thereof  or  certified  copies  of  the  same,  to  be 
evidence  in  all  cases  in  which  original  receipts  would  be  evidence. 

Act  March  9,  1847,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  279). 

14.  Judge  or  justice  of  the  j»eace  to  take  acknowledgments  of  re- 
ceipts, at  cost  of  parties  applying  for  same,  on  being  required  so  to 
do,  but  applications  for  acknowledgments  to  be  made  within  thirty 
days  from  date  of  receipts. 

Act  March  9,  1847,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  279). 

15.  County  treasurers  to  enter  payments  of  taxes  on  unseated 
lands  made  to  them  in  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  to  give  certi- 
fied copy,  under  official  seal,  of  entries  in  book  showing  payment  of 
tax,  at  request  of  person  jiaying  the  same;  and  each  treasurer  to 
receive  twenty-five  cents  fi'om  the  person  demanding  receipt  or 

certified  copy. 

Act  April  30,  1879,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  34). 


16.  Count}'  commissioners  to  procure  and  furnish  county  treas- 
urers with  book  and  seal,  and  all  payments  of  taxes  on  unseated 

lands  to  be  entered  in  said  book. 

Act  April  30,  1879,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  35). 

17.  County  treasurers  to  commence  sales  of  unseated  lands  for 
taxes  on  second  Monday  of  June,  and  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day; 
and  to  make  sale  of  tiacts  as  a  whole  or  in  part,  sultieieni;  to  pay 
arrearages  of  tax  and  costs,  and  to  execute  deeds;  and  to  give  sixty 
days'  notice  of  time  and  place  of  sale  in  two  newspapers,  if  so  many 
'are  published  in  the  county  where  the  lands  lie,  but  if  not  then  in 
one  newspaper  in  or  nearest  to  the  county  where  the  lands  lie,  under 
penalty  of  $50,  but  neglect  to  make  xmblicatiou  not  to  invalidate 
sales. 

Act  March  13,  1815,  Eection  1.  fP.  L.,  1814-15,  page  177);  act.  March  29, 
1824,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  1823-24,  page  168):  act  March  9,  1847,  sections  1  and 
2,  (P.  L.,  page  278).* 

18.  Duties  formerly  enjoined  on  sheriffs,  with  reference  to  sales 

of  unseated  lands  for  taxes,  to  be  performed  by  county  treasurers. 

Act  April  4,  1809,  section  1,  (P.  L..  1808-09,  page  192). 

19.  Fees  of  county  treasurers  oo  sale  of  unseated  lands  for  taxes, 
ar-e  as  follows:  Advertising  each  tract,  including  printer's  charge, 
50  cents;  selling  each  tract  or  part  thereof,  37  cents;  writing  and 
signing  everj-  deed,  |1.50;  acknowledging  every  deed,  25  cents;  writ- 
ing and  filing  every  bond  to  secure  purchase,  25  cents. 

Act  March  28,  1814,  section  24,  (P.  L.,  1813-14,  page  364). t 

20.  Xo  fee  to  be  charged  by  county  treasurer  for  advertising  any 
land  for  sale  for  non-payment  of  tax,  when  ovi,'ners  pay  the  same  on 
or  before  March  first  previous  to  day  of  sale  in  year  advertisement 
is  made. 

Act  April  21,  1856,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  477). 

*See  act  April  11,  1838,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  1837-38,  page  325),  as  to  sale  of  un- 
seated lots  in  borough  of  Beaver,  in  Beaver  county:  acts  may  4,  1864,  (P.  L., 
page  765).  and  April  11,  1866,  (P.  L.,  page  6200,  as  to  Berks  county;  act 
April  5,  1842,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  242),  as  to  Dauphin  county;  act  April  8, 
1842,  section  18,  (P.  L.,  page  261),  as  to  Lebanon  county;  act  March  6.  1868, 
section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  275),  as  to  Lycoming  county:  act  March  2,  1867,  (P.  L., 
page  340),  as  to  Centre  county.  See  also  section  1,  act  March  30,  1897,  post  , 
requiring  six  weeks  notice  of  sales  of  unseated  lands,  to  be  given. 

tSee  act  April  11,  1866,  (P.  L.,  page  711),  as  to  Luzerne  and  Clearfield  coun- 
ties; act  March  18,  1868,  (P.  L.,  page  375),  as  to  Bedford  county:  act  February 
20,  1867,  (P.  L.,  page  226),  as  to  Northumberland  county;  act  March  18,  1870, 
(P.  L.,  page  491),  as  to  Centre  county;  act  April  2,  1870.  (P.  L.,  page  832).  as 
to  Clinton  county;  act  March  16,  1871,  (P.  L.,  page  571),  as  to  Lycoming 
county;  act  June  2.  1871,  (P.  L,,  page  134),  as  to  Carbon  county;  act  March  1, 
1870,  (P.  L.,  page  283),  as  to  Elk  and  Forest  counties. 
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21.  Notice  of  sales  of  unseated  lands  for  taxes,  by  county  treas- 
urer, to  be  also  given  by  written  or  printed  advertisements,  set-up 
in  at  least  three  public  places,  one  of  wbicb  to  be  at  the  court  bouse, 
stating  that  sales  for  arrearages  of  taxes  will  commence  on  a  certain 
day;  and  each  treasurer  to  make  sale,  in  wbole  or  in  part,  of  such 
tracts  as  he  finds  necessary  to  pay  arrearages  of  tax  and  costs, 
and  to  execute  deeds  to  purchasers,  and  acknowledge  the  same  iu 
open  court  of  common  pleas;  and  to  take  from  purchasers  bonds  with 
warrants  of  attorney  annexed  for  any  surplus  money  that  may  re- 
main after  satisfying  and  paying  taxes  and  costs,  and  to  file  said 
bonds  iu  office  of  prothonotary,  together  with  one  attested  copy  of 

the  advertisements  set-up  by  him. 

Act  April  3,  1804,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  1803-04,  page  519);  act  April  4,  1809, 
section  1,  (P.  L.,  1808-09,  page  192);  act  March  13,  1815,  section  1,  (P.  K, 
1814-15,  page  177).* 

22.  Surplus  bonds  to  be  acknowledged  by  obligor  before  an  officer 
authorized  to  take  acknowledgments,  and  deposited  with  county 
treasurer,  before  deeds  are  lifted  by  purchasers;  and"  county  treas- 
urer to  have  surplus  bonds  recorded  in  prothonotary's  office,  iu  sur- 
plus bond  record;  such  bond  record  to  be  indexed  in  alphabetical 
order,  and  bonds  to  be  filed  in  prothonotary's  office  after  they  are 
recorded. 

Act  May  8,  1895,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  47). 

23.  Prothonotary  to  receive  from  purchasers  or  obligors  a  fee  of 
fifty  cents  for  recording  and  indexing  surplus  bonds;  and  to  give 
certified  copies  when  requested,  and  such  certificate  to  be  received 

in  evidence. 

Act  May  8,  1895,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  47). 

24.  Purchasers  to  pay  purchase  money,  or  sufficient  portion  of 
same  to  pay  taxes  and  costs,  soon  as  deeds  are  tendered  them,  after 
acknow'ledgment  in  open  court,  also,  a  fee  of  one  dollar  for  use  of 
prothonotary,  for  entering  record  of  acknowledgment;  and  in  case 
of  failure  to  make  payment,  county  treasurer  to  sue  for  and  recover 
purchase  money;  and  there  is  to  l)e  no  stay  of  execution,  nor  is 
defendant  permitted  to  give  in  evidence  any  irregularity  in  assess- 
ments or  proceedings  relative  to  sales. 

Act  March  13,  1815,  (P.  L.,  1814-15,  page  178). 

25.  In  case  of  failure  to  pay  purchase  money  and  prothonotary's 
fee,  sales  may  be  avoided,  and  property  re-sold;  and  it  shall  be  dis- 
cretionary with  county  commissioners  what  lands  they  will  pur- 
chase for  use  of  county. 

Act  March  13,  1817,  (P.  L.,  1816-17,  page  111). 


*See  act  May  5,  1841,  section  12,  (P.  L.,  page  347),  as  to  Pike  and  Monroe 
counties. 


26.  Bonds  taken  for  surplus  moneys  and  filed  with  protlionotary, 
to  be  liens  from  date  of  deeds,  on  lands  sold;  and  owners  of  lands 
at  time  of  sale,  or  their  legal  representatives,  may  cause  action  to 
be  entered  on  prothonotary's  docket  any  time  within  live  years  from 
time  of  sale;  and  execution  to  issue  for  moneys  mentioned  io  bonds, 
together  with  legal  interest,  if  not  paid  within  three  months  after 
entry  of  action,  as  aforesaid. 

Act  April  3,  1804,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  1803-04,  page  521). 

27.  Executors  and  administrators  may  collect  bonds  given  for^ 
surplus  moneys  arising  from  sale  of  unseated  lands  of  decedents, 
and  moneys  so  collected  to  be  assets  in  hands  of  executors  and 
administrators;  but  courts,  on  application  of  heirs,  creditors  or  devi- 
sees, may  suspend  or  prevent  collection  of  moneys,  if  in  their  opinion 
such  collection  mar  operate  injuriously  on  the  interests  of  heirs, 

creditors  or  devisees. 

Act  April  14,  1840,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  351). 

28.  When  debtors  die  seized  of  unseated  lands  on  which  their 
debts  become  liens,  and  said  laods  are  sold  for  taxes,  their  execu- 
tors and  administrators  authorized  to  collect  bonds  given  for  surplus 
moneys;  and  moneys  collected  to  be  paid  into  court  of  common  pleas 
for  distribution,  subject  to  right  of  appeal  as  in  cases  of  sheriff's 
sales. 

Act  April  14,  1840,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  351). 

29.  Sales  of  unseated  lands  for  taxes,  made  as  directed  by  law,  to 
rest  in  purchasers  all  the  estate  and  interest  therein  that  the  real 
owners  had  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  although  the  same  may  not  have 
been  taxed  or  sold  in  the  name  of  the  real  owners. 

Act  April  3,  1804,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  1803-04,  page  522). 

30.  In  all  public  sales  of  lands  made  by  county  commissioners 

and  county  treasurers  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  rule  of  caveat  emptor 

to  apply,  except  in  cases  of  double  assessments,  or  where  the  taxes 

on  which  sales  are  made  have  been  previously  paid,  or  where  the 

lands  do  not  lie  within  the  county;  and  county  commissioners  and 

county  treasurers  shall  not  be  required  to  refund  the  purchase 

money,  costs  or  taxes  paid  upon  tracts  of  land  sold  as  aforesaid. 
Act  April  21,  1856,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  477.)* 

31.  Ail  sales  of  seated  or  unseated  lands  for  arrearages  of  tax  to 
be  valid  irrespective  of  the  fact  whether  the  lands  were  seated  or 
unseated  at  the  time  of  the  assessment  of  the  taxes;  but  this  not  to 

*See  act  April  8,  1851,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  356),  as  to  Lycoming,  Clinton, 
Sullivan  and  Centre  counties;  act  April  8,  1864,  (P.  L.,  page  349),  as  to  Co- 
lumbia county;  act  April  10,  1867,  (P.  L.,  page  1008),  as  to  Cambria  county. 
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validate  ov  authorize  tlie  sale  of  any  laud  which  was  seated  at  the 
time  of  the  assessment  of  taxes  thereon,  when  there  was  sutKcient 
personal  property  on  the  premises  to  pay  the  taxes  assessed  thereon, 
liable  to  seizure  therefor. 

Act  June  3,  1885,  (P.  L.,  page  71). 

32.  In  case  a  county  treasurer  who  has  sold  unseated  lands  for 

taxes  dies  or  is  removed  from  office  before  deeds  to  purchasers  are 

executed,  his  successor  is  to  perfect  title  and  execute  such  deeds, 

and  to  do  all  other  matters  and  things  that  could  or  ought  to  have 

been  done  by  the  former  treasurer. 

Act  March  13,  1815,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  1814-15,  page  178). 

33.  When  unseated  lands  have  been  advertised  for  sale  by  a  county 
treasurer,  and  remain  unsold  at  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  oftice  of  the  treasurer,  and  said  treasurer  absconds,  his  suc- 
cessor in  office  is  to  advertise  and  sell  the  hands  so  remaining  unsold, 
on  the  second  Monday  of  Jooe  of  the  year  intervening  between  the 

regular  sales. 

Act  June  11,  1879,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  151). 

34.  Such  sales  to  be  for  the  same  taxes  (and  none  other)  for  which 
the  lands  had  been  advertised  to  be  sold  at  the  last  preceding  reg- 
ular sale. 

Act  June  11,  1879,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  151). 

35.  Advertisement  and  sale  to  be  made  in  the  manner  specilied 
and  subject  to  provisions  of  act  of  March  13,  1815,  and  its  several 
supplements,  but  advertisement  to  be  made  in  a  newspaper  pub- 
lished in  the  county,  at  least  once  a  week  for  four  successive  weeks 
in  the  month  of  May;  and  owners  to  have  same  right  of  redemption 
as  is  provided  in  said  act  of  March  13,  1815. 

Act  Juno  11,  1879,  (P.  L.,  page  151).* 

36.  Ejectments  for  unoccupied  lands  sold  for  taxes  may  be  brought 
against  and  served  on  the  persons  who  purchased  the  lands.  If  such 
persons  cannot  be  found  in  the  proper  county,  the  court,  after  the 
return  day  of  the  writ,  may  grant  rule  on  defendants  to  appear  and 
])lead;  and  such  rule  to  be  published  for  sixty  successive  days  in 
a  daily  or  weekly  newspaper  of  the  proper  county.  If  no  person 
appears,  the  court,  on  proof  of  publication  in  open  court,  to  give 
judgment  by  default;  but  when  purchasers  or  persons  claiming  under 
them  appear,  court  to  make  them  defendants,  and  cause  to  be  tried 

*See  section  1,  act  Marcti  30,  1897,  posi.,  requiring  six  weeks'  notice  of 
intended  sales  of  unseated  lands  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 
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on  the  titles  of  the  parties  as  if  there  was  an  actual  occupation  of 
the  land. 

Act  March  29,  1824,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  1823-24,  page  168). 

37.  The  right  to  bring  action  of  ejectment  extended  to  all  persons 
having  any  title  derived  from  or  by  virtue  of  a  sale  of  unseated 
lands  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  whether  such  sale  be  made  by  county 
commissioners  or  county  treasurer. 

Act  April  14,  1851,  section  16,  (P.  L.,  page  615). 

■  38..  Owners  of  lands  sold  for  taxes  can  redeem  the  same,  within 
two  years  from  date  of  sales,  by  paying  or  tendering  payment  to 
county  treasurer  of  amount  of  taxes  for  which  lands  were  sold  and 
costs,  and  twenty-flve  per  cent,  additional;  and  county  treasurer  to 
receive  and  receipt  for  said  moneys,  and  pay  the  same  over  to  the 
purchasers,  on  demand.  In  case  county  treasurer  refuses  payment 
or  if  owners  pay  taxes  previous  to  sale,  then  said  owners  can  recover 
the  lands  by  due  course  of  law.  Former  act  l  equiriug  notice  to  be 
given  in  newspapers  of  taxes  being  due  and  sale  thereon,  repealed; 
and  no  alleged  irregularity  in  assessment,  or  in  process  or  otherwise, 
to  affect  title  of  purchaser.  In  cases  where  owners  of  lands  sold 
for  taxes  are  orphans  or  insane,  and  residing  within  the  United 
States,  two  years  after  such  disability  is  removed,  is  allowed  them 
or  their  legal  representatives  to  bring  suit  for  recovery  of  lands 
sold  for  non-payment  of  taxes;  but  where  recovery  is  effected  in 
such  cases,  the  value  of  the  improvements  made  on  the  lands,  after 
the  sale  of  the  same,  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the  jury  trying  the 
action  for  recovery  and  to  be  paid  by  the  persons  recovering  the 
same,  before  they  obtain  ijossession  of  the  lands  so  recovered. 
Act  March  13,  1815,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  1814-15,  page  178). 

39.  Word  "orphan"  or  "orphans"  to  be  taken  and  construed  to 
mean  minor  or  minors. 

Act  April  25,  1850,  section  30,  (P.  L.,  page  574). 

40.  Ko  action  for  recovery  of  lauds  to  lie,  unless  brought  within 
five  years  after  the  sale  of  the  same  for  taxes. 

Act  April  3,  1804,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  1803-04,  page  521). 

41.  Persons  having  liens  or  equitable  interests  in  lands  sold  for 
taxes,  and  their  legal  representatives,  may  redeem  the  same  from 
the  effects  of  sale,  as  fully  as  the  owner  of  the  lands  at  the  time  of 
the  sale  can  do;  and  when  time  of  redemption  has  expired  such  per- 
sons or  their  legal  representatives  authorized  to  collect  surplus  as 
fully  as  owners  at  time  of  sale  can  do,  but  moneys,  when  collected, 
to  be  paid  into  and  distributed  by  order  of  court,  subject  to  right 
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of  appeal,  as  decrees  for  distribution  of  moneys  arising  from  sheriffs' 
sales  are  by  law  subject. 

Act  April  14,  1840,  section  6,  (P.  L.,  page  352). 

■42.  Joint  owners  of  unseated  lands  sold  for  non-payment  of  taxes, 
may,  within  two  years  from  date  of  sale,  redeem  their  proportionate 
share  of  said  lands,  by  tender  of  their  proportionate  amount  of  tax, 
costs  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  additional  sum;  and  county  treasurer 
to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  same,  and  pay  the  same  over  to  the  pur- 
chasers, on  demand  made.  In  such  cases,- joint  tenants  entitled  to 
recover  their  share  and  interest  in  said  lands,  and  to  hold  the  same," 
with  the  purchasers,  as  tenants  in  common. 
Act  March  9,  1847,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  279). 

43.  In  cases  of  sales  of  tracts  of  unseated  lands  for  taxes,  which 
may  be  interfered  with  by  surveys  or  titles  of  other  claimants,  such 
claimants  are  authorized,  w-ithin  two  years  from  date  of  sales,  to 
tender  amount  of  taxes  upon  so  much  of  said  tracts  as  are  included 
within  the  lines  under  which  claimants  hold  title,  and  costs,  and 
their  proportionate  amount  of  the  additional  twenty-tlve  per  cent., 
and  county  treasurer  is  required  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  same, 
and  pay  it  over  to  the  purchasers,  on  demand;  and  said  redemption 
to  be  as  effectual  for  protection  of  claimants'  title  within  the  lines 
of  their  surveys  or  claims  as  if  the  redemption  had  been  made  for  and 
included  all  the  land  within  the  lines  of  said  interferences. 

Act  April  3,  1862,  (P.  L.,  page  228).  .  _ 

44.  Redemption  moneys  paid  by  lien  creditors  to  be  liens  upon 
such  title  of  debtors  as  would  have  passed  to  purchasers  under  the 
sale,  if  no  redemption  had  been  made,  and  to  have  priority  over 
other  liens  against  the  same  title.  Lien  creditors  or  their  legal 
representatives  thus  redeeming  lands,  to  have  claims  or  receipts 
for  redemption  money  entered  as  costs  on  the  record  where  the  lien 
is  entered  or  recorded;  and  said  claim  to  be  treated  as  docket  costs 
in  the  proper  judgment  or  mortgage  lien,  and  to  be  preferred  in 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  any  subsequent  sale  of  said 

property. 

Act  May  15,  1874,  (P.  L.,  page  192). 

45.  Value  of  improvements  to  be  recovered  in  all  cases  where  a 
recovery  is  effected  against  a  purchaser  at  a  sale  for  taxes,  or  other 
person  daiming  under  him;  such  recovery  to  be  an  incident  in  all 
cases  where  there  is  a  recovery  against  the  tax  title,  without  regard 
to  the  nature  of  the  defects  of  said  title;  and  whenever  any  person 
claiming  under  such  tax  title  may  be  out  of  possession,  and  on  ac- 
count of  defects  in  the  title  fail  to  recover  the  land,  the  jury,  under 
the  direction  of  the  court,  to  assess  the  value  of  the  improvements, 
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and  fix  the  time  within  which  the  assessment  shall  be  paid  by  the 
defendant.  If  the  assessment  is  not  paid  within  the  time  specified 
by  ithe  jury,  the  title  of  the  plaintiff  to  laud  in  dispute  to  be  con- 
firmed as  against  defendant  and  all  claiming  under  him.  On  failure 
to  pay  such  assessment,  a  writ  of  Juihere  facicM  possessionem  may 
issue  forthwith,  without  any  other  proceeding;  and  in  all  cases 
where  a  recovery  is  had  against  a  defendant  claiming  under  a  tax 
title,  the  jury  assessing  the  value  of  the  improvements  to  find  the 
time,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  within  which  the  assessment 
is  to  be  paid  by  the  plaintiff,  and  on  failure  to  pay  the  same  within 
said  time  the  title  of  the  defendant  to  be  good  and  valid  against 
plaintiff  and  all  claiming  title  under  him.  No  improvements  made 
within  two  years  after  sale  of  lands  for  taxes,  to  be  paid  for  by  party 
recovering  or  purchasing  the  same.  If  defects  in  tax  title  are  known 
to  purchaser  at  time  of  sale,  or  if  tender  of  redemption  money  is 
made  within  two  years  of  sale,  he  is  not  to  be  allowed  for  his  im- 
provement. This  not  to  affect  the  interests  of  minors  who  claim 
the  lands  within  two  years  after  they  arrive  at  age. 
Act  April  12,  1842,  section  20,  (P.  L.,  page  265).* 

46.  Redeeming  owners  of  unseated  lands  sold  for  non-paymenr 
of  taxes,  to  repay  taxes  paid  by  purchasers  that  accrued  between 
time  of  sale  and  period  fixed  for  redemption. 

Act  May  8,  1855,  (P.  L.,  page  519). 

47.  Receipts  for  redemption  money  to  be  recorded  by  prothonotary, 
T^'ho  shall  mark  the  word  "redeemed"  on  margin  of  entry  of  the 
deed  of  the  tract  of  land  redeemed,  and  note  the  page  of  the  book 
where  such  receipt  is  entered;  and  to  receive  a  fee  of  twenty-five 
cents  for  each  tract  for  which  receipt  is  recorded.  Receipt  to  be 
retu,rned  to  owner  on  completion  of  entry.  When  handwriting  of 
county  treasurer  is  not  known  to  prothonotary,  he  is  not  to  enter 
receipt  until  the  same  is  probated,  and  such  probate  is  to  be  re- 
corded with  the  receipt;  and  the  recording  of  any  receipt  to  be  as 
good  evidence  in  any  court  as  the  original  receipt  would  be.  This 
not  to  affect  the  rights  of  persons  acquired  under  existing  laws. 

Act  April  14,  1840,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  352). 

48.  All  receipts  of  county  officers  for  redemption  of  moneys  of 
unseated  lands  sold  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  to  be  recorded. 

Act  April  25,  1850,  section  33,  (P.  L.,  page  575). 

49.  Unseated  lands  offered  for  sale,  not  bringing  taxes  and  costs, 
to  be  purchased  by  county  commissioners,  and  deed  to  be  made 

*See  act  March  11,  1843,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  79),  as  to  lands  belonging 
or  supposed  to  belong  to  estate  of  John  Nicholson,  deceased. 
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to  conuty  comiiiissioDers  for  use  of  countv.  County  coniniissioners 
to  provide  book,  in  which  shall  be  entered  name  of  person  whose 
lands  are  sold,  quanlity  of  land  and  amount  of  taxes  lands  were 
sold  for;  and  surh  lands  not  to  be  charged  in  collector's  duplicate 
so  long  as  they  remain  the  property  of  the  county.  County  com- 
missioners to  charge  said  lands  with  reasonable  county  and  road 
tax  for  five  years  following  date  of  sale,  if  they  remain  unredeemed 
that  long. 

Act  March  13,  1815,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  1814-15,  page  179). 

50.  Right  of  redemption  to  remain  in  owners  of  lands  for  five  years 
after  sale;  and  on  payment  to  county  treasurer  of  taxes,  costs  and 
interest  thereon,  and  also  taxes  assessed  on  lands  from  year  to 
year  after  sale,  and  interest  thereon,  county  commissioners  to  con- 
vey county's  title  to  lands  to  owners,  by  endorsement  on  back  of 
county  treasurer's  deed.  Moneys  received  for  road  taxes  to  be 
paid  to  supervisors  of  tovrnships  w^here  lands  lie,  on  orders  of  county 
commissioners,  to  be  used  in  making  and  repairing  the  public  roads. 

Act  March  13,  1815.  section  6,  (P.  L.,  1814-15,  page  179).* 

51.  Joint  owners  can  redeem  then-  proportionate  part  of  lands 
ljurchased  by  county  commissioners  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  within 
the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  provided  for  redemption 
where  one  party  is  owner  of  the  land,  and  county  commissioners  may 
sell  residue  of  interests  in  lands  not  redeemed  within  five  years,  at 
public  sale,  and  make  deed  to  purchaser,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same 
as  tenant  in  common  with  the  person  who  has  redeemed  his  interest 
therein. 

Act  April  25,  1850,  section  32,  (P.  L.,  page  574). 

52.  Lands  not  redeemed  within  five  years  may  be  sold  by  county 
commissioners;  and  thereafter  such  lands  to  be  assessed  against 
last  purchaser  or  redeemer,  and  to  be  again  liable  to  be  sold  for 
taxes. 

Act  March  13,  1815,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  1814-15,  page  180;  act  March  29,  1824, 
section  1,  (P.  L.,  1823-24,  page  167). 

53.  County  commissioners  may  advertise  notice  of  intended  sales 
of  seated  or  unseated  lands  for  non-payment  of  taxes  in  such  number 
of  newspapers  as  in  their  judgment  seems  necessary;  but  the  maxi- 
mum number  not  to  exceed  five  nor  the  minimum  number  to  fall 
below  tvvo,  if  so  many  are  published  in  the  proper  county. 

Act  July  2,  1895,  (P.  L.,  page  421). t 


*See  act  April  8,  1862,  (P.  L.,  page  317),  as  to  Jefferson  and  Potter  counties. 
tSee  section  1,  act  March  30,  1897,  post.,  requiring  six  weeks'  notice  of  in- 
tended sales  of  unseated  lands  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 


85 


54.  Thirty  days  notice,  by  advertisemeut  in  uewsi^apers,  and  six 
written  or  pdnted  advertisements,  of  intended  sales  by  county  com- 
missioners, to  be  given. 

Act  March  29,  1824,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  1823-24,  page  167).* 

55.  Deed  to  be  given  in  form  prescribed  by  law,  and  sales  to  be 
entered  in  minute  book  of  county  commissioners,  also,  redemptions. 

Act  March  13,  1815,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  1814-15,  page  180). 

56.  County  commissioners,  empowerd  to  execute  deeds  in  fee 
simple,  to  purchasers;  and  such  deeds,  after  being  acknowledged,  to 
be  good  and  valid  for  such  title  as  county  commissioners  had  a  right 
to  convey. 

Act  March  29,  1824,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  1823-24,  page  167.)t 

57.  County  commissioners'  deeds  not  acknowledged  before  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  before  delivery,  to  be  valid,  upon  proof  of  execu- 
tion by  subscribing  witnesses. 

Act  April  9,  1872,  (P.  L.,  page  45). 

58.  Notice  of  intended  sales  of  unseated  lauds  for  non-payment  of 
taxes  to  be  given  once  a  week  for  six  successive  weeks,  in  at  least 
two  newspapers  of  general  circulation,  or  if  two  newspapers  be 
not  published  in  a  couuty,  then  in  one  newspaper  nearest  the  same. 
Notice  to  contain  names  of  owners  of  lands,  if  known,  warrant 
numbers  of  tracts,  names  of  warrantees,  wheu  known,  number  of 
acres  contained  in  each  tract,  township  in  which  located,  and  taxes 
due  on  each  tract;  and  ten  copies  of  advertisement  to  be  mailed  by 
county  treasurer  or  comity  commissioners  to  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  ten  copies  to  Commissioner  of  Forestry. 

Act  March  30,  1897,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  11).} 

59.  Commissioner  of  Forestry  to  examine  location  and  character 
of  lands,  and  if  desirable  for  forestry  reservation  he  may  purchase 
same,  on  behalf  of  Commonwealth,  subject  to  right  of  redemption 
under  existing  laws.  Price  paid  for  lands  not  to  exceed  amount  of 
taxes  for  non-payment  of  which  lauds  are  sold,  and  costs.  Auditor 
General  to  draw  warrant  on  'vState  Treasurer,  payable  to  order  of 
county  treasurer,  for  amount  of  purchase  mouey,  ujiou  certificate 
of  Commissioner  of  Forestry. 

Act  March  30,  1897,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  11). 

*See  section  1,  act  March  30,  1897,  post.,  requiring  six  weeks'  notice  of  in- 
tended sales  of  unseated  lands  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 

tSee  section  10,  act  May  3,  1852,  (P.  L.,  page  522),  as  to  effect  of  county 
commissioners'  deeds  in  Centre  coiuity. 

JSeo  section  1,  act  March  13.  1815,  sections  1  and  5;  act  March  29,  1824, 
sections  1  and  2;  act  March  9.  1847,  section  2;  act  .June  11,  1879,  and  act 
July  21,  1895,  ante.,  as  to  advertisement  of  notice  of  intended  sales  of  un- 
seated lands  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 
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■  60.  In  case  of  redeniption  of  lands,  redemption  money  to  t»e 

remitted  to  State  Treasurer  by  county  treasurer,  with  description 

of  tract  redeemed. 

Act  March  30,  1897,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  12). 

61.  Title  to  lauds  purchased  to  be  vested  in  Commonwealth,  if  not 
redeemed  within  the  time  limited  by  law.  County  treasurer  to 
certify  to  Secretary  of  Agriculture  lists  of  unredeemed  lands  pur- 
chased by  Commonwealth,  together  with  description  of  the  same; 
and  such  lands  not  to  be  subject  to  further  taxation  whilst  owned 
by  Commonwealth.    Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  keep  record  of  all 

lands  acquired  by  Commonwealth. 

Act  March  30,  1897,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  12). 

62.  Lands  acquired  by  Commonwealth  to  be  under  control  of 
Department  of  Agriculture,  in  care  of  Division  of  Forestry;  and  to 
be  part  of  forestry  reservation  system  for  preservation  of  water 
supply  and  protection  from  Hoods. 

Act  March  30,  1897,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  12). 


EXEMPTION  FROM  TAXATION. 

1.  All  churches,  meeting  houses,  oi'  other  regular  places  of  stated 
worship,  with  the  groumls  thereto  annexed  necessary  for  the  occu- 
pancy and  enjoyment  of  the  same;  all  burial  grounds  not  used  or 
held  for  private  or  corporate  protit;  all  hospitals,  universities,  col- 
leges, seminaries,  academies,  associations  and  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, benevolence  or  charity,  with  the  grounds  thereto  annexed  neces- 
sary for  the  occupancy  and  enjoyment  of  the  same,  found,  endowed 
and  maintained  by  public  or  private  charity;  and  all  school  houses 
belonging  to  any  county,  borough  or  school  district,  with  the  grounds 
thereto  annexed  and  necessary  for  the  occupancy  and  enjoyment 
of  the  same;  and  all  court  houses  and  jails,  with  the  grounds  there- 
unto annexed,  are  exempt  from  all  and  every  county,  city,  borough, 
bounty,  road,  school  and  poor  tax;  but  all  property,  real  or  personal, 
other  than  that  which  is  in  actual  use  and  occupation  for  aforesaid 
purposes,  and  from  which  any  income  or  revenue  is  derived,  is  to  be 
subject  to  taxation,  save  where  exempted  by  law  for  State  pur- 
poses. 

Act  May  14,  1874,  (P.  L.,  page  158).* 

*Prior  to  this  act  nothing  was  taxable  except  that  which  was  expressly 
taxed  by  statute,  and  so  far  as  the  latter  portion  of  this  act  seeks  to  impose 
a  tax  upon  new  subjects  of  taxation,  it  discloses  a  purpose  not  mentioned 
in  the  title  of  the  act,  and  is  unconstitutional  and  void,  under  article  III,  sec- 
tion 3,  of  the  State  Constitution.  Sewickley  Borough  vs.  Sholes,  118  P.  S.  R., 
page  165.  See  act  April  21.  1841,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  253),  as  to  exemption 
of  public  property  in  Pittsburg,  and  act  April  10,  1873,  (P.  L.,  page  597),  as 
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2.  Buildings  in  course  of  .erection  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  if 

exempt  when  completed. 

Act  June  4,  1879,  (P.  L.,  page  90). 

3.  County  bonds,  owned  by  a  public  corporation  within  the  county 
-  issuing  the  bonds,  the  income  from  which  is  by  law  appropriated  ex- 
clusively to  the  support  of  the  poor  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  roads  of  the  county,  are  exempt  from  taxation  for  State  pur- 
poses. 

Act  March  24,  1877,  (P.  L.,  page  44). 

4.  So  much  of  the  capital  stock  and  shares  of  corporations,  lim- 
ited partnerships  or  joint  stock  associations  organized  for  manufac- 
turing purposes,  as  is  invested  in  and  actually  and  exclusively 
employed  in  carrying  on  manufacturing  within  the  Commonwealth, 
except  companies  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  spirituous  and  malt 
liquors  and  such  as  enjoy  and  exercise  the  right  of  eminent  domain, 

are  exempt  from  taxation. 

Act  June  8,  1893,  (P.  L.,  page  355);  act  June  8,  1891,  section  5,  (P.  L., 
page  238) ;  act  June  1,  1889,  section  21,  (P.  L.,  page  431) ;  act  June  30,  1885, 
section  20,  (P.  L.,  page  199). 

5.  The  capital  stock  and  shares  of  stock  of  building  and  loan  asso- 
ciations, except  prepaid  and  matured  stock,  are  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion. 

Act  June  8,  1891,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  421);  act  May  22,  1883,  (P.  L., 
page  38);  act  July  15,  1897,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  294). 

6.  Assessors  to  make  return  to  county  commissioners  of  all  prop- 
erty exempt  from  taxation,  in  a  separate  list,  for  which  service 
they  receive  the  same  compensation  as  is  allowed  for  like  services 
in  other  cases. 

Act  April  5,  1849,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  962). 


SPECIAL  PEOVISIOXS  AS  TO  CITIES  OF  THE  THIRD  CLASS. 

1.  Cities  of  third  class  empowered  to  enact  ordinances  for  levy 

and  collection  of  taxes  for  general  revenue  purposes,  not  to  exceed 

ten  mills  on  the  dollar  in  any  one  year,  on  all  persons,  and  on  real, 

personal  and  mixed  property  within  the  limits  of  the  cities  taxable 

for  county  purposes. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  V,  section  3,  clause  1,  (P.  L.,  page  286). 

to  machinery  in  Montgomery  county.  Funds  held  in  trust  for  -charitable  and 
religious  objects  are  exempt  from  taxation,  General  Assembly  vs.  Gratz,  139 
P.  S.  R.,  page  497.  See  act  April  8.  1873,  fP.  L.,  page  64),  which  this  act  sup- 
plies, also  act  May  12,  1871,  (P.  L.,  page  771),  as  to  exemption  of  burial  grounds 
from  taxation  in  Philadelphia.  Said  act  of  April  8,  1873,  exempts  from  taxa- 
tion burial  lots,  lunatic  asylums,  almshouses,  poorhouses,  houses  of  refuge, 
penitentiaries  and  asylums,  schools  and  hospitals  supported  by  annual  appro- 
priations from  the  Commonwealth. . 
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2.  Also  empowered  to  inovide  for  assessment  and  collection  of 

an  additional  tax,  not  exceeding  one  per  centum  on  the  dollar  upon 

the  assessed  valuation  in  any  one  year  on  all  persons,  property  and 

other  matters  and  things  in  said  cities  taxable  for  county  purposes, 

for  the  payment  of  interest  on  bonded  indebtedness,  and  for  the 

payment  of  loans  to  support  tne  government  Jind  to  make  the  necess- 

sary  improvements  in  said  cities. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  V,  section  3,  clause  2,  (P.  L.,  page  286). 

3.  Further  empowered  to  place  a  poll  tax  for  general  revenue 

purposes,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  annually,  on  all  male  inhabitants 

above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  V,  section  3,  clause  3,  (P.  L.,  page  287). 

4.  Such  cities  can,  by  oi'dinance,  levy  and  collect  for  general  reve- 
nue purposes,  an  annual  license  tax  not  exceeding  -flOO  on  all  auc- 
tioneers, contractors,  druggists,  hawkers,  peddlers,  produce  or  mer- 
chandise vendoi  s,  bankers,  brokers,  pawnbrokers,  merchants  of  all 
kinds,  persons  selling  or  leasing  goods  upon  instalments,  grocers, 
confectioners,  butchers,  i-estaurants,  bowling  alleys,  billiard  tables 
and  other  gaming  tables,  drays,  hacks,  carriages,  omnibuses,  carts, 
wagons,  street  railway  cars  and  other  vehicles  used  in  the  cities  for 
hire  or  pay,  lumber  dealers,  including  commission  men  and  all  per- 
sons who  make  a  business  of  buying  lumber  for  sale  at  wholesale 
or  retail,  furniture  dealers,  saddle  or  harness  dealers,  stationers,  jew- 
elers, livery  or  boarding  stable  keepers,  real  estate  agents,  agents 
of  fire,  life  or  other  insurance  companies,  market  house  companies, 
express  companies  or  agencies,  telegraph,  telephone,  steam  heating, 
gas,  natural  gas,  water,  electric  light  or  power  companies  or  agen 
cies,  Of  individuals  furnishing  communication,  light,  heat  or  power 
by  any  of  the  means  enumerated,  and  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
Ihe  same. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  V,  section  3,  clause  4,  (P.  L.,  page  287). 

5.  Said  cities  empowered,  by  ordinance,  to  levy  and  collect  taxes 
on  all  taxable  property  in  the  cities,  in  addition  to  all  other  laxes, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  cities,  sub- 
ject to  the  limitations  and  requirements  of  this  act  and  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  V,  section  3,  clause  7,  (P.  L.,  page  288). 

6.  May  by  ordinance  license  and  collect  license  from  skating  rinks, 
operas,  theatres,  concerts,  shows,  circuses,  menageries  and  all  kinds 
of  public  exhibitions  for  pay,  except  those  for  local,  religious,  edu- 
cational or  charitable  purposes. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  V,  section  3,  clause  25,  (P.  L.,  page  291). 
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7.  And  levY  and  collect  license  fiom  persons  authotized  to  occupy 
any  portion  of  the  streets  or  sidewalks  for  tem])oraiy  public  market 
purposes. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  V,  section  3,  clause  3,  (P.  L.,  page  292). 

8.  And  regulate  and  provide  for  taxing  the  owners  and  harborers 
of  dogs. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  V,  section  3,  clause  30,  (P.  L.,  page  292).* 

9.  Cities  of  third  class  having  previously  incurred  a  debt  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  or  maintaining  public  parks,  empowered  to 
levy  a  tax  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  such' indebtedness  as  it 
matures;  and  njay  classify  real  estate  with  reference  to  its  benefits 
from  said  parks,  in  the  proportion  each  property  shall  appear  to  be 
benefited,  and  to  levy  tax  accordingly.  City  assessors  to  make  clas- 
sification, and  same  to  remain  subject  to  changes  rendered  necessary 
by  changes  of  city  property  lines. 

Act  March  25,  1878,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  8). 

10.  Councils  to  fix  time  for  assessors  to  hear  appeals  on  matter  of 
classification,  and  direct  notice  to  be  given;  after  hearing  appeal^ 
and  making  changes,  classification  to  be  final  and  conclusive. 

Act  March  25,  1878,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  8). 

11.  Former  tax  validated. 

Act  March  25,  1878,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  8). 

12.  Act  not  to  go  into  effect  until  accepted  by  councils. 
Act  March  25,  1878,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  9). 

13.  Each  city  of  the  third  class  to  elect  three  persons,  residents  of 
the  city  for  at  least  five  years  prior  to  their  election  and  owners  of 
real  estate  therein,  to  serve  as  a  board  of  assessors  for  three  years 
from  first  Monday  of  April  succeeding  their  election.  No  two  of  the 
said  board  to  be  residents  of  the  same  ward. 

-  Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  317). 

11.  To  be  sworn  and  file  oath  with  city  clerk;  vacancies  may  be 
filled  by  councils.  During  first  year  of  their  term  of  service,  and 
every  third  year  thereafter,  may  appoint  assistant  assessors  not  ex- 
ceeding in  number  the  number  of  wards  of  the  city,  to  serve  not  ex- 
ceeding sixty  days,  and  to  be  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
board.  Compensation  of  board  and  assistants  to  be  fixed  by  councils. 
Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  2.  (P.  L.,  page  317). 

1.5.  Board  to  make  assessment  of  property  subject  to  taxation  for 
city  purposes  in  year  of  triennial  assessment  for  county  purposes, 

*See  also  act  June  10,  1881,  (P.  L.,  page  112);  act  May  25,  1893,  (P.  L., 
page  136). 
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and  a  list  of  properly  exempt  from  taxation,  vvitli  a  valuation  of  the 
same;  to  return  dimensions  of  lots  or  pieces  of  ground,  vviLli  number 
and  kind  of  improvements  thereon;  and  a  similar  assessnu  nt  to 
be  made  every  three  years.  To  value  property  at  such  sum  it  would 
bring  at  a  fair  public  sale.  To  make  assessment  as  directed  by 
precept  of  board  of  revision  and  appeal,  in  years  succeeding  triennial 
assessment.  To  complete  annual  assessment  on  or  before  January 
first.  1  : 

Act  May  23,  1895,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  119). 

16.  Board  to  give  taxables  at  least  five  days  notice  of  their  ratings, 
and  of  any  changes  in  assessments  in  intervening  years,  together 
with  time  and  place  of  hearing  appeals  by  board  of  revision.  Per- 
sons aggrieved  by  the  action  of  the  board  of  assessors  may  appeal 
to  board  of  revision. 

Act  May  23,  1895,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  120). 

17.  Councils,  in  joint  convention,  on  or  before  first  Monday  of 
May,  every  third  year,  to  elect  five  resident  citizens  as  a  board  of 
revision  and  appeals,  to  serve  for  three  j^ears,  and  to  be  sworn. 
Vacancies  to  be  filled  by  councils  for  unexpired  term.  No  member 
of  councils  to  vote  for  more  than  three  members  of  board,  and  the 
five  persons  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  to  be  declared 
elected.  Board  may  issue  their  precept  to  city  assessors,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  September,  requiring  new  assessment,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  in  years  other  than  triennial  year;  to  receive  assessments 
returned  by  board  of  assessors,  and  to  have  the  power  to  revise, 
equalize  or  alter  assessments,  and  to  add  to  assessments  and  tax 
duplicates  any  subject  of  taxation  omitted  therefrom.  Property 
ceasing  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  for  purposes  that  entitled  it 
to  exemption,  to  become  taxable  for  proportionate  part  of  year  it 
was  not  entitled  to  exemption.  Board  to  rectify  all  errors,  and  may 
require  attendance  of  board  of  assessors  and  assistant  assessors, 
or  other  citizens,  for  examination  on  oath;  to  hear  and  determine 
all  appeals  by  taxpayers  from  assessments  made  by  city  assessors, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may  prescribe,  of  which  five  days' 
notice  to  be  given;  to  give  five  days'  notice  to  taxable  inhabitants  of 
any  increase  or  addition  to  the  valuation  assessed  against  them  by 
the  board  of  city  assessors,  together  with  time  and  place  of  appeal. 
Board  empowered  to  administer  oaths  on  all  matters  before  them, 
and  false  statements  under  oath  to  be  deemed  perjury  and  be  punish- 
able as  such.  Members  of  board  to  receive  compensation  fixed  by 
councils,  not  exceeding  four  dollars  per  day  for  each  day  discharged 
in  the  performance  of  duty.  City  clerk  to  act  as  clerk  of  board,  and 
to  receive  for  his  services  such  compensatioon  as  councils  shall  fix. 
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Board  to  have  custody  of  books  I'ehitiug  to  assessment  of  city  tax, 
aud  to  keep  tlieui  arianged  according  to  wards  and  dates;  to  furnish 
books  to  city  assessors  for  taking  assessments,  and  such  books  to 
be  returned  to  board  on  completion  of  assessments.  Board  to  com 
plete  their  labors  aud  the  hearing  and  determination  of  appeals  on 
or  before  March  first,  after  which  the  assessment  is  to  be  copied  by 
wards  into  duplicates,  and  to  remain  as  the  lawful  assessment  for 
city  tax,  until  altered  as  provided  in  this  act.  Decision  of  board 
to  be  subject  to  appeal  to  court  of  common  pleas,  whose  decision 
shall  be  final,  and  appellant  to  pay  costs  if  appeal  is  declared  ground- 
less. 

Act  May  23,  1895,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  120). 

18.  Duplicates,  when  completed,  to  be  placed  in  possession  of  city 

treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  who  is  to  receive  and 

collect  the  taxes.    Three  per  centum  to  be  added  to  taxes  remaining 

unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  September,  and  on  the  first  day  of  each 

month  thereafter  one  per  centum  to  be  added  to  all  outstanding  taxes 

until  the  same  are  fully  paid. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  319). 

« 

19.  On  first  day  of  November,  city  treasurer  to  place  duplicates 
of  unpaid  taxes  in  hands  of  collectors  by  him  appointed,  with  his 
warrant  for  their  collection,  and  such  collectors  to  receive  for  their 
services  the  compensation  councils  authorize.  Collectors  to  give 
bond  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  taxes  in  their  duplicates,  with 
two  sureties  to  be  approved  by  councils;  and  to  have  and  exercise 
the  powers  vested  by  law  in  collectors  of  State  and  county  taxes, 
and  may,  after  five  days'  notice,  seize  any  property  on  the  premises 
assessed,  whether  belonging  to  tenants  or  others,  without  regard 
to  date  of  assessment  of  tax,  and  may  levy  upon  any  personal  prop- 
erty of  delinquents  found  witihn  the  county,  for  collection  of  the  tax. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  319). 

20.  Collectors  to  collect  tax  and  make  monthly  returns  and  pay- 
ments to  city  treasurer,  and  real  estate  tax  thus  paid  to  be  satis- 
fied upon  duplicates  remaining  in  city  treasurer's  office;  and  such 
collectors  to  settle  their  duplicates  within  five  months  from  the 
time  they  came  to  their  hands,  and  pay  over  amounts  charged  against 
them,  exclusive  of  exonerations. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  319). 

21.  Schedule  of  unpaid  city  taxes,  together  with  descriptions  of 
properties  against  which  assessed,  and  affidavits  of  collectors  that 
sufficient  personal  property  out  of  which  taxes  can  be  made,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  cannot  be  found,  to  be  furnished  city  treasurer  by  col- 
lectors within  five  months  after  duplicates  are  placed  in  their  hands.- 
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Faihii'e  of  collectors  to  collect  tax  from  personal  property,  not  to 
impair  lien  of  tax  or  ati'ecl  validity  of  sale  made  in  colleclioii  of  tax. 
(^'Ollectors  making  williilly  false  r(4uriis,  to  be  liable  for  persons  in- 
jured thereby. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  10,  (P.  L.,  page  319). 

22.  Upon  retutu  of  schedules  of  unpaid  city  taxes,  city  treasurer 

to  certify  the  same,  or  a  copy  thereof,  to  the  city  solicitor,  who  shall 

cause  the  taxes,  with  the  penalties  on  the  same,  to  be  registered  in 

the  prothonotary's  otlice.    Prothonotary  to  be  allowed  a  fee  of 

twenty-five  cents  for  each  tax  registered,  to  form  part  of  costs,  and 

be  paid  by  person  from  whom  tax  is  du(\    Prothonotary  to  also  make 

searches  and  furnish  transcripts  or  extracts  from  register  of  taxes, 

(•n  {laymeiit  of  his  fee  therefor. 

Act  May  23,  1895,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  122). 

23.  Taxes  assessed  upon  real  estate  to  be  liens  thereon  from  date 
of  assessment  and  levy  thereof  until  paid.  Lien  to  have  priority 
lo  and  be  fully  paid  before  any  recoguixance,  mortgage,  judgment, 
obligation,  lien  or  responsibility,  which  the  said  real  estate  may 
become  charged  with  or  liable  to;  not  to  be  divested  by  any  judi.cial 
sale,  except  for  so  much  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  as  shall  be 
actually  applied  thereto;  and  defendants  or  others  in  writs  of  fieri 
faclm^  venditioni  exponas  ot  levari  facias^  not  to  claim  any  exemp- 
tion under  levy  and  sale  of  any  real  estate  charged  with  tax,  against 
the  allowance  or  payment  of  the  same. 

Act  May  23,  1895,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  123). 

24.  City  treasurer,  if  councils  direct,  to  advertise  lands  returned 
to  him  for  non-payment  of  tax,  and  to  sell  same  on  first  Monday  of 
June  or  such  subsequent  day  as  sale  may  be  adjourned  to;  if  there  is 
not  sufficient  time  to  advertise  before  first  Monday  of  June,  sale 
to  be  on  first  Monday  of  June  of  the  next  year.  Lands  to  be  adver- 
tised once  a  week  for  three  successive  weeks  before  day  of  sale  in 
two  newspapers,  if  so  many  are  published  in  the  city.  No  sale  to  be 
valid  if  taxes  are  paid  before  return,  or  taxes  and  costs  after  return 
and  before  sale.  Lands  may  be  redeemed  by  owner  or  any  one  inter- 
ested within  two  years  after  sale,  by  payment  to  city  treasurer  of 
amount  of  taxes  paid  at  sale  and  live  per  centum  ])enalty  thereon, 
also  all  taxes  on  the  lands  paid  by  the  ])urchaser  and  a  further  penalty 
of  one  per  centum  per  month  on  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  at  such 
sale  or  raiy  time  subsequent  thereto.  If  bid  is  less  than  the  taxes 
and  costs  charged  on  the  lands,  the  persons  redeeming  required  to 
pay  full  amount  of  taxes,  costs  and  penalty.  City  may  bid  amount 
of  taxes  and  costs,  and  purchase  lands  if  necessary. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  13,  (P.  L.,  page  320). 
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25.  ruicLaseis  of  lauds  sold  at  city  treasurer's  sale,  to  pay  pur- 
chase money  or  such  part  thereof  as  is  necessary  to  pay  all  taxes 
and  costs,  and  fl.oU  for  prothonotary  for  entering  report  of  treasurer 
and  acknov\  ledgment  of  deed,  as  soon  as  property  is  struck  down, 
or  in  default  thereof,  the  sale  may  be  avoided  and  the  proijcrty  be 
immediately  put  up  again  by  the  treasurer.  This  section  not  to 
apply  when  lands  .are  purchased  by  city  treasurer. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  14,  (P.  L.,  page  321). 

26.  City  treasurer  to  make  report  and  return  to  first  term  of  court 
of  common  pleas,  giving  descri[)liou  of  lands  sold,  names  of  persons 
(where  known)  in  which  the  property  is  assessed,  amount  of  tax  and 
year  for  which  assessed,  the  time  and  newspapers  in  which  adver- 
tisements for  sale  were  made,  with  copy  of  advertisement,  time  of 
sale,  names  of  purchasers,  and  price  for  which  sold;  and  report  of 
return  and  sales  to  be  connrmed  nisi^  if  it  appears  to  court,  on 
presentation  of  report,  that  sales  have  been  regularly  conducted;  if 
no  objections  or  exceptions  are  tiled  to  said  sales  within  ten  days,  a 
decree  of  absolute  confirmation  may  be  entered  by  prothonotary.  In 
case  objections  or  exceptions  are  filed,  they  are  to  be  disposed  of 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  court,  and  when  they  are  overruled 
or  set  aside  a  decree  of  absolute  confirmation  is  to  be  entered;  but 
objections  and  exceptions  are  to  be  confined  to  the  regularity  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  treasurer. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  15,  (P.  L.,  page  321). 

27.  After  sales  have  been  confitmed,  purchasers  to  give  bond,  with 
warrant  of  attorney  to  confess  judgment,  annexed  thereto,  in  all 
cases  where  bid  exceeds  taxes  and  costs;  and  city  treasurer  to  file 
bond  in  i)rothonotary's  olHce,  and  the  same  to  become  a  lien  on  the 
lands  sold,  and  owners  of  lands  at  time  of  sale,  or  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives, may  at  any  time  within  five  years  thereafter  cause  judg- 
ment to  be  entered  nn  said  bond,  and  if  moneys  due  thereon  are 
not  paid  within  three  months  execution  may  be  issued  for  the  recov- 
ery of  the  same. 

Act  May  23,  18S9.  article  XA'.  section  16,  (P.  L..  page  322). 

28.  When  purchaser  has  paid  such  portion  of  his  bid  as  he  is 
required  to  pay  and  given  surplus  bond,  city  treasurer  to  make  him 
deed  for  lands  sold;  and  such  deed  to  be  acknowledged  in  court  of 
common  pleas,  and  acknowledgment  to  be  entered  by  prothonotary 
in  treasurer's  deed  book,  and  prothonotary  to  receive  a  fee  of  |1.50 
for  such  service. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV.  section  17,  (P.  L.,  page  322). 

29.  In  cases  of  redemption  of  lands  sold  fox  non-payment  of  city 
tax,  city  treasurer  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  redemption  moneys 
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on  margin  of  deed,  and  deed  to  be  void  tber-eafter;  and  owners,  or 
other  persons  interested  in  lands,  to  have  treasurer's  deed  delivered 

up  to  them  for  cancellation. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  18,  (P.  L.,  page  322). 

30.  City  treasurer  to  expose  to  public  sale  on  succeeding  first 
Monday  of  June,  or  any  day  to  which  sale  is  adjourned,  lands  remain- 
ing unsold  and  lands  where  purchasers  do  not  comply  with  the  terms 
of  the  sale. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  19,  (P.  L.,  page  323). 

31.  Special  taxes  and  assessments  made  for  water-frontage  tax, 
sewerage  tax,  piping,  paving,  re-paving,  curbing  or  re-curbing  side- 
walks, grading,  macadamizing  or  paving  public  streets,  lanes  and 
alleys,  or  parts  thereof,  and  for  assessments  of  damages  or  benefits, 
and  contributions  for  opening,  widening  or  vacation  thereof,  or  the 
changing  of  water  courses,  and  for  all  other  purposes  except  general 
taxes,  to  be  paid  within  the  time  provided  by  ordinances  of  coun- 
cils, and  if  not  so  paid,  five  per  centum  to  be  added  thereto,  and  claim 
also  to  bear  interest  at  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  20,  (P.  L..  page  323). 

32.  Special  taxes  and  assessments  to  be  first  liens  on  lands  front- 
ing on  streets  in  which  improvements  are  made,  or  on  the  lands 
assessed  for  improvements  and  benefits,  from  the  commencement  of 
improvements  for  which  assessments  were  made  until  six  months 
after  completion  of  work,  and  no  longer,  unless  lieu  is  filed  within 
said  period,  in  prothonotary's  office,  in  city  lien  docket.  Prothono- 
tary  entitled  to  a  fee  of  twenty-five  cents  for  filing  and  entering 
lien,  to  be  taxed  as  part  of  the  costs.  Specification  of  lien  to  be  suffi- 
cient if  it  designates  date  and  amount  of  assessment,  land  assessed, 
and  name  of  owner  or  reputed  owner,  and  to  have  effect  of  extending 
lien  for  ten  years  from  date  of  entry,  and  to  be  amendable  at  and 
before  trial  in  such  manner  as  will  meet  the  facts  and  merits  of  the 
case-  to  have  priority  and  he  fully  paid  before  any  other  lien  or 
incumbrance  with  which  the  land  assessed  may  become  charged, 
and  not  to  be  divested  by  judicial  sale  except  as  to  suck  portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  as  is  actually  applied  to  the  payment  of 

^^Tct  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  21,  (P.  L.,  page  323).* 
33  Recovery  may  be  had  on  claims  for  city  taxes,  water  frontage 
tax^  lighting  frontage  tax,  water  rates,  lighting  rates,  sewerage  tax, 

""^^Altei^asTo^tTxira^eT^real  estate,  by  section  12,  act  May  23,  1895, 
fP  L  page  123)  See  also  other  provisions  ot  act  ot  May  23,  1889,  article 
XIII-XVII,  (P.  L..  page  312-330),  as  to  municipal  claims  and  assessments  not 
herein  specifically  stated.  . 
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piping,  paving,  re-paving,  curbing  or  re-curbing  sidewalks,  grading, 
macadamizing  or  paving  any  public  street,  lane,  aWej  or  part  thereof, 
or  for  assessments  for  damages  or  benefits  and  contributions  im 
posed  for  the  opening  or  vacation  thereof,  or  changing  of  water 
courses,  and  all  other  masters  that  mav  be  the  subject  of  >:-laim  regis- 
tered in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  any  city 
of  the  third  class,  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  proper  county, 
or  before  any  magistrate  having  jurisdiction,  of  the  amount,  by 
action  at  law  to  recover  a  general  judgment  against  the  owners  of 
property  on  which  assessments  were  made,  or  proceedings  may  be 
had  by  sci/'e  facias  similar  to  proceedings  in  the  case  of  mechanics' 
claims;  and  claims  so  registered  to  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
amount  thereof,  and  of  the  same  being  due  and  owing,  and  of  all 
matters  therein  set  forth;  and  judgment  to  be  entered  by  default 
thereon,  unless  defendants  file  affidavits  of  defence  where  plaintiff 
has  filed  a  copy  of  his  cause  of  action,  and  judgment  and  process 
thereon  to  be  with  like  effect  as  in  other  cases.  Copy  of  claim  need 
not  be  filed  when  reference  is  made  to  number  and  term  and  page 
on  which  claims  are  registered  in  the  praecipe  instituting  the  suit. 
Where  real  estate  subject  to  lien  has  been  conveyed  and  deed  re- 
corded after  registry  of  tax,  the  then  owner  to  be  included  in  the 
process,  and  if  any  ox^ner  is  omitted  he  may  be  brought  in  by  rule 
of  court,  or  alias  scire  facias  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be 
made  a  party  to  the  suit;  and  on  proof  of  service  thereof,  judgment 
may  be  entered  for  default  of  appearance  or  affidavit  of  defence. 
Act  May  23,  18S9,  article  XV,  section  22,  (P.  L.,  page  323). 

34.  A  sale  of  property  on  a  writ  of  levari  facias  issued  on  judg- 
ment obtained  on  lien,  to  be  deemed  a  proceeding  in  rem.  and  to  vest 
a  good  title  in  purchaser,  whether  real  owner  be  named  or  not. 
Owners  of  property  sold,  not  personally  served  with  tscire  facias^ 
may  redeem  same  within  one  year  from  date  of  sale,  by  payment  of 
purchase  money,  taxes  and  moneys  expended  on  improvements  of 
property,  and  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto;  and  persons  entitled  to 
I'edeem  may  petition  court  from  which  process  issued,  setting  forth 
facts  and  readiness  to  pay  redemption  money,  and  court  to  grant 
rule  to  show  cause  why  property  shall  not  be  re-conveyed  to  peti- 
tioner, to  be  served  as  directed  by  court;  and  if  petitioner  prove  facts 
necessary  to  entitle  him  to  redeem,  court  to  make  rule  absolute  and 
enforce  it  by  attachment. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  23,  (P.  L.,  page  324). 

35.  When  owner  of  a  lot  is  unknown,  claim  to  be  filed  against  land 
assessed  and  "unknown  owner,"  and  indexed  accordingly.  Scire 
facias  may  issue  thereon,  and  to  be  published  by  sheriff  once  a  week 
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for  three  successive  weeks  before  return  cUiy  in  at  least  one  news- 
paper published  in  the  eit}-,  with  description  of  lot.  amount  assessed 
thereon,  and  for  what  purpose.  ()\\nei'  may  defend,  if  he  appears, 
but  if  there  is  no  appearance,  judgment  may  be  entered  and  land 
sold,  with  like  effect  as  if  real  owner  had  been  named  as  defendant. 

and  personally  served  with  writ. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XV,  section  24,  (P.  L.,  page  325). 

City  can  purchase  lands  ottered  for  sale  for  non-payment  of  tax 
or  claim.    Amount  bid  not  to  exceed  amount  necessary  to  secure 
claims,  or  amounts  due  city,' together  with  costs  of  sale. 
Act  May  23.  1889,  article  XV,  section  25,  (P.  L.,  page  325). 

37.  In  cities  of  third  class  where  school  district  comprises  the 
same  territory  as  the  city,  school  and  school  building  tax  to  be  levied 
on  assessment  made  for  city  purposes. 

Act  May  25,  1897.  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  85). 

38.  City  clerk,  or  person  authorized  by  council,  to  make  for  use 
of  school  hoard,  a  copy  of  completed  assessnjent,  and  certify  the 

same  to  the  board. 

Act  May  25,  1897,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  85). 

39.  Councils  in  cities  of  third  class  to  levy,  in  addition  to  other 
taxes,  a  sinking  fund  tax  of  not  less  than  one-fourth  of  a  mill  or 
"reater  than  three  mills  upon  the  assessed  value  of  taxable  property 
in  the  city,  to  pay  interest  and  redeem  principal  of  funded  debt. 
Bonds  purchased  to  be  stamped,  to  show  that  they  were  purchased 
for  sinking  fund,  and  intei'est  on  bonds  to  be  collected,  and  used  like 
other  taxes  collected  for  sinking  fund. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XVIII,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  331).* 


40.  At  or  before  the  time  of  issuing  a  loan  autliorizt^d  to  be  issued, 
cities  of  third  class  to  provide  for  collection  of  an  annual  tax  suffi- 
cient to  pay  interest  and  redeem  lean  within  ihirty  years. 

Act  May  23,  1889,  article  XVIIT,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  331). 

41.  Any  municipality  increasing  its  indebtedness,  shall,  before  is- 
suing any  obligations  therefor,  assess  and  levy  an  annual  tax,  to 
'commence  the  first  year  after  such  increase,  to  be  equal  to,  and 
sufficient  for  and  applied  exclusively  to  the  payment  of  the  interest 
and  the  principal  of  the  debt  within  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty 


*Altered  by  acts  April  18,  1895,  (P.  L.,  page  37),  and  May  11,  1897,  f>osf.  See 
also  provisions  of  act  May  23,  1889,  article  XITI-XVII.  (P.  L.,  pages  312-330), 
as  to  DQuniGipal  assessments,  not  herein  specifically  stated. 
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years  from  the  date  of  increase.    Money  arising  from  tax  to  be 

applied  to  redemption  of  outstanding  obligations. 

Act  May  11,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  54).  See  also  act  May  18,  1895,  (P.  L., 
page  37);  act  May  11,  1893,  (P.  L.,  page  44);  act  May  23,  1889,  article  XVIII, 
section  1  and  2,  (P.  L.,  page  331);  act  May  23,  1874,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page 
234);   act  April  20,  1874,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  67). 


SPECIAL  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  CITIES  OF  THE  SECOND  CLASS,  AND 
PITTSBURG  AND  ALLEGHENY. 

See  act  March  22,  1877,  sections  1,  2  and  4,  (P.  L.,  page  IG);  act 
March  15,  1878,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  7);  act  May  22,  1878,  (P.  L., 
page  87);  act  June  7,  1895,  (P.  L.,  page  184);  act  May  5.  187G,  section 
5,  (P.  L.,  page  125);  act  June  19,  1893,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  468); 
act  May  5,  1876,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  124);  act  June  19.  1893,  sec- 
tion 2,  (P.  L.,  page  469);  act  June  14.  1887,  section  23.  (P.  L.,  page 
398);  act  May  5,  1876,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  125);  act  May  8,  1895, 
(P.  L.,  page  52);  act  July  3,  1895,  sections  11  and  12,  (P.  L.,  page  593); 
act  February  12,  1869,  sections  17-21,  (P.  L.,  page  153);  act  January 

4,  1859,  sections  3,  4  and  5,  (P.  L.,  1858,  page  828);  and  act  April  15, 
1867,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  1258);  act  March  22,  1877,  section  5,  (P. 
L.,  page  16);  act  April  15,  1867,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  1258j;  act  May 

5,  1841,  section  1(5,  (P,  L.,  page  348);  act  March  7,  1846,  section  2,  (P. 
L.  page  78);  and  act  March  13,  1858,  (P.  L.,  page  103);  act  March  18, 
1875,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  11);  act  March  22,  1877,  section  6,  (P.  L., 
page  17);  act  March  15,  1878,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  7);  act  March  15, 
1878,  section  5.  (P.  L..  page  7);  act  March  22,  3  877,  sections  7-11.  (P. 
L.,  page  17);  act  May  12,  1897,  (P.  L.,  page  55);  act  March  15,  1878, 
section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  7) ;  act  May  6,  1850,  section  22,  (P.  L.,  page  697) ; 
act  March  22,  1877,  sections  13-15,  (P.  L..  page  18);  act  April  11,  1862, 
section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  501);  act  April  15,  1867,  (P.  L.,  page  1258); 
act  April  21,  1841,  section  9,  (P.  L..  page  253);  act  :March  13,  1847, 
sections  3  and  4.  (P.  L..  page  341);  act  March  28,  1872,  sections  1-3, 
(P.  L..  page  606);  act  April  18,  1873.  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  811);  act 
April  16,  1827.  section  1,  (P.  L.,  1826-27,  page  437);  act  April  5,  1862, 
sections  1-7,  (P.  L.,  page  246);  act  April  5,  1849,  section  6,  (P.  L..  page 
390);  act  May  16,  1857,  section  4.  (P.  L.,  page  542);  act  April  13,  1859, 
section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  599);  act  April  18,  1873,  sections  1-3,  (P.  L., 
page  810);  act  April  12,  1851,  sections  4-8,  (P.  L.,  page  421);  act 
May  8,  1850,  sections  1  and  2,  (P.  L.,  page  707);  act  April  15,  1857, 
(P.  L.,  page  204);  act  April  21,  1858,  (P.  L.,  page  388);  act  February 
27,  1860,  (P.  L.,  page  85);  act  March  30,  1860,  (P.  L.,  page  363);  act 
May  1,  1861,  (P.  L.,  page  667);  act  April  10,  1862,  (P.  L.,  page  399); 
act  April  14,  1863.  iP.  L.,  page  434);  act  April  3,  1868.  (P.  L.,  page 

^    .  7 
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632);  act  April  1,  1868,  (P.  L.,  page  549);  act  March  24,  1869,  (P.  L., 
page  498);  act  April  15,  1869,  (P.  L.,  page  979);  act  March  31,  1870, 
(P.  L.,  page  717);  act  March  29,  1872,  (P.  L.,  page  642). 

SPECIAL  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  CITIES  OF  FIRST  CLASS  AND  PHIL- 
ADELPHIA. 

See  act  August  25,  1864,  (P.  L.,  page  1030);  act  April  21,  1858,  sec- 
tion 1,  (P.  L.,  page  385);  act  May  11,  1893,  (P.  L.,  page  42);  act  April 
26,  '1893,  (P.  L.,  page  25);  act  eTune  7,  1895,  sections  1  and  2,  (P.  L., 
page  170);  act  February  2,  1854,  section  39,  (P.  L.,  page  42);  act  June 
11,  1879,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  130);  act  March  4,  1802,  (P.  L.,  page 
W));  act  February  2,  1854,  section  17,  (P.  L.,  page  32);  act  March  13, 
1862,  (P.  L.,  page  113);  act  April  11,  1802,  ^P.  L.,  page  495;  act  April 
10,  1867,  (P.  L.,  page  1052);  act  April  11,  1859,  (P.  L.,  page  503);  act 
April  17,  1866,  (P.  L.,  page  964);  act  April  22,  1863,  (P.  L.,  page  552); 
act  April  6,  1870,  (P.  L.,  page  946);  act  April  18,  1857,  (P.  L.,  page 
239);  act  March  16,  1861,  (P.  L.,  page  147);  act  March  28,  1867,  (P. 
L.,  page  592);  act  March  26,  1859,  sections  1  and  2,  (P.  L.,  page  262); 
act  April  12,  1873,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  715);  act  May  13,  1856,  sec-  . 
tion  6,  (P.  L.,  page  568);  act  April  13,  1859,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page 
595);  act  April  12,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  715);  act  February  2,  1867, 
section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  138);  act  April  12,  1873,  section  3,  (P.  L.,  page  - 
715);  act  February  2,  1867,  section  4,  (P.  L.,  page  138);  act  March  14,  , 
1865,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  320);  act  March  27,  1865,  (P.  L.,  page  786; 
act  February  2,  1867,  sections  1  and  2,  (P.  L.,  page  137);  act  March 
24,  1868,  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  444);  act  May  13,  1856,  section  7,  (P. 
L.,  page  569);  act  April  12,  1867,  sections  .2  and  4,  (P.  L.,  page  715); 
act  April  1,  1836,  section  52  (P.  L.,  page  445);  act  March  13,  1805, 
sections  2-9,  (P.  L.,  page  321);  act  June  1,  1885,  article  V,  section  ■ 

1,  (P.  L.,  page  43);  act  February  2,  1854,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  29); 
act  June  5,  1883,  (P.  L.,  page  79);  act  April  21,  1858,  section  2,  (P.  L., 
page  385);  act  May  13,  1856,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  5G9);  act  April 
30,  1864,  section  7,  (P.  L.,  page  220);  act  April  21,  1855,  section  17, 
(P.  L.,  page  268) ;  act  March  30,  1859,  (P.  L.,  page  302) ;  act  Juue  11, 
1879,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  131);  act  February  14,  1881,  section  1, 
(P.  L.,  page  3) ;  act  April  21,  1855,  sections  14  and  15,  (P.  L.,  page  267) ; 
act  April  17,  1861,  (P.  L.,  page  354);  act  May  13,  1856,  section  8,  (P. 
L.,  page  569);  act  April  14,  1851,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  591);  act  May 
13,  1857,  section- 2,  (P.  L.,  page  489);  act  March  21,  1862,  section  1, 
(P.  L.,  page  152);  act  April  17,  1866,  section  2,  (P.  L.,  page  969);  act 
April  19,  1883,  sections  1-13,  (P.  L.,  page  9) ;  act  March  28,  1814,  (P.  L., 
1813-14,  page  304);  act  June  26,  1885.  section  1,  (P.  L.,  page  193);  act 
February  3,  1824.  section  1,  (P.  L.,  1823-24,  page  18);  act  February 

2,  1854,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  29) ;  act  April  19,  1883,  section  6,  (P. 
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L.,  page  11);  act  April  21,  1858,  section  2  (P.  L.,  page  38,1);  act 
May  16,  1857,  section  2,  (P.  L.  page  549);  act  March  31,  1864  (P. 
L.,  page  171;  act  February  16,  1866,  (P.  L.,  page  50);  act  March 
11,  1846,  section  8,  (P.  L.,  page  115);  act  March  22,  1869,  (P.  L., 
page  477) ;  act  April  17,  1861,  (P.  L.,  page  354) ;  act  February  3,  1824, 
sections  7  and  8,  (P.  L.,  1823-24,  page  21) ;  act  March  11,  1846,  section 
1,  (P.  L.,  page  114) ;  act  April  16,  1845,  sections  3-5,  (P.  L.,  page  496) ; 
act  March  13,  1847,  (P.  L.,  page  340) ;  act  April  12,  1859,  (P.  L.,  page 
543);  act  March  11,  1846,  sections  2-6,  (P.  L.,  page  114);  act  April  21, 
1858,  section  9,  (P.  L.,  page  387);  act  January  23,  1849,  sections  3-5, 
(P.  L.,  page  686) ;  act  April  9,  1861,  section  5,  (P.  L.,  page  269) ;  act 
May  13,  1856,  section  11,  (P.  L.,  page  569). 

AMOUNT  OF  TAXES  COLLECTED  OR  RETURNED  FOR  STATE  PURPOSES 
FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  3Q,  1899. 


Tax  on  capital  stock,   |4.567,962  24 

Tax  on  bauk  stock,    550,310  17 

Tax  on  gross  receipts,   753,933  13 

Tax  on  gross  premiums,   42,354  18 

Foreign  insurance  companies,    "646,774  75  ^ 

Tax  on  loans,    1,295,120  01 

Bonus  on  charters,    780,087  45 

Tax  on  net  earnings  or  income   96,126  06 

Tax  on  collateral  inheritances,    933,575  01 

Tax  on  personal  property,    12,764,258  48 

Tax  on  writs,  wills,  deeds,  etc.,    144,040  62 

Mercantile  licenses,    518,148  65 

Wholesale  liquor  licenses,    448,686  74 

Retail  liquor  licenses,    536,892  31 

Brew-ers'  and  distillers'  licenses,    244,235  19 

Bottlers'  licenses,    156,822  09 

Billiard  licenses,    42.466  25 

Eating  house  licenses,    17,794  24 

Brokers'  licenses,    29,787  95 

Auctioneers'  licenses,    14,325  45 

Peddlers'  licenses,    1,296  70 

Theatre,  circus,  etc.,  licenses   18.582  66 

Notaries  public  commissions,    22,150  00 

Fees  of  public  officers   178,840  18 


Total,    115,804,570  51 


*One-lialf  this  amount  was  returned  to  the  treasurers  of  the  several  cities 
and  boroughs  of  the  Commonwealth,  under  section  2,  act  June  28,  1895,  (P.  L., 
page  410),  to  be  used  as  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  disabled  firemen. 

tThree-fourths  of  this  amount  was  returned  to  the  several  counties  of  the 
Commonwealth,  under  section's,  act  June  8,  1891,  (P.  L.,  page  233). 
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AMOUNT  OF  TAXES  COLLECTED  FOR  COUNTY,  CITY  AND  BOROUGH 
PURPOSES,  AS  PER  REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS 
FOR  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  30,  1899,  PAGES  384  AND  385. 

County.  Amount. 

Adams,   126,127  60 

Allegheuy,   5,194,«)04  0!J 

Armstrong,    00,1)4:7  l.j 

Beaver,    86,637  16 

Bedford,    26,840  1.3 

Berks,    209,124  37 

Blair,    406,950  47 

Bradford,    74,030  28 

Bucks,    94,259  62 

Butler,    44,878  22 

Cambria,    126,314  22 

Cameron,    5,160  88 

Carbon,    26,298  55 

Centre   61,372  17 

Chester,    53,337  35 

Clarion,    44,487  21 

Clearfield,    73,140  99 

Clinton,    44,568  71 

Columbia,    44,812  89 

Crawford,    142,626  62 

Cumberland,    58,225  75 

Dauphin,   102,720  82 

Delaware,    143,575  63 

Elk,    22,842  92 

Erie,    297,327  92 

Fayette,   118,966  65 

Forest,    20,628  53 

Franklin,    ,  104,200  40 

Fulton,    10,383  76 

Greene,    24,574  85 

Huntingdon,    38,107  45 

Indiana,   53,599  15 

Jefferson,    78,315  23 

Juniata,    31,055  45 

Lackawanna,    112,039  68 

Lancaster,   197,248  50 

Ivowrence   66,992  27 

Lebanon     43,451  96 

Lehigh    183,628  52 
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County.  Amount. 

Luzerne,    128.G73  41 

Lycoming,   :   218,955  02 

McKean,    52,273  Gf! 

Mercer,    46,443  &S 

Mifflin,    31,662  11) 

Monroe,    25,577  71 

Montgomery,    112,678  90 

Montour,    21,885  82 

Northampton,    'I0,i71  98 

Northumberland,    146,407  40 

Perry^   24,306  30 

Philadelphia,    9,-509,665  35 

P[]j0    13,466  64 

Potter,    42,276  IS 

Schuylkill,    131,073  41 

Snyder,    14,410  81 

Somerset,    14,209  42 

Sullivan,    4^296  00 

Susquehanna,   57,728  04 

Tioga,   76,233  69 

Union   19,224  75 

Venango,   28,689  52 

Warren,    35,319  35 

Washington,    143,232  37. 

Wayne,    26,695  16 

Westmoreland,   130,217  56 

AVyoming,    22,135  27 

York,    150,772  70 


Total,    $19,854,226  70 


NOTE— From  the  amount  collected  in  each  county,  as  set  forth  in  column 
number  four,  pages  384  and  385,  of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal 
Affairs,  is  deducted  the  amount  collected  on  licenses  of  all  kinds,  as  set 
forth  in  column  number  eight,  of  said  report,  and  the  amount  of  State  tax  on 
personal  property  returned  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners  for  year 
1899.  On  account  of  variation  in  figures,  the  amounts  collected  in  a  few 
counties  have  been  taken  from  the  detailed  reports  of  counties  found  in  said 
report  of  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  pages  256-383.  The  amount  given 
from  Luzerne  county  is  less  State  tax  only. 


102 


AMOUNT  OF  LICENSES  OF  ALL  KINDS  COLLECTED  IN  THE  SEVERAL 

COUNTIES  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH,  PER  REPORT  OF  SECRETARY 
OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  30,  1899, 
PAGES  384  AND  385. 

County.  Amount. 

Adams,    |7,890  57 

Alleghenj,    1,227,359  50 

Armstrong,    8,650  00 

Beaver,    11,394  50 

Bedford,    6,180  30 

Berks,    141,589  50 

Blair,    46,474  45 

Bradford   15,452  00 

Bucks,    23,692  52 

Butler,    7,705  50 

Cambria,    64,279  00 

Cameron,   4,750  00 

Carbon,    31,568  50 

Centre,   8,826  00 

Chester,    15,812  50 

Clarion,    9,620  00 

Clearfield,    22,411  50 

Clinton,    16,588  00 

Columbia,    16,704  00 

Crawford,    32,788  50 

Cumberland,    10,094  17 

Dauphin,   62,775  00 

Delaware,    41,753  00 

Elk,    12,971  00 

Erie   113,226  50 

Fayette,   21,276  25 

Forest,    1,911  90 

Franklin,    9,984  84 

Fulton,    854  00 

Greene,    1,687  50 

Huntingdon,    2,885  50 

Indiana,   1,200  00 

Jefferson,   ,   11,026  50 

Juniata,    2,620  50 

Lackawanna,    194,251  51 

Lancaster,   80,748  00 

Lawrence,    15,922  00 

Lebanon   30,046  74 

Lehigh,    »0,086  00 
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County.  Amount. 

Luzerne,    0'' 

Lycoming   55,965  55 

McKean   32,784  73 

Mercer,    1^,241  00 

Mifflin   ^'^-^^9  00 

-Monroe,    9'324  50 

Montgomery,    ^^'^^^ 

Montour,   11^365  80 

Northampton,   70,052  95 

Northumberland,    58,921  00 

Perry,  "•   «'185  50 

riiiladelphia   2,727,902  31 

Pike,    3,872  50 

Potter   3,274  00 

Schuylkill.    209,221  50 

Rnvder,                                                                      -  ^'^^21  00 

Somerset   S'^^S  00 

Sullivan,    14A81  50 

Susquehanna,   14,G77  50 

Tioo-a    9,929  00 

Union   3,712  50 

Venango,   1^,121  00 

Warren,    9,312  20 

Washington,   18,865  00 

Wayne,    13,857  00 

Westmoreland,    39,306  00 

Wyoming,   5,414  40 

York,    44,247  00 


Total   *|6,0G7,S33  51 

*Tliere  was  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  that  ended 
on  November  30,  1899,  for  mercantile,  wholesale  liquor  and  other  licenses, 
per  Auditor  General's  report  for  1899,  $2,029,038.23. 
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AMOUNT  OF  TAXES  COLLECTED  FOR  SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR,  PER 
REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  FOR  YEAR  ENDING 
NOVEMBER  30,  1899,  PAGES  384  AND  385. 

County.  Amount. 

Adams,    $10,800  00 

Allegheny,    313,297  45 

Armstrong,    23,878  32 

Beaver,   .  18,000  00 

Bedford,    10,833  33 

Berks,    55,895  56 

Blair,    28,890  32 

Bradford,    21,398  34 

Bucks,    12,500  00 

Butler,    2,7,903  71 

Cambria,    27,432  13 

Cameron,    6,340  17 

Carbon,    27,611  24 

Centre,   41,231  62 

Chester   36,317  63 

Clarion,    26,882  19 

Clearfield,    18,689  59 

Clinton,    19,768  07 

Columbia,    30,396  94 

Crawford,   21,110  70 

Cumberland,    12,000  00 

Dauphin   38,724  02 

Delaware,   31,200  00 

Elk,    22,965  00 

Erie,    45,112  05 

Fayette,   28,068  SO 

Forest,    7,130  90 

Franklin,    15,108  10 

Fulton,    2,377  42 

Greene,    13,300  00 

Huntingdon,    14,355  00 

Indiana,  •   23,690  14 

Jefeerson,    30,007  87 

Juniata,    14,530  28 

Lackawanna   120,307  23 

Lancaster,   65,682  53 

Lawrence,    23,238  13 

Lebanon,    17,500  00 

Lehigh,   •  32,023  18 
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Count3\  Amount. 

Luzerne,    131,123  11 

Lycoming,   50,153  44 

McKean,    20,550  55 

Mercer,    30,121  02 

Mifflin,    3,484  50 

Monroe,    12,117  3o 

Montgomery   48,986  84 

Montour,    8,776  43 

Northampton   21,500  00 

Northumberland   56,830  33 

Perry,   8,776  94 

Phihidelphia,    500,978  83 

Pike   4,859  50 

Potter   21,644  52 

Schuylkill   114,394  00 

Snyder,    9,218  36 

Somerset,    7,526  54 

Sullivan,    7,429  67 

Susquehanna   22,408  97 

Tioga,   2y  13  19 

Union,    14,637  55 

Venango   13,034  66 

Warren   14,866  00 

AVashington   22,150  00 

Wayne,    18,617  99 

Westmoreland   39,000  00 

Wyoming,    7,083  86 

York   35,000  00 


Total 


12,603^482  18 
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AMOUNT  OF  TAXES  COLLECTED  FOR  SCHOOL  PURPOSES,  EXCLUSIVE 
OF  STATE  APPROPRIATION.  PER  REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF  IN- 
TERNAL AFFAIRS  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  30,  1899,  PAGES 
384  AND  385. 

County.  Amount. 

Adams,    $33,760  35 

Allegheny,    1,667,255  34 

Armstrong   55,317  41 

Beaver,    103,S75  38 

Bedford,    54,766  01 

Berks,    273,779  57 

Blair,    1^6,518  81 

Bradford,    114,189  41 

Bucks,   123,788  41 

Butler,    91.120  55 

Cambria,    188,068  36 

Cameron   15,580  30 

Carbon,    69,028  88 

Centre,   59,066  50 

Chester,    181,105  61 

Clarion,    *2,839  39 

Clearfield   97^771  33 

Clinton,    45,110  99 

Columbia,    65,121  72 

Crawford   148,180  40 

Cumberland   '^2,891  50 

Dauphin,    228,086  22 

Delaware,    206,169  73 

Elk    63,250  00 

Erie,    238,884  00 

Fayette,   147,755  55 

Forest,    24,882  33 

Franklin,   72,640  61 

Fulton,    8,131  72 

Greene,  •   29,075  39 

Huntingdon   49,007  63 

Indiana,   44,388  29 

Jefferson,   59,396  02 

Juniata,    15,065  07 

Lackawanna,    475,406  33 

Lancaster,   '     258,218  97 

Lawrence,    96,501  51 

Lebanon,    85,838  53 
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County.  Amount. 

Lehigh,    177,950  27 

Luzerne,    755,940  88 

Lycoming,      138,211  39 

McKean,    119,556  04 

Mercer,    94,141  70 

Mifflin   25,911  92 

Monroe,    28,005  46 

Montgomery,    389,737  36 

Montour,   18,347  54 

Northampton,   '.   210,856  01 

Northumberhind,    165,149  67 

Perry,   26,652  52 

Philadelphia,    4,214,049  37 

Pike,   11,187  04 

Potter,    52,032  55 

Schuylkill,    332,199  75 

Snyder,   12,539  21 

Somerset,    55,251  83 

Sullivan,    16,604  47 

Susquehanna,   45,294  15 

Tioga,   82,745  02 

Union,    18,381  06 

Venango,   116,341  70 

Warren,    90,174  89 

Washington,   147,620  46 

Wayne,    48,475  58 

Westmoreland,    249,683  54 

Wyoming,    27,130  68 

York,    159,050  88 


Total 


113,612,622  76 
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AMOUNT  OF  TAXES  COLLECTED  FOR  CONSTRUCTION  AND  REPAIR  OF 
STREETS,  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES,  PER  REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF 
INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  30,  1899.  PAGES 
384  AND  385. 

County.  Amount. 

Adams,    $41,^02  42 

Alleglieuy,    1,477,750  13 

Armsti'oug   47,953  93 

Beaver,    150,269  76 

Bedford,    49>516  83 

Berks,    267,570  27 

  139,488  64 

Bradford,'    138,070  00 

Bucks,    170,252  55 

Butler,    116,699  40 

Cambria,    133,852  38 

Cameron  '   19'641  59 

Carbon   35,738  29 

Centre,   o^,os^ 

Chester,    205,516  83 

Clarion,    -^^'Ses  32 

Clearfield,    120,624  09 

Clinton,    53,827  74 

Columbia,    64,613  75 

Crawford,    109,381  54 

Cumberland   70,397  98 

Dauphin,    236,884  51 

Delaware   191,195  00 

Elk    53,600  00 

Erie,    99,259  24 

Fayette,   164,683  45 

Forest,    21,367  05 

Franklin,    51,703  30 

Fulton,    9,535  02 

Greene,    54,388  71 

Huntingdon,    59,944  69 

Indiana,   72,149  30 

Jefferson   77,680  74 

Juniata,    19,750  07 

Lackawanna,   63,558  23 

Lancaster,   316,210  90 

Lawrence,    55,079  51 

Lebanon,    81,538  38 
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Couuty.  Amount. 

Lehigh   62,067  92 

Luzerne,    300,483  13 

Lycoming   85,(97  83 

McKean,   '   82,780  25 

Mercer,    107,438  90 

Mifflin,    29,359  81 

Monroe,    32,692  23 

Montgomery   381,640  17 

Montour   1-3,084  58 

Northampton   135,968  20 

Northumberland   30,043  82 

Perry  •  •  36,018  36 

Philadelphia   3,343,783  92 

Pike,    13,454  13 

Potter,    56,802  69 

Schuylkill,    214,657  69 

Snyder,    23,958  72 

Somerset,    59,971  70 

Sullivan,    28,599  96 

Susquehanna,    50,722  25 

Tioga,   109,705  48 

Union,    22,491  88 

Venango,   114,325  39 

Warren,    88,101  94 

Washington,    207,220  07 

Wavne,    54,032  20 

Westmoreland   240,207  22 

Wyoming   22,868  02 

York,    218,699  78 


Total   $11,312,528  50 


RECAPITULATION. 

Taxes  collected  for  State  purposes,    115,804,570  51 

Taxes  collected  for  county,  city  and  borough  pur- 
poses  19,854.226  70 

Licenses  of  all  kinds  collected   6,007,833  51 

Taxes  collected  for  support  of  poor   2,603,482  18 

Taxes  collected  for  school  purposes,   13,612,622  76 

Taxes  collected  for  construction  and  repair  of  streets, 

roads  and  bridges,    11.312.528  50 


Total,    |!69,255,264  10 
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from, authorized,   44,  72,  73 
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special  provisions  as  to  levy  and  collection  of  tax   97 

taxes  to  be  liens  on  real  estate  ."   71.  note. 

Allegheny  county,  appeals  from  assessments  in   51,  note. 

auditor  appointed  by  court,  to  audit  accounts  of  county  treasurer,  ..  44 

bagatelle  tables,  to  be  licensed,    41 

collection  of  tax  in,    62,  note. 

controller  to  audit  county  accounts  and  accounts  for  State  tax  on 

personal  property   74 

taxes  to  be  liens  on  real  estate   71,  note. 
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Allegheny  Valley  liailroad  Company,  certain  bonds  of,  to  be  an  asset 

of  the  State  Sinking-  Fund,  and  how  redeemable   46 

Annuities,  State  tax  on,    30 

Annuity  for  right  of  way  in  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  Lake  Erie  and 

Western  Railroad  Company  to  pay   47 

Appeals  from  action  of  State  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners,  author- 
ized  32 

assessments,  authorized,  and  duties  of  county  commissioners  and 

assessors  in  connection  therewith  49-51,  53,  68,  74,  note,  90,  91 

collateral  inheritance  tax  appraisements,  authorized   25 

mei'cantile  appraisements,  authorized,    35 

reports  of  county  auditors,  authorized,    44,  73 

reports  of  township,  borough  and  district  auditors,  authorized   73 

State  tax  accounts,  authorized   11 

Appraisements  of  estates  subject  to  collateral  inheritance  tax,  provided 

for   25,  27 

Armstrong  county,  collection  of  tax  in   62,  note. 

Articles  of  agreement  bearing  interest.  State  tax  on   28 

Assessments,  appeals  from,  authorized,  and  notice,  hearing  and  deter- 
mination of  49-51,  68,  74,  note. 

how  made,  and  revision,  notice  and  inspection  of  

48-51,  52,  56,  59,  67,  89,  90,  96 
Assessors,  assistance  to  be  furnished  Vjy ,  to  supervisors  and  overseers 

of  poor  in  levying  a  tax,    51,  56 

board  of,  in  cities  of  third  class,  and  their  duties   89,  90 

duties  of,  in  assessment  of  county  and  other  local  tax   48-50,  58 

duties  of,  in  assessment  of  State  tax  on  personal  property   29,  30 

election  of,  twice  in  ten  years,  vi/ithout  their  consent,  prohibited,  ..  49 
list  of  exempt  property  to  be  returned  by,  to  county  commissioners,  87 
list  of  vendors  of  merchandise  to  be  certified  by,  to  county  treas- 
urer,  35 

punishment  of,  for  neglect  of  duties  oi'  refusal  to  serve   49 

returns  of,  to  be  open  to  inspection   50,  52,  56 

Asylums,  exemption  of,  from  taxation,    87,  note. 

Attorney  General,  delinquent  accounts  to  be  certified  to,  and  commis- 
sions of,  for  collecting,    12,  44 

excess  of  commissions  of,  to  be  paid  into  State  Treasury   45 

Auctioneers,  to  be  licensed,  and  rates  of  licenses  to  be  paid  by   42,  55,  88 

Auditor  General,  bonds  of  county  treasurer  to  be  filed  with   44 

corporations,  limited  partnerships,  joint-stock  associations,  banks, 

bankeis  and  brokers,  to  be  registered  with   12,  13 

duties  of,  in  ascertaining  taxable  value  of  bank  shares,    16 

duties  of,  in  collection  of  collateral  inheritance  tax   24-27 

receipts  for  collateral  inheritance  tax,  to  be  charged,  sealed  and 

countersigned  by,    24 

receipts  for  moneys  paid  into  State  Treasury,  to  be  registered  and 

countersigned  by,    12 

reports  to  be  made  to,  liy  auditors  of  county  officers'  accounts   33,  44 

brokers  ;ind  bankers   22 

corporations,    limited   partnerships  and 

joint-stock  associations,    13-17 

county  officers,    26,  33,  43 

treasurer  of  cities,    boroughs,  counties 
and  private  corporations  19,  20,  43 
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A,udltor  General,  to  appoint  mercantile  appraisers  in  cities  of  first  class,  34 

to  be  a  member  of  State  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners,    31 

to  examine  books  and  papers  of  corporations,  limited  partnerships 

and  county  officers  12,  34,  43 

to  furnish  blanks  for  returns  of  taxables,    28,  30 

to  furnish  blanks  for  use  of  mercantile  appraisers   34 

to  pay  into  State  Treasury  fees  collected  

to  settle  accounts  for  moneys  due  Commonwealth   10,  14 

Auditors,  borough,  township  and  district,  to  settle  tax  accounts   62,  73 

county,  to  audit  and  settle  accounts  of  county  treasurer  with  Com- 
monwealth,   ^'^ 

to  audit  and  settle  accounts  of  county  commissioners,  county 

treasurer  and  poor  directors  with  county,    72 

court  and  Auditor  General  to  appoint,  to  audit  accounts  of  county 

officers,  except  treasurer   33,  74 

B. 

Bagatelle  tables,  to  be  licensed  in  Allegheny  county,    41 

Bankers,  cities  of  third  class  may  exact  license  from   88 

tax  on  net  earnings  of   22 

to  register  with  Auditor  General,   •  13 

Banks,  expenses  of  examination  of  certain,  how  borne   16 

tax  on  shares  of  incorporated  State  and  National   16 

to  be  registered  with  Auditor  General,    12 

unclaimed  deposits  in  certain,  to  escheat  to  Commonwealth,    46 

Beaver  borough,  tax  sales  of  unseated  lots  in   77,  note. 

Bedford  county,  collection  of  tax  in,    62,  note. 

tax  sales  of  unseated  lands  in,    77,  note. 

Benevolent  institutions,  exempt  from  taxation,    86 

Berks  county,  tax  sales  of  unseated  lands  in,    77,  note. 

Billiard  rooms  to  be  licensed,  and  rates  for  licenses,   40,  41,  88 

Blair  county,  revision  of  assessments  in,  by  county  commissioners  50,  note. 

Blanks  for  returns  of  property  subject  to  taxation  for  State  purposes, 

to  be  furnished  taxables   28,  30 

for  returns  to  mercantile  appraisers,  to  be  furnished  vendors  and 

others  rated  for  license   34 

Bloomeries,  to  be  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes  

 47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Board  of  revenue  commissioners,  how  constituted,   and  powers  and 

duties  of  •  31 

salaries  of  members  of   32 

of  revision  of  taxes,  in  cities  of  third  class,  provided  for,  and  their 

duties   90,  91 

Philadelphia,  duiies  of,  in  connection  with  as- 
sessments and  collection  of  State  tax  on  per- 
sonal property,    28-32 

Bonds,  Allegheny  Valley  Railroad  Company,  an  asset  of  State  sinking- 
fund,  and  how  redeemable,   46 

city  treasurers  to  give,    60 

county  officers  to  give,    26,  33,  44 

municipal,  tax  to  be  levied  to  pay,    70,  88,  96 

surplus,  to  be  given  by  purchasers  at  tax  sales,  and  requirements  of,-  70,  78,  93 
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Bonds,    taxation  of,   19,  20,  28,  87 

tax  collectors  to  give,    60 

United  States,  in  State  sinlting  fund,  to  be  an  asset  of  said  fund, 

and  how  purchased,    46 

■when  new  ones  may  be  required  from  county  treasurers,  and  when 

bonds  to  be  surrendered,    44 

work-house,  special  tax  to  be  levied  to  redeem,    70 

Bonus  on  charters,  accounts  for,  to  bear  six  per  cent,  interest   12,  note. 

rate  and  payment  of   21 

to  be  collected  by  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth   10 

Borough  rates,  amount  of  tax  collected  for  year  ended  November  30, 

1899,    100 

auctions,  may  be  licensed   55 

auditors,  to  settle  accounts,  and  appeals  from  their  re- 
ports authorized,    "^3 

dogs  to  be  taxed,  and  how  tax  to  be  used  54,  note,  69 

duplicates,  when  to  be  issued   61 

levy  and  collection  of  54-56,  61,  62 

licensing  of  theatres,  concerts,  shows,  hacks,  carriages 

and  vehicles  for  hire,  authorized   55 

licensing-  of  sales  by  transient  vendors  of  merchandise, 

provided  for   56  71 

limitation  of,    54 

of  what  to  consist,   54 

powers  and  duties  of  town  council  in  assessment,  ap- 
portionment and  appropriation  of   54 

returns  and  settlements  of  collectors  of,   .   62 

sinking  fund  tax,  to  redeem  bonds,  to  be  levied,   56,  70 

special  tax  for  supply  of  light  and  water,  may  be 

levied,    55 

special  tax  to  pay  inedl)tedness  of  districts,  annexed 

or  detached,  to  be  levied,    55 

special  tax  to  pay  debts,  may  be  compelled  by  man- 
damus,   55 

taxes  to  be  liens,    ''I.  72 

see  also  Collection  of  tax  and  Exemption  from  taxa- 
tion. 

Borrowers  of  money,  not  to  be  required  by  lenders  to  pay  tax  on 

moneys  borrowed,    31 

Bottlers,  license  to  be  paid  by   40 

Bourse,  tax  on  capital  stock  of  companies  incorporated  to  maintain,  ..  15 

Bowling  saloons,  license  to  be  paid  for   40,  41,  88 

Bradford  county,  sale  of  lands  in,  for  non-payment  of  tax   66,  note. 

Brewers,  license  to  be  paid  by   39 

Breweries,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Bridge  companies  connecting  Pennsylvania  with  other  states,  how  tax- 
able on  capital  stock   14,  note. 

Bridges,  counties  and  townships  to  levy  tax  to  make  and  repair,    48,  51 

Brokers,  stock,  bill  and  exchange,  rates  of  licenses,  to  be  paid  by   41,  88 

tax  on  net  earnings  of   22 

to  register  with  Auditor  General   13 

Bucks  county,  appeals  from  assessments  in   51,  note. 

collection  of  tax  in,    62,  note. 
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Building  and  loan  associations,  to  make  reports  and  pay  tax  on  certain 

kinds  of  capital  stock,    15 

what  dtock  not  taxable   87 

Burial  grounds,  exempt  from  taxation  86,  87,  note. 

Butchers,  licensing  of,  in  cities  of  third  class,    88 

Butterine    licenses  for  manufacture  and  sale  of,  to  be  paid  into  State 

m                                                      •                                          ...  46 
Treasury  
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Cambria  county,  appeals  from  assessments  in   51,  note. 

collection  of  tax  in  

tax  sales  in,    ^9'  "ote. 

Canal  companies,  tax  on  gross  receipts  of   1'^ 

Capital  stock,  building  and  loan  associations,  what  not  taxable,    87 

manufacturing  companies  not  taxable  on,    14,  87 

reports  of,  to  be  made  to  Auditor  General  by  corpora- 
tions, limited  partnerships  and  joint-stock  associa- 
tions  13,  15,  16 

tax  on   14,  15,  16 

Carbon  county,  collection  of  tax  in   62,  note. 

tax  sales  of  unseated  lands  in   ^  i^ote. 

Carbondale  city,  city  treasurer  to  collect  State  mercantile  licenses   38 

Carriages,  may  be  licensed  by  boroughs  and  cities  of  third  class,    55,  88 

Cars  of  sti-eet  railway  companies,  may  be  licensed  in  cities  of  third 

class  

Carts,  may  be  licensed  by  cities  of  third  class   88 

Cattle  over  four  years  of  age,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  pur- 
poses 47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Centre  county,  appeals  from  assessments  of  unseated  lands  in,    74,  note. 

sales  of  unseated  lands  in  notes,  79,  note. 

taxes,  to  be  liens  on  real  estate,    ''1.  note. 

Charitable  institutions,  exempt  from  taxation,   86 

Charters,  bonus  on,   

Chester  city,  collection  of  tax  in   62,  note. 

Chester  county,  collection  of  tax  in,    62,  note. 

Churches,  exempt  from  taxation   86 

Circuses,  licensing  of,  and  punishment  for  exhibiting  without  license,  ..  43,  55,  88 
Cities  of  first  class,  special  provisions  as  to  levy  and  collection  of  tax  in,  88,  99 
Cities  of  second  class,  special  provisions  as  to  levy  and  collection  of 

tax  in,   9^ 

Cities  of  third  class,  assessment,  levy  and  collection  of  tax  in,  special 

provisions  as  to,    87-97 

city  treasurer  to  collect  city  and  school  tax   60,  91-94 

county  commissioners  may  appoint  tax  collector  for  one  or  more 

wards,    60 

dogs  may  be  taxed  by   69,  70 

licenses  to  be  exacted  from  vendors  of  merchandise   71,  88 

liens  for  tax,  authorized  71,  72,  92,  94 

school  and  building  tax,  to  be  levied  on  city  assessment   59,  96 

tax  to  pay  indebtedness  of,  to  be  levied   70,  88,  96 

City  tax,  amount  of,  collected  for  year  1899,    100 

Clarion  county,  collection  of  tax  in   62,  note. 

Clearfield  county,  tax  sales  of  unseated  lands  in,    77,  note. 

Clinton  county,  tax  sales  of  unseated  lands  in,   77,  79,  notes. 
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Collateral  inheritance  tax,  assessment,  collection  and  payment  of   23-27 

appraisements,  and  appeals  therefrom,    25,  47 

discount  allowed  for  prompt  payment,    23 

duties  of  executors  and  administrators,  ....  24 

estates  subject  to,  and  rate  of,    22,  23,  24 

interest  on  tax  remaining'  unpaid  and  on  de- 
linquent accounts  of  registers  of  wills,  ...  23,  26 

lien  of,    23,  24,  26 

real  estate  and  tangible  personal  property 

outside  Commonwealth,  not  subject  to,  ..  23,  note. 
I'eceipts  for,  to  be  taken  in  duplicate,  and 
one  to  be  charged,    sealed  and  counter- 
signed by  Auditor  General   24 

refund  of,  in  certain  cases   25,  27 

registers  of  wills  to  collect,  and  their  duties 

in  connection  therewith   23-27 

returns  of,  by  registers  of  wills,  and  penal- 
ties, for  neglect  to  make   26 

when  county  treasurer  to  collect,    26 

Collection  of  tax,  almtements  and  exonerations  to  be  made,   1,  62,  64,  65,  68 

addition's  to  be  made  to  delinquent  tax   60,  61 

administrators  and  executors  of  deceased  collectors,  may  collect  tax,  63 

amount  of  tax  collected  in  year  1899,    109 

city  treasurer  to  be  collectors  of  city  and  school  tax  in  cities  of  third 

class   60,  91-94 

collectors,  appointment,  election,  qualification,  term,  powers  and 

duties  of,    59-67 

bond  in  special  cases,  court  may  require   63 

compensation  of   61,  62 

defaulting,   property  and  effects  of,  to  be  seized  and 

sold,    65,  66 

deputle,^  may  be  employed  by   63 

in  cities  of  third  class,  appointment  of   60,  91 

in  townships  and  boroLighs,   to  furnish  numbered  re- 
ceipts, and  return  book  to  county  commissioners,  ....  64 
names  of,  and  amount  oE  duplicates,  to  be  entered  on 

county  commissioners'  book   64 

not  to  be  re-appointed  until  former  duplicates  are  set- 
tled  65 

penalties  cn,    62,  64,  65 

returns  and  settlements  to  be  made  by  62-64,  75,  91 

taxes  due  from,  to  be  entered  of  record  with  prothono- 

tary,    64 

to  give  notice  of  taxes  against  property  offered  for  sale,.  72 

vacancies  in  office  of   60 

warrant  of,  how  long  effective,    63 

when  liable  to  persons  injured  Vjy  neglect  of  duties   71 

county  commissioners  to  file  with  prothonotary  certificate  of  taxes 

due  by  collectors   64 

county  commissioners,  may,  in  certain  cases,  change  dates  within 

which  abatements  for  prompt  payments  will  be  allowed,    68,  69 

county  treasurers,  to  be  credited  with  taxes  placed  in  hands  of  col- 
lectors  63 
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Collection  of  tax,  decedents'  estates,  how  collections  made  from   67 

dogs,  to  be  taxed,  and  tax  a  fund  for  sheep  damages,    69 

duplicates,  when  to  be  issued   61 

exemption  from  taxation— See  Exemption  from  Taxation. 

goods  and  chattels  on  premises,  liable  for  tax   6.3 

imprisonment  for  non-payment  of  tax,  authorized,    63 

lands  to  be  sold  for  non-payment  of  tax   66 

levy  and  sale  of  goods  for  non-payment  of  tax,  authorized   63,  64 

liens  for  taxes   71,  72 

payment  of  occupation  or  poll  tax  for  others,  prohibited,  except  on 

written  orders,    65 

payment  of  tax  from  proceeds  of  sales,  required,    71,  72 

rebate  allowed  on  tax  for  planting  trees  and  using  broad  tire 

wagons   68 

receipts  for  payment  of  tax  in  boroughs  and  townships,  to  be  num- 
bered,   64 

receipts  for  unassessed  and  exonerated  taxes,  not  to  be  given  unless 

payment  is  tendered  voluntarily  and  in  person   65 

State  tax — See  State  tax. 

suits  for  taxes   63 

tenants  liable  for  tax,    63,  67 

township,  for  roads,  bridges  and  other  purposes  ,   52,  53 

unseated  lands — See  Unseated  lands. 

Colleges,  exempt  from  taxation,    86 

Columbia  borough,  taxes  to  be  liens  on  real  estate   71,  note. 

Columbia  county,  return  of  poor  tax  on  unseated  lands  in  75,  79,  notes. 

Commissioners,  county,  accounts  to  be  audited  by  county  auditors,  and 

appeals  therefrom,  authorized   44,  72,  73 

copy  of  last  adjusted  valuation  for  county  pur- 
poses, to  be  furnished  by,  to  overseers  of 

poor  and  school  directors   57,  58 

duties  of,  in  connection  with  assessment  and 
collection    of    county    tax,   and    sales  for 

taxes   48-51,  57,  61,  64,  70,  75-86 

duties  of,  in  connection  with  assessment  and 

collection  of  school  tax   58,  59 

duties  of,  in  connection  with  assessment  and 

collection  of  State  tax  on  personal  property,  28-32,  64 
estrepement   may   be   issued  by,    in  certain 

cases   72 

lands  to  be  returned  to,  for  non-payment  of 

tax,  and  purchase,  sale  and  redemption  of,..  66 
mercantile  appraisers  to  be  apppointed  by,  ..  34 
sheets  containing  copies  of  tax  receipts,  to  be 

kept  by   64 

tax  collectors  may  be  appointed  by,  in  cities 

of  third  class   60 

■  to  change  dates  for  allowance  of  abatements 

■  on  tax  in  certain  cases,    68,  69 

to  constitute  board  of  revision  of  assessments,  50 

to  fill  vacancies  in  office  of  tax  collector   60 

to  give  notice  of  taxes  against  properties  of- 
fered for  sale,    72 
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Commissioners,  county,  to  issue  warrant  to  sell  property  of  default- 
ing- tax  collectors   66 

to  transfer  to  county  fund  uncalled  for  tax 
moneys    credited    to   cities,    boroughs  and 

townships,    vO 

Commissioners,  revenue,  how  State  Board  of,  constituted,  and  their 

powers  and  duties   31,  32 

Commissions  of  county  officers  and  notaries  public.  State  tax  on   33,  44 

Concerts,  boroughs  and  cities  may  license   55,  88 

Conduit  companies,  State  tax  on  gross  receipts  of   17 

Constables,  omissions  from  mercantile  appraisers'  lists,  to  be  reported 

by   36 

Constitutional  provisions  regarding  taxation   9 

Contents  of  synopsis  of  tax  laws,    3 

Contractors,  licensing  of,  in  cities  of  third  class   88 

Controller,  in  counties  with  population  over  150,000,  to  audit  county 

accounts,  and  accounts  for  State  tax  on  personal  property,    74 

Corporations,  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,  empowered  to  ex- 
amine books  of   12 

municipal,  to  levy  tax  to  pay  increase  of  Indebtedness                        70,  88,  96 

penalties  on,  for  failing  to  register  or  make  reports  13,  14,  17,  22 

power  to  tax  corporate  property  and.,  not  to  be  surrendered  or  sus- 
pended by  any  contract  to  which  State  is  a  party   9 

reports  to  be  made  by,  to  Auditor  General,   13,  15,  16,  17,  19,  20,  22 

Secretary  of  Commonwealth  to  furnish  list  of,  to  Auditor  General,  .  13 
securities  included  within  valuation  of  capital  stock  of,  not  to  be  re- 
ported to  local  assessors  for  taxation   14 

tax  on  capital  stock  and  shares  of  capital  stock  of  14,  15,  16,  28 

net  earnings  of  certain   22 

gross  receipts  of  certain   17 

to  be  registered  with  Auditor  General   12 

to  notify  Auditor  General  of  changes  of  officers,  location  of  offices, 

and  meetings  of  stockholders   13 

what  real  estate  of  certain,  to  be  exempt  fi'om  local  taxation  47,  note,  86 

County  tax,  amount  of,  collected  for  year  ended  November  30,  1899   100 

collection  of,  not  to  be  postponed  by  appeals  or  neglect  of  duties  by 

county  commissioners,    51 

county  treasurer  to  be  credited  with,  in  certain  cases   63 

duties  of  county  commissioners  and  assessors  in  assessment  and  col- 
lection of   48-51 

excess  of  moneys  in  sheep  damage  fund  to  be  transferred  to   70 

rate  of,  and  how  levied   47-51 

re-appointment  of  collectors  of,  prohibited,  -until  former  duplicates 

are  settled   65 

receipts  for,  in  boroughs  and  townships,  to  be  numbered  and  book 

returned  to  county  commissioners,    64 

returns  of   62,  63,  64 

special,  to  pay  work-house  bonds,  to  be  levied   70 

subjects  of,  and  how  to  be  assessed   47-51 

taxes  to  be  liens  •   71,  72 

when  moneys  credited  to  cities,   boroughs  and  townships  to  be 

transferred  to,   70 

See,  also,  Collection  of  tax  and  Exemption  from  taxation. 
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Court-houses,  exempt  from  taxation   86 

Courts,  clerks  of,  to  return  excess  of  fees  to  State  Treasury   45 

common  pleas,  appeals  from  assessments,  may  be  taken  to   51,  68 

to  appoint  auditor  to  audit  accounts  of  county  offi- 
cers,   

common  pleas.   Dauphin  county,  to  hear  cases  where  Common- 

11  '^^ 

wealth  is  a  party  

orphans',  to  hear  appeals  from  collateral  inheritance  tax  appraise- 
ments,   

quarter  sessions,  to  approve  levy  of  county  tax  in  excess  of  three 

mills,    ^"^ 

to  license  sales  and  manufacture  of  liquors   38,  39,  40 

■    to  order  contracts  to  be  entered  into  for  making 

and  repairing  I'oads  in  certain  cases,    53 

vacancies  in  oflice  of  tax  collector,  to  be  filled  by,  60 

Crawford  county,  appeals  from  assessments  of  unseated  lands  in   74,  note. 

Cumberland  county,  collection  of  tax  in   62,  note 

D. 

Dauphin  county,  appeals  from  assessments  in   51,  note. 

sale  of  lands  for  non-payment  of  taxes,   66,  note,  77,  note. 

Decedents,  how  estates  of,  to  be  taxed,    67 

Deeds,  State  tax  on   33 

Delaware  county,  taxes  to  be  liens  on  real  estate   71,  note. 

Discounts,  allowed  for  prompt  payment  of  collateral  inheritance  tax,  ..  23 

Distillers,  licenses  to  be  paid  by   40 

Distilleries,  to  be  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes,  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Distilling  companies,  tax  on  capital  stock  of   15 

Dogs,  taxation  of,  for  borough,  city  and  county  purposes,  and  how 

moneys  raised  to  be  used  54,  note,  69,  89 

Drays,  licensing  of,  in  cities  of  third  class   88 

Druggists,  licensing  of,  in  cities  of  third  class,   88 

E. 

Eating  houses,  licenses  on   41,  88 

Ejectments  for  unoccupied  lands  sold  for  taxes,  may  be  brought,  and 

proceedings  thereon,   80'  81 

Electric  light  companies,  licenses  on,  in  cities  of  third  class   88 

State  tax  on  gross  receipts  of,    17 

Elk  county,  sale  of  lands  in,  for  non-payment  of  tax  66,  note,  77,  note. 

Embezzlement  by  tax  collectors  and  their  accessories,  punishment  of ,  ..  65 

Erie  county,  appeals  from  assessments  of  unseated  lands  in   74 

Escheats,  a  source  of  revenue  to  Commonwealth,    45,  46 

Estrepement,  county  commissioners  may  issue  in  certain  cases   72 

Execution,  may  issue  against  defaulting  officers,    73 

Executors,  duties  of,  in  connection  with  payment  of  collateral  inherit- 
ance tax,    24 

Exemption  from  taxation,  assessors  to  return  lists  of  properties  al- 
lowed,   87 

building  and  loan  associations  allowed,  on 

capital  stock,    87 

buildings  in  course  of  erection  to  be  al- 

lov,-ed,  if  exempt  when  completed,    87 
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Exemption  from  taxation,    constitutional  provisions  concerning   9 

funds  held  in  trust  for  charitable  or  re- 
ligious objects,  allowed,   87,  note. 

loans  held  by  non-residents  allowed  19,  note. 

machinery  in  Montgomery  county,  when 

allowed   87,  note. 

manufacturing  companies  allowed,  on  cap- 
ital stock,   14,  87 

real  estate  allowed,  in  certain  cases  47,  note,  86- 

shares  of  stock  of  National  banks  and  in- 
corporated .State  banks  and  savings  in- 
stitutions, when  allowed,    16,  note. 

Exonerations  of  tax,  may  be  made  61,  62,  64,  65,  75 

Express  companies,  licenses  on,  in  cities  of  third  class   88 

State  tax  on  gross  receipts  of,    17 

F. 

Farmers,  when  not  to  be  rated  for  mercantile  licenses,    36 

Fees,  county  officers,  Philadelphia  and  Allegheny  counties,  to  belong  to 

counties   45,  note. 

county  officers,  in  counties  with  population  in  excess  of  150,000,  to 

belong  to  counties   74 

county  treasurers,  for  assessing  and  collecting  tax  on  loans,    21 

collecting  licenses,    35,  44 

for  paying  over  tax  on  personal  property,  ....31,  note,  44 

for  selling  unseated  land,    77 

justices  of  peace,  auditors  and  controllers,  for  investigating  claims 

for  damages  done  to  sheep  by  dogs,    70 

mercantile  appraisers   35-39 

prothonotaries,  for  recording  surplus  bonds  of  purchasers  at  tax 

sales,  and  reports   70,  78,  93 

State  officers,  to  be  returned  to  State  Treasury   10,  44 

State  tax  on,  of  all  public  officers   45 

township  and  borough  auditors,  for  auditing  accounts,    73 

Ferries,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes,   47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Fertilizers,  commercial,  tax  to  be  paid  for  analyzing   46 

Firemen,  disabled,  one-half  of  licenses  on  foreign  insurance  companies, 

returned  as  a  fund  for  relief  of   99,  note. 

Fisheries,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Forest  county,  tax  sales  of  unseated  lands  In   77,  note. 

Forestry  Commissioner,    authorized   to  purchase  unseated  lands  at 

tax  sales,    85,  86 

Forges,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Franklin  county,  collection  of  tax  in   62,  note. 

Fulton  county,  collection  of  tax  in,    62,  note. 

Furnaces,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 


G. 


Gas  companies,  licenses  on,  in  cities  of  third  class  

General  provisions,  abatements  and  credits  on  tax,  allowed  for  planting 
trees  and  using  broad  tire  wagons,   


88 
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General  provisions,  assessments  of  real  estate  on  township,  borough 

and  county  lines,  how  made   67 

county  commissioners  may,  in  certain  cases,  change 
dates  within  which  abatements  for  prompt  pay- 
ment of  taxes  will  be  allowed   68,  69 

decedents'  estates,  taxation  of   67 

Greene  county,  collection  of  tax  in   62,  note. 

Gross  premiums  of  foreign  and  domestic  insurance  companies.  State 

tax  on,    18,  19 

Gross  receipts  of  corpora,tions  and  notaries  public.  State  tax  on   17,  18 

Ground  rents,  assessment  and  taxation  of,  for  county  and  other  local 

purposes  "  47,  48,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

H. 

Hacks,  boroughs  may  license,    55 

cities  of  third  class  may  license   88 

State  tax  on,    30 

Harrisburg  city,  taxes  to  be  liens  on  real  estate   71,  note. 

Health  ofhcer,  Philadelphia,  fees  to  be  collected  by,  and  paid  into  State 

treasury   45 

Horses,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Hospitals,  exempt  from  taxation  86,  87,  note. 

Houses  of  refuge,  exempt  from  taxation   87,  note. 

Huntingdon  county,  appeals  from  assessments  of  unseated  lands  in,  ..  74,  note. 

collection  of  tax  in,    62,  note. 

revision  of  assessments  in,  by  county  commissioners,    50,  note. 

I. 

Income  of  brokers,  bankers,  savings  institutions  and  certain  corpora- 
tions, State  tax  on,    22 

Indiana  county,  appeals  from  assessments  in   51,  note. 

collection  of  tax  in,    62,  note. 

Institutions  of  learning,  benevolence  and  charity,  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion  86 

Insurance  agents,  licensing  of,  in  cities  of  third  class   88 

Insurance  Commissioner,  fees  of,  to  be  paid  into  State  Treasury,    45 

to  collect  licenses  from  foreign  insurance  companies,  and  from  in- 
surance agents  and  brokers,    45 

Insurance  companies,  domestic.  State  tax  on  gross  premiums  of   18 

fire  and  marine.  State  tax  on  capital  stock  of,  ..  15 
foreign.  Commissioner  of  Insurance  to  collect  tax 

on  licenses  from,    10,  18 

tax  on  premiums  of,    18,  19 

one-half  to  be  ]mid  to  city  and  boi-ough  treas- 
urers,   19 

Interest,  accounts  bearing,  subject  to  tax  for  State  purposes   28 

on  accounts  for  moneys  due  Commonwealth  12,  26,  34 

on  delinquent  collateral  inheritance  tax,   23 

J. 

Jails,  exempt  from  taxation,    *6 
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Jefferson  county,  collection  of  tax  in   62,  note. 

county  commissioners  may  issue  writ  of  estrepement  in  certain 

cases,    ^2,  note. 

redemption  of  lands  sold  at  tax  sales   S4,  note. 

Joint  owners,  may  pay  proportionate  share  of  tax  on  unseated  lands,  ..  76 
may  redeem  proportionate  share  of  unseated  lands  sold  for  non-pay- 

ment  of  tax  

Joint-stock  associations,  penalties  on,  for  failing  to  register  or  make 

reports  

recorders  of  deeds  to  certify  list  of,  to  Auditor  General   13 

reports  to  be  made  by,  to  Auditor  General   13 

securities  included  within  value  of  capital  stock  of,  not  to  be  re- 
ported to  local  assessors  for  taxation   I'* 

"    tax  on  capital  stock  of  

to  be  registered  with  Auditor  General,     1^ 

Judgments,  certificates  of  amounts  due  by  tax  collectors  to  have  ef- 
fect of  


daily  record  of,  to  be  kept  by  prothonotaries,    29 

State  tax  on,   

Ti. 

Lancaster  county,  appeals  from  assessments  in,    51,  note. 

taxes  to  be  liens  on  real  estate   '^1'  note. 

Lawrence  county,  collection  of  tax  in   63,  note. 

Lebanon  county,  sale  of  unseated  lands  in,    "ote. 

Letter  of  transmittal  of  synopsis  of  tax  laws  of  Pennsylvania   7 

Licenses,  amount  of,  colle.,-ted  during  year  ended  November  30,  1899,  ..  102 

auctioneers',  rates  and  payment  of  42,  55,  88 

brokers',  rates  and  payment  of,    41,  88 

cities  and  boroughs,  empowered  to  levy,    55,  88 

eating  houses,  rates  of,    '^l' 

liciuor,  rates  for,  and  payment  and  distribution  of   38,  .39,  74 

mercantile,  rate.,  and  assessment  and  collection  of  34-38,  55,  56,  8S 

oleomargarine  and  butterine,  to  be  paid  into  State  Treasury   46 

peddlers',  rates  for  and  granting  of   42,  88 

theatres,  museums,  circuses  and  menageries,  rates  for,  and  punish- 
ment for  exhibiting  without  license  43,  55,  88 

transient  vendors  of  merchandise,  in  cities,  boroughs  and  town- 
ships, to  secure,   ^6,  59,  71 

treasurers  of  counties,  cities  and  boroughs  to  collect,    43 

Liens,  accounts  for  moneys  due  Commonwealth  to  be  11,  12,  44 

collateral  inlR'eritance  tax  23,  24,  26 

county,  city,  borough,  poor,  school  and  township  tax  71,  72,  92,  94 

tax  on  decedents'  estates  to  be   67 

Liquors,  licenses  to  sell,  rates  for,  and  payment  and  distribution  of,  ..  38,  39.  74 
tax  on  capital  stock  of  companies  chartered  to  distil  and  sell  at 

1 5 

wholesale,   

Livery  stable  keepers,  may  be  licensed  in  cities  of  third  class   88 

Loans,  State  tax  on  19,  20,  28 

treasurers  of  counties,  cities  and  boroughs,  and  of  private  cor- 
porations, to  assess  and  collect  tax  on,  and  make  reports  to  Aud- 
itor General   20 

See,  also,  Bonds. 
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Luzerne  county,  collection  of  tax  in  ■   63,  note. 

sales  of  unseated  lands  in,  for  taxes   77,  note. 

Lycoming-  county,  sale  of  lands  for  non-payment  of  tax,  66,  note, 

 77,  note,  79,  note. 

taxes  to  be  liens  on  real  estate,    '''I.  note. 

M. 

Machinery,    when  allowed  exemption  from  taxation  in  Montgomery 

county,    87,  note. 

Malt  houses,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Manufacturers,  when  not  to  be  rated  for  mercantile  licenses   36 

Manufactories  of  all  kinds,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  pur- 
poses ■  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Manufacturing  corporations,  capital  stock  of,  exempt  from  taxation,  ..       14,  87 

not  to  be  subject  to  tax  on  net  earnings,  22 
Market-house  companies  and  market  places,  licensing  of,  in  cities  of 

third  class   88,  89 

Mechanics,  when  not  to  be  rated  for  mercantile  license,    36 

Menageries,  licensing  of,  and  punishment  for  exhibiting  without  license,       43,  88 

Mercantile  appraisers,  appointment,  powers  and  duties  of  34-38,  41,  42 

bagatelle  tables  to  be  returned  by,  in  Allegheny  county   41 

compensation  of,    35-39 

lists  of,  to  be  published   37 

penalty  on,  for  failing  to  visit  places  of  business  and  give  notice 

of  classification,    35 

Mercantile  licenses,  assessments  and  collection  of   34-38,  88 

cities,  boroughs  and  townships  to  exact,  from  transient  vendors,  56,  59,  71,  88 
Mills  of  all  kinds,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes,  47,51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Miscellaneous  revenues  of  Commonwealth   45 

Moneys  owing  by  solvent  debtors.  State  tax  on,    28 

Monroe  county,  collection  of  tax  in   63,  note. 

tax  sales  of  unseated  lands  in   77,  note. 

Montgomery  county,  appeals  from  assessments  in,    51,  note. 

collection  of  tax  in,    63,  note. 

Mortgages,  daily  record  of,  to  be  kept  and  filed  by  recorders   29 

State  tax  on   28,  32 

Mules,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Museums,  licensing  of,  and  punishment  for  exhibiting  without  license,  43 


N. 

Navigation  companies,  tax  on  gross  receipts  of,    17 

Net  earnings.  State  tax  on   22 

New  York,  Lake  Erie  and  Western  Railroad  Company  to  pay  into  State 

Treasury  annually  $10,000  for  right  of  way  in  Pennsylvania   47 

Northumberland  county,  tax  sales  of  unseated  lands  in   77,  note. 

Notaries  public.  State  tax  on  commissions  of,    10,  44 

State  tax  on  gross  receipts  of   17,  18 


O. 


Occupations,  taxable  for  county  and  local  purposes  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

tax  on,  not  to  be  paid  for  others,  except  on  written  orders,    65 
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Offices,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes,   47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Oleomargarine,  licenses  for  manufacture  and  sale  of,  to  be  paid  into 

State  Treasury   '^8 

Omnibuses,  licensing  of,  by  boroughs,  authorized,    55 

licensing  of,  by  cities  of  third  class,  authorized,    88 

State  tax  on  

Overseers  of  poor,  powers  and  duties  of,  in  levy  and  collection  of  poor 

tax   56,  57,  73 

P. 

Palace  car  companies,  how  capital  stock  of,  taxed,  when  lines  are 

partly  within  and  partly  without  the  Commonwealth,    14,  note. 

State  tax  on  gross  receipts  of   1"^ 

Partnership,  limited.  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer  to  examine 

books  of   12 

penalties  on,  for  failing  to  register  or  make  reports,        13,  14 
recorders  of  deeds  to  certify  list  of,  to  Auditor  Gen- 
eral,   1^ 

reports  to  be  made  by.  to  Auditor  General,    13 

securities  included  within  value  of  capital  stock  of, 
not  to  be  reported  to  local  assessors  for  taxation,  ..  14 

tax  on  capital  stock  of,    14 

to  he  registered  with  Auditor  General   12 

Pawnbrokers,  cities  of  third  class  to  license   88 

Payments  of  moneys  due  Commonwealth,  when  to  be  made,   12,  17,  18 

Peddlers,  licenses  to  be  paid  by,  and  punishment  for  peddling  without 

license,    88 

requirements  and  restrictions  on   42,  note. 

soldiers  and  sailors  that  are  disabled,  may  peddle  without  license,  42 

Penalties  on  assessors  for  neglect  of  duties  or  refusal  to  serve,    49 

on  brokers  and  bankers  for  failing  to  register  or  make  reports   22 

on  corporations,  limited  partnerships  and  joint-stock  associations 

for  failing  to  register  or  make  reports  13,  14,  17 

on  county  officers  for  neglect  of  duties,   30,  34,  43,  44,  64,  77 

on  persons  for  destroying  trees  planted  along  roadside,    68 

on  supervisors  and  overseers  of  poor  for  refusing  to  permit  inspec- 
tion of  assessments   52,  56 

on  tax  collectors  for  neglect  of  duties,   62,  64,  65 

on  township  and  borough  auditors  for  neglect  of  duties   '73 

Personal  property,  assessment  and  collection  of  State  tax  on   27 

counties  and  cities  to  collect  and  pay  over  State  tax  on   31 

three-fourths  of  State  tax  on,  to  be  returned  to  counties   30 

Philadelphia  city  and  county,  appointment  of  mercantile  appraisers  for, 

and  duties  of,   34,  37,  38 

duties  of  board  of  revision  of  taxes  in  assessment  and  collection  of 

State  tax  on  personal  property,    28-32 

special  provisions  as  to  levy  and  collection  of  tax  in   98,  99 

taxation  of  railroad  property  in   4'^'  note. 

Pike  county,  collection  of  tax  on  unseated  lands  in  74,  note,  77,  note. 

Pipe  line  companies.  State  tax  on  gross  receipts  of   1"^ 

Pittsburg  city,  city  treasurer  to  collect  State  mercantile  licenses   38 

exemption  from  taxation  of  public  property  in,    86,  note. 

special  provisions  as  to  levy  and  collection  of  tax  in   ^'^ 

taxation  of  railroad  property  in,    47,  note. 
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Poll  tax,  cities  of  third  class,  to  levy   88 

payment  of,  for  others,  except  on  written  orders,  prohibited   65 

Pool  tables,  keepers  of,  liable  for  license   40,  note. 

Poor  houses,  exempt  from  taxation  86,  87,  note. 

Poor  rates,  amount  of  tax  collected  in  year  1S99   104 

assessors  to  assist  overseers  in  levying-  tax   56 

auditors  to  settle  accounts,  and  appeals  from  their  reports,  author- 
ized  73 

building  tax  may  he  levied   57 

county  commissioners  to  furnish  overseers  and  directors  with  copy 

of  last  adjusted  valuation  for  county  purposes   56 

county  treasurer,  to  be  credited  with  tax  in  certain  cases   63 

directors'  accounts  to  be  settled  by  county  auditors,    72 

directors  to  furnish  county  commissioners  estimates  in  counties 

where  there  are  houses   57 

limitation  of  tax,    56,  57 

local  laws  under  which  poor  houses  are  erected,  not  repealed   57 

of  what  to  consist,  and  levy  and  collection  of  56,  57.  64,  75 

overseers,  and  their  duties   56,  57 

persons  aggrieved  by  assessments  may  appeal   57 

special  tax  to  pay  a  debt  may  be  compelled  by  mandamus   57 

taxes  to  be  liens   71,  72 

See.  also.  Collection  of  tax  and  Exemption  from  taxation. 

Potter  county,  county  commissioners  may  issue  estrepement  in  certain 

cases   72 

sale  of  lands  in,  for  non-payment  of  tax,    66,  note. 

redemption  of  lands  sold  at  tax  sales   84,  note. 

Precept  of  State  Treasurer,  to  issue  to  collect  State  tax  on  personal 

property   11,  note. 

Preface  to  synopsis  of  tax  laws  of  Pennsylvania   5 

Premiums  of  domestic  insurance  companies.  State  tax  on   18 

foreign  insurance  companies.  State  tax  on   18 

one-half  to  be  paid  to  city  and  borough  treasurers,    19 

Professions,  taxable  for  county  and  local  purposes,   47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Prothonotaries,  excess  of  fees  of,  to  be  paid  into  State  Treasury,    45 

report  of  county  auditors  to  be  irled  with   73 

to  collect,  account  for  and  pay  over  tax  on  process,    33,  34 

to  enter  and  record  tax  liens,    72 

to  enter  on  dockets  certificates  of  taxes  due  by  collectors,    64 

to  keep  and  file  daily  record  of  judgments   29 

to  record  surplus  bonds  of  purchasers  at  tax  sales,    70,  78 

R. 

Railroad  companies,  how  capital  stock  of,  taxed,  when  lines  are  partly 

within  and  partly  without  the  Commonwealth,    14,  note. 

State  tax  on  capital  stock  of   17 

All'.gheny  Valley,  certain  bonds  of,  an  asset  of  the  State  Sinking 

Fund   4(5 

New  York,  Lake  Erie  and  Western,  to  pay  into  State  Treasury 

$10,000  for  right  of  way  in  Pennsylvania   47 

Real  estate  agents,  licensing  of.  in  cities  of  third  class   88 
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Heal  estate,  assessment  of,  for  county  and  other  local  purposes,   

 48-51,  54,  56,  58,  59,  66,  67,  87 

assessment  of,  on  township,  borough  and  county  lines   67 

railroad  companies,  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  taxation  of  47,  note. 

rates  of  taxation  for  local  purposes,  to  be  assessed  against,  for  five 
years,  when  purchased  by  county  commissioners  for  non-payment 

of  tax   66 

sale  of,  for  non-payment  of  tax,  and  redemption  of  66,  67,  70,  92-96 

taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes,   47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  59,  87 

taxes  to  be  liens  on,   ''2.  92,  94 

tenants  liable  for  taxes  on,   63,  67,  76 

timber  lands  to  be  returned  separately  for  purposes  of  taxation   48 

what,  not  taxable  47,  note,  86,  87 

See,  also.  Unseated  lands. 

Receipts  for  collateral  inheritance  tax,  to  be  taken  in  duplicate   24 

for  moneys  paid  into  State  Treasury,  to  be  signed,  registered  and 

countersigned,   

for  payment  of  tax  in  townships  and  boroughs,  to  be  numbered  and 

book  filed  with  county  commissioners,    64 

for  payment  of  tax  on  unseated  lands,  may  be  acknowledged  and  re- 
corded,   ^6 

for  redemption  moneys  of  unseated  lands,  to  be  recorded   83 

for  unassessed  and  exonerated  taxes,  not  to  be  given,  unless  tax  is 

tendered  voluntarily  and  in  person   65 

Recorders  of  deeds,  to  certify  list  of  limited  partnerships  and  joint- 
stock  association  to  Auditor  General   13 

to  collect,  account  for  and  pay  over  tax  on  deeds  and  commissions 

of  county  offlcers,    33,  34 

to  keep  and  file  daily  record  of  mortgages   29 

Registers  of  wills,  duties  of,  in  connection  with  collection  and  payment 

of  collateral  inheritance  tax,    23-27 

to  collect,  account  for,  and  pay  over  tax  on  wills  and  letters  testa- 
mentary and  of  administration   33,  34 

Registration  of  corporations,  limited  partnerships,  associations,  banks, 

bankers  and  bi'okers  with  Auditor  General,  required   12,  13 

Reports,  auditors  to  audit  county  officers'  accounts,  to  make  33,  44,  72 

brokers  and  bankers  to  make,  to  Auditor  General   22 

corporations,  limited  partnerships  and  joint-stock  associations 

to  make  to.  Auditor  General  13,  15-19,  22 

county  officers  to  make,  to  Auditor  General,    26,  33,  43 

township  and  borough  auditors  to  make  and  file   73 

treasurers  of  counties,  cities,  boroughs  and  private  corpora- 
tions to  make,  to  Auditor  General   19,  20,  43 

Revenue  Commissioners,   how  State  Board  of,    constituted,   and  its 

powers  and  duties   31,  32 

Road  commissioners,  accounts  of,  to  be  settled  by  township  auditors,  ..  73 
Road  tax,  abatements  and  credits  allowed  on,  for  planting  trees  and 

using  broad  tire  wagons   68 

amount  of,  collected  in  year  1899,   108 

assessors  to  assist  supervisors  in  making  assessments   51 

duplicates,  when  to  be  issued   61 

levy  and  collection  of  51-53,  61,  62,  64,  75 

liens  for,  authorized,    ''1'  '^^ 
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Road  Tax,  persons  aggrieved  by  assessment  of,  may  appeal  to  court,  53 

returns  and  settlement  of  accounts  for   62 

special  provisions  as  to  townships  -with  a  population  of  at  least 

300  to  the  square  mile  :   52,  64,  65 

special  provisions  where  one  or  more  taxpayers  acquire  right  to 

make  and  repair  roads  and  bridges   52,  53 

special  tax  to  pay  a  debt,  m^ay  be  compelled  by  mandamus   53 

taxables  may  work  out   ■  52,  61 

tenants  liable  for   67 

See,  also,  Collection  of  tax  and  Exemption  from  taxation. 

S. 

Sales  of  lands  for  non-payment  of  tax,  authorized  66.  67,  70,  77-85,  92-96 

Savings  institutions,  to  make  reports  and  pay  tax  on  shares  of  capital 

stock  and  upon  net  earnings,    16,  22 

unclaimed  deposits  in,  to  escheat  to  Commonwealth   46 

School  bonds,  to  be  included  in  returns  made  by  taxables  28,  note. 

School  houses  and  schools,  exempt  from  taxation  86,  87,  note. 

School  rates,  assessments  of   58,  59,  96 

amount  of  tax  collected  in  year  1899,    106 

auditors  to  settle  accounts,  and  appeals  from  their  reports  author- 
ized,   73 

building-  tax,  when  not  to  be  collected   59 

city  treasurer  to  collect  tax  in  cities  of  third  class   60 

directors  and  controllers  to  determine  amount  of  tax  to  be  levied,  ..  58 

to  levy  and  apportion  tax   58 

duplicates,  when  to  be  issued   61 

library  tax,  may  be  levied,    59 

licenses  paid  by  transient  vendors  of  merchandise  in  townships,  to 

go  to  school  fund   59 

limitation  of  tax   58,  59 

of  what  to  consist,  and  levy  and  collection  of   57-60 

real  estate  held  in  trust,  taxable  for  benefit  of  district  where  situ- 
ated  59 

separate  assessments,  to  be  made  in  new  districts   59 

special   tax   to  purchase   ground,    erect   buildings,    and  improve 

grounds,  may  be  levied   59 

taxables  in  independent  districts,  how  designated   58 

tax  in  cities  of  third  class,  ho-w  levied,    59 

taxes  to  be  liens,    71,  72 

See,  also,  Collection  of  tax  and  Exemption  from  taxation. 

Schuylkill  county,  appeals  from  assessments  in   51,  note. 

Scranton  city,  city  treasurer  to  collect  State  mercantile  licenses   38 

Secretary  of  Commonwealth,  fees  of,  to  be  paid  into  State  Treasury,  ..  45 

to  be  a  member  of  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners   31 

to  collect  bonus  on  charters,  and  authority  to  increase  capital  stock,  10 

to  furnish  Auditor  General  list  of  corporations  chartered,    13 

Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  fees  collected  by,  to  be  paid  into  State 

Treasury,    45 

Seminaries  of  learning,  exempt  from  taxation,    S6 

Settlements  of  accounts  for  State  tax,  appeals  from,  authorized  ,  n 

copies  of,  to  be  mailed  to  parties  o.wing  tax,  and  other  moneys,-   .11 

to  be  made  by  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,   10,  14 
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Sheriffs,  to  seize  and  sell  property  and  effects  of  defaulting  tax  col- 

  bo,  ob 

Showrncensing'ofrand  punishment  for  exhibiting  without  license         43  55  88 

Single  freemen,  taxable  lor  county  and  local  purposes  4^  51,  o4,  56,  o8,  87 

Skating  rinks,  licenses  on,  in  cities  of  third  class  

Sleeping  car  companies,  State  tax  on  gross  receipts  of   _ 

Somerset  county,  appeals  from  assessments  in,    "°  30 

Stages,  State  tax  on,   

State  tax,  accounts  for,  to  bear  interest,  and  be  liens   "99 

amount  of,  collected  in  year  1899,  • 

annuity  to  be  paid  by  New  York,  Lake  Erie  and  Western  Railroad 

Company  

appeals  from  settlements  of  accounts  for,  authorized  

copies  of  accounts  for,  to  be  mailed  to  treasurers  of  corporations, 

counties  and  others  

county  treasurers,  to  be  credited  with,  in  certain  cases   b3 

delinquent,  to  be  collected  by  Attorney  General   1^.  44 

  4o,  "lb 

escheats,   

fines  and  penalties  ■   ^ 

of  what  to  consist   ' 

on  auctioneers  ' 

billiard  and  pool  tables,  bowling  saloons  and  ten  pm  alleys   4U 

  22 )  4X 

l^roksrs   

capital  stock  of  corporations  and  limited  partnerships,    14,  15 

charters  of  corporations  and  authority  to  increase  capital  stock,  ..  21 
collateral  inheritances  

  4i 

eating  houses   ^_ 

fees  of  public  officers   ^ 

gross  receipts  of  corporations  and  notaries  public,    J-',  is 

 19 ,  2u ,  ijo 

loans  '  ' 

net  earnings  of  brokers  and  bankers,  savings  institutions  without 

capital  stock  and  certain  corporations   22 

notaries  public  commissions  

Pe'i'^''^''^'  27-32,  62-64 

personal  property,   

premiums  of  foreign  and  domestic  insurance  companies   18,  19 

sales  of  merchandise,    " 

sales  and  manufacture  of  liquors,   

shares  of  National  banks  and  incorporated  State  banks  and  sav- 

  16 

ings  institutions,   

theatres,  circuses,  museums  and  menageries,   

writs   wills,  deeds,  etc  

ZTent  Of.  ;hen  to  be  made,   12,  H.  18,  20-22,  26,  31,33,  35,  38, 

receipts  for,  to  be  signed,  registered  and  countersigned  

settlements  of  accounts  for,  how  made,   

«ee   also   Collection  of  tax  and  Exemption  from  taxation. 
Statue  Treasurer,  to  be  a  member  of  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners, 

and  his  duties  in  connection  therewith  •  

-        to  examine  books  and  papers  of  corporations  and  limited  partner- 

ShiipS  ,    1  1     rinf  p 

to  issue  precept  to  collect  State  tax  on  personal  property   11.  note^ 

to  pay  into  State  Treasury  fees  collected  •   r 

to  settle  accounts  for  moneys  due  Commonwealth  
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State Treasui-er,  to  sigri  receipts  for  moneys  paid  into  State  Treasury,  .  12 

when  new  bonds  may  be  required  by,  from  county  treasurers   44 

Steamboat  companies,  State  tax  on  g-ross  receipts  of   17 

Steam  heat  companies,  licenses  on,  in  cities  of  third  class   88 

Sugar  houses,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Sullivan  county,  sale  of  lands  in,  for  non-payment  of  tax  66,  note,  79,  note. 

Supervisors,  accounts  of,  to  be  settled  by  township  auditors   73 

penalty  on,  for  refusing  to  permit  inspection  of  assessments  or  give 

copies,   

powers  and  duties  of,  in  levy  and  collection  of  township  rates,    51-53,  75 

Snyopsis  of  tax  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  what  it  contains   3 

T. 

Table  of  contents  of  tax  laws   3 

Tan  yards,  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes  47,  51,  54,  56,  58,  87 

Taxables,   to  be  notified  of  assessments,   and  of  time  and  place  of 

appeal,    4^) 

to  make  sworn  returns  of  property  subject  to  taxation  for  State  pur- 
poses  28,  29 

Taxation,  Constitutional  provisions  concerning   9 

for  amount  of  taxes  collected  in  1899,  see  pages   99-109 

See,  also.  State  tax.  County  tax.  Collection  of  tax,  Borough  rates. 
Township  rates.  Road  tax,  Poor  rates.  School  rates.  General  pro- 
visions. Unseated  lai:ids,  Exemption  from  taxation.  Cities  of  first 
class.  Cities  of  second  class.  Cities  of  third  class. 
Telegraph  companies,  capital  stock  of,  how  taxed  when  lines  are  partly 

within  and  partly  without  the  Commonwealth,  14,  note. 

licenses  on,  in  cities  of  the  third  class   88 

State  tax  on  gross  receipts  of,    17 

Telephone  companies,  licenses  on,  in  cities  of  third  class   88 

State  tax  on  gross  receipts  of   1" 

Tenants,  liable  for  taxes  on  lands  occupied  by  them,    63,  67,  76 

Ten  pin  alleys,  licenses  to  be  paid  for   40,  41 

Theatres,  licensing  of,  and  punishment  for  exhibiting  without  license,  ..  43,  55,  88 

Timljer  lands,  to  be  returned  separately  for  purposes  of  taxation   48 

Tioga  county,  sale  of  lands  in,  for  non-payment  of  tax   66,  note. 

Township  rates,  assessors  to  assist  supervisors  in  levying   51 

auditors  to  audit   accounts  and  appeals  therefrom 

authorized   73 

collection  of  tax  stayed  pending  an  appeal   53 

dogs  to  lie  taxed  to  pa.v  sheep  damages,    69 

duplicates,  when  to  be  issued   61- 

limitation  of  tax   51.  52 

mercantile  licenses,  to  be  paid  by  transient  vendors,  71 

of  what  to  consist,  md  levy  and  collection  of   51-53,  61 

persons  aggrieved  by  an  assessment,  may  appeal,  ..  53 

returns  and  settlement  of  accounts  for,    62 

,      ;     special  provisions  as  to  townships  with  a  population 

of  at  least  300  to  the  square  mile,    52,  64.  65 

special  provisions  wliei-e  one  or  more  taxpayers  ac- 
quire right  to  make  and  repair  roads  and  bridges.  52,  53 
S])ec)al  tax  to  pay  a  debt,   may  l)e  compelled  by 

mandamus   58 

taxes  to  be  lienes,    71,  72 

9 


Page. 
47    ^1    n4  87 

Trades,  taxable  for  county  and  local  purposes,   4i,  oi,  oi,  oo, 

Treasurers,  cities  of  first  class,  to  appoint  mercantile  appraisers   34 

cities  of  third  class,  to  collect  city  and  school  tax,    60,  Jl-yi 

compensation  of,  for  collecting  nnd  paying  over  tax  and 

21,  31,  note,  35,  44 

licenses  

corporations,  to  assess,  report  and  pay  over  tax  on  loans, 
countv    citv  and  borough,  to  assess,  report  and  pay  over 

,          ■  ...       19,  20 

tax  on  loans  

accounts  of,  to  be  audited  by  county  auditors,  and 

appeals  therefrom  authorized   '2.  '3 

duties  of,  in  collection  of  revenue,  for  Common- 

  43,  44 

wealth  

duties  of,  on  tax  sales,  redemption  and  payment 

of  tax  on  unseated  lands,   ' 

to  collect  mercantile  and  other  licenses   35,  36,  38 

to  have  credit  for  State,  county  and  poor  taxes  in 

....  63 

certain  cases  

to  have  names  of  lax  collectors  and  amount  of  du- 
plicates certified  to  them   ''^ 

to  issue  warrant  to  sell  effects  of  defaulting  tax 

„    ,    65 

collectors,   

township,  in  townships  with  population  of  at  least  300  to 
the  square  mile,  to  collect  tax  for  township  purposes,.. 

Trees,  abatement  and  credit  allowed  on  tax  for  planting  

Trust'companies,  expenses  of  examination  to  be  paid  by  


64 
68 
16 


U. 

Uniformity  of  taxation,  required  by  the  Constitution, 


■  9 

63,  note. 
86 


Union  county,  collection  of  tax  m,   

Universities,  exempt  from  taxation  

Unseated  lands,  assessment  and  collection  of  tax  on,  and  sale  and  re- 

demption  of  

county  surveyors  to  return  

ejectments  may  be  brought  against  purchasers  of,  when  sold  for 

taxes  

holders  of,  to  furnish  descriptions  to  county  commissioners,   

improvements  on,  when  to  be  paid  for,  

joint  owners  may  pay  proportionate  share  of  taxes  on  

may  redeem  proportionate  share  of,  when  sold  for  taxes  

purchase  of,  by  Forestry  Commissioner,  at  tax  sales,  authorized,..       85,  8b 

receipts  for  redemption  moneys,  to  be  recorded  

receipts  for  tax  on,  may  be  acknowledged  and  recorded  

returns  of  collection  of  tax  on,  when  to  bo  made,   

tenants  liable  for  taxes  on,   


74-86 
75 

80,  81 
75 

82,  83 
76 

82,  85 


83 
76 
75 
76 


V. 


55 

88 
30 


Vehicles  for  hire,  licensing  of,  by  boroughs,  authorized  

licensing  of,  in  cities  of  third  class  

State  tax  on  

Venango  county,  appeals  from  assessments  of  unseated  lands  in,  . .  . .  ^.  74,  note^ 

Vendors  of  merchandise,  to  be  licensed  '     '  '  ' 

...  ob 

to  have  signs  on  places  of  business  


w. 

Page. 

Wagons,  licensing  of,  in  cities  of  third  class,  authorized  

with  broad  tires,  rebates  allowed  on  road  tax  for  using,    6S 

Warren  county,  appeals  from  assessment  of  unseated  lands  in   74,  note. 

sale  of  lands  in,  for  non-payment  of  tax,    66.  note. 

Washington  county,  collection  of  tax  in,   -   6.3,  note. 

Water  companies,  licenses  on,  in  cities  of  third  class   8'^ 

Wayne  county,  collection  of  tax  on  unseated  land  in   i-l,  note. 

Westmoreland  county,  appeals  from  assessments  in,    51,  note. 

collection  of  tax  in   63.  note. 

Wharves',  taxable  for  county  and  other  local  purposes,   47,  .51,  -54,  56,  58,  87 

Wills,  State  tax  on  -   ^3 

Writs,  State  tax  on  

Y. 

Year,  appropriation,  of  Commonwealth,  when  to  begin   12 

financial  or  fiscal,  of  Commonwealth,  when  to  end   12 

York  county,  collection  of  tax  in   63.  note. 


